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Guerrilla kiOed, 2 Israelis hurt in Lebanon 

lii? 800 ” ^~ A N“*ta guerrilla was killed and at 
Sf*M2S !?^c£2f woundfi d »n an attack on an Israeli patrol in 

Sbto^»St seca 5 ly ““«« «**- -n«y -m AriuS 

***** S? f ? , *. foa 9 a ^ **?■* « the armoured patrol passed on a road 
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/S^£a 1^&E “» by Israeli-backed South Lebanon 

Army (&LA) muitianien. There were no reports of fao»ih M Israeli 
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nonh ?f Ike buffer zone. In a aalemeuiS 
Barm, the Islamic Jihad Movement m Palestrae claimed responsibility for 
a tQ underline the option of a holy^arlawrXy's 

? htt 1 ** l ,5* 5 prevailed over South Lebanon 
si^^m^killcd five IsraeU soldiers last week in one of the year’s 
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Assad and. Hrawi restate 
peace process commitment 




'tlOn^j *» 

I^Assad an 
l^peace pr. 

^c§ ! Combined agency despatches 

^ aj Den , DAMASCUS — Syrian president 
* Un 4*ej’Hafez Ai Assad and Lebanese 
in ^ President Elias Hrawi Saturday 
Mulnw reaffirmed their commitment to 
d in cZ'the Middle East peace process 
10 <w despite the deadlock in talks 'be- 
Otpi^ tween Arabs and Israelis. 

■d to ^; jrThe two leaders reviewed the 
®ojj (, faults of 10 rounds of Arab- 
^ the ^ Israeli peace talks held in the past 
cast^* 20 months and discussed the 
‘ price ^ situation in the region, presiden- 
Jn ftj * rial spokesman Joubran Kourieh 

: goodi K^- 

ini vak Meeting at Mr. Assad’s resort 
dir C palace at the port of Latakia , they 
he conj stressed the importance of coop- 
uzhen *- eration between the Arab parties, 
fan** Mr. Hrawi ’s visit followed an 
ngj n o t; Israeli military build-up in South 
seen 8 v Lebanon after five Israeli soldiers 
luea (J were ^ led by Lebanese and 
v Palestinian guerrillas last week. 
Israel has threatened to avenge 
/he attacks. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
IS Farouk AI Sharaa was quoted by 
IWfird °3P al newspapers as saying any 
Q a35ck against Lebanon was an 
„ . . attack against Syria, which is the 
viZ* main foreign power-broker in 
25“"* Lebanon. 

y Mr. Sharaa also rejected Israeli 
calls for Syria to curb guerrilla 
J"® 1 ’ * attacks against Israelis in South 
Lebanon saying that resistance 
against occupation was legiti- 
* do, wa mate. 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr 
ana eiMousa arrived in Beirut on Satur- 
'e the lit day for talks on the peace process 

ifSaddam h 
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and bilateral relations, officials 
said. 

Mr. Mousa will meet Mr. Hra- 
wi, Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and Foreign Minister Fans Bouez 
during his three-day visit. 

After his discussions with Pres- 
ident Hrawi, Mr. Sharaa met 
separately with Mr. Hariri, Mr. 
Bouez and Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Bern before flying back to 
Damascus late Friday. 

“The main topic of discussion 
was the future of the peace 
talks,” Mr. Sharaa said. “We 
have established that the United 
States is serious in its endeavour 
to play the role of active and 
honest, unbiased partner to bring 
the peace talks to a successful 
outcome,’’ 

“Therefore the process is to be 
resumed in order to achieve a just 
and comprehensive peace in the 
region,” he added. 

In Washington, U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
announced he would travel to the 
Middle East next month to try to 
energise the talks. He gave no 
indication of any new formula to 
present to Arab and Israeli lead- 
ers during the Aug. 1-5 trip to 
Israel, Jordan, Syria and Egypt. 

U.S. State Department envoy 
Dennis Ross has just completed a 
Middle East swing in pursuit of 
the same object, meeting with 
Arab and Israeli leaders. 

“We hope that the visit of 
Secretary Christopher would put 
the peace process on the right 
track to achieve a settlement 


based on U.N. resolutions 242, 
338 and 425,” on withdrawal 
from the territories it occupied in 
the West Bank, Gaza and Leba- 
non as well as East Jerusalem, 
Mr. Sharaa said. 

Mr. Sharaa also voiced hope 
for genuine progress and that Mr. 
Christopher help all parties con- 
cerned to do the right thing, that 
is to implement the resolutions in 
question.” 

Arab diplomats here said that 
the 11th session of bilateral Arab- 
Israeli talks may be held on Aug. 
9 in Washington. 

Taming to Israel's occupation 
of a border strip in South Leba- 
non, Mr. Sharaa said the Israeli 
presence there was illegal and 
illegitimate, denying that the 
Lebanese resistance was operat- 
ing under the Syrian umbrella. 

“We hope that the Israelis re- 
member their experience of 1982 
when they invaded Lebanon and 
the heavy cost that they paid, 
especially in human lives/’ Mr. 
Sharaa said referring to the 
Israeli build-up on the border. 

The question of whether Mr. 
Christopher would visit the re- 
gion has buzzed around Washing- 
ton and the Middle East since the 
10th round of peace talks ended 
in deadlock last month. 

He said Friday that during last 
week's Tokyo summit that he 
would likely visit the area before 
September, but stressed he would 
make the trip only if he could be 

(Continued from page 3) 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday meets with Palestinian peace delegation leader 
Faisal Hussein! (AFP photo) 

Regent and Husseini discuss 
Jordanian- Palestinian ties 

Palestinian leader hopes for positive Christopher visit 


-Saddam hits U.S., urges its 
tallies to distance themselves 

s ^ Combined agency despatches sites, he stud: “We are (already) i , — ~{ — 

in crisis. To settle that, we have 1 LJCiclV W6QS 
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wil E BAGHDAD — President Sad- 
s to k dam Hussein Saturday accused 
in fa!tbe Clinton administration of 
ng m “political insanity and racial fona- 
irae u ; tirism," and urged Europe, Japan 
aiDoa and China to distance themselves 
regifflHfjjom the United States. 

.•ms As, ^3he Iraqi people will bow to 
imsnilno'ffne but God, and will reject 
ert fc treachery, deceit and threats,” 
usoy r President Saddam declared in 
me s one of the harshest attacks on 
^Washington since Bill Clinton 
< Mar took over from President George 
sbedh' Bush in January. 
r ptik . The speech, broadcast nation- 
^ lC wide cm television and radio, 
referred only obliquely to the 
latest Iraqi standoff with the 
, ijj U.N. Security Council over long- 
1 term monitoring of Iraqi weapons 
' production. Baghdad rejects sur- 
veillance cameras at two missile 
test sites. 

p U.N. envoy Rolf Ekeos was in 
Baghdad for last-ditch talks to try 
to resolve the crisis, and U.N. 
jq spokesman Tim Trevan said Mr. 
Iwk's scheduled meeting with 
officials bad been post- 
, poned until Sunday, 
p Asked if the postponement 
* marked a crisis in the talks over 
^ Iraq’s refusal to agree to U.N. 
.Pp demands about the missile testing 


sites, he stud: “We are (already) 
in crisis. To settle that, we have 
to talk.” Mr. Ekeus arrived on 
Thursday. 

There was no immediate Iraqi 
comment on the postponement, 
but Mr. Trevan suggested, “the 
Iraqis probably want to have 
some celebrations tonight.” 

President Saddam's speech, 
marking the 25th anniversary of 
the coup that brought the ruling 
Baath Party to power, appeared 
aimed at driving a wedge into the 
alliance that has isolated his 
country since the 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and the subsequent Gulf 
war. 

He took aim at the United 
States in an attack that appeared 
to mark the end of Iraq’s declared 
attempts at fostering a better 
relationship with President Clin- 
ton. 

He said Washington’s “con- 
tinuous declarations of war on 
Iraq and its parallel war on Iran” 
represented "some sort of politic- 
al, fanatical and racial madness.” 

The address gave no hints that 
Iraq might lift its refusal to allow 
the U.N. to install cameras at two 
missile testing sites under Gulf 
war ceasefire terms. 

The prospect of military action 
against Iraq mounted after a 
U.N. team left Baghdad last 


Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s son Uday married one of 
his cousins on Saturday. Iraqi 
Television's main evening 
newscast showed a beaming 
groom being congratulated by 
his father, brother and senior 
officials after signing the mar- 
riage contract in a Muslim wed- 
ding ceremony. The bride was 
not shown and her name was 
not given bat the official Iraqi 
News Agency, IN A, said in a 
brief announcement that she 
was (he daughter of fiarzan AI 
TlkritL the Iraqi president’s 
half brother. Mr. Tikriti, 
Iraq’s former envoy to the Un- 
ited Nations in Geneva and a 
former intelligence chief, re- 
turned to Bag h dad this year to 
become a special adviser to Mr. 
Hussein. Uday, 28, is the presi- 
dent’s eldest son. He heads 
Iraqi sports bodies inducting 
the Olympic Committee and 
Football Association and pub- 
lishes the daily newspaper 

Babel- 

week when it was barred from 

sealing off the missile facilities. 

President Saddam urged 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Saturday received at 
the Royal Court Faisal Husseini, 
bead of the steering committee of 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
Middle East peace talks. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. Hus- 
seini reviewed Jordanian- 
Palestiuian relations and the re- 
cent meeting held between offi- 
cials from the two sides. 

The Regent and Mr. Husseini 
also discussed the renovation of 
holy sites in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, especially the Dome 
of the Rock and AI Aqsa Mos- 
ques in occupied Jerusalem. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of State for Prime Minis- 
try Affairs Jawad AI Anani. 

In comments to Petra, Mr. 
Husseini Saturday dismissed re- 
ports describing the recent visit 
by U.S. Mideast peace coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross as a failure, 
stressing that it was premature to 

Abbadi 

named 

Amman 

mayor 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Coun- 
cil of Ministers Saturday 
announced the appointment of 
Mamdouh AI Abbadi as mayor 
of Greater Amman succeeding 
Mohammad AI Bashir, who 
resigned his post last week. 

Dr. Abbadi has earlier 
served as health minister and 
president of the Jordan Medic- 
al Association. 

Mr. Bashir resigned in order 
to prepare for the 1993 election 
campaign in which he plans to 
run for Parliament. 


issue a judgement on Palestinian- 
American contacts which took 
place during the visit. 

Mr. Husseini said the Palesti- 
nian delegation presented its de- 
mands to Mr. Ross concerning 
the envisaged interim self-rule in 
the occupied territories and the 
need to indude Jerusalem in the 
negotiations. They also stressed 
the need for the Palestinians to 
have full jurisdiction over the 
territories Israel occupied in 
1967, he said. 

The Palestinians are awaiting a 
U.S. response to these demands 
be said, and expressed hope that 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will cany with him 
the answers to the demands in his 
coming visit to the region. 

Stressing the Palestinians' 
keenness to achieve peace, Mr. 
Husseini said the Palestinian peo- 
ple were seeking an end to the 
occupation of their lands and the 
implementation of international 



Mamdouh AI Abbadi 

Dr. Abbadi, 50, was a candi- 
date from Zarqa during the 
November 1989 parliamentary 
elections. 

Dr. Abbadi is also a found- 
ing member of the Jordan 
Arab National Democratic 
Alliance, which grouped sever- 
al parliament members and 
leading political activists. 


JU.N. keeps up pressure on Aideed amid moves to defuse row 


Combined agency despatches 

ifllj 

MOGADISHU (AP) — U.N. 
* r forces kept up military pressure 
Jj, Saturday by hunting for gunmen 
and weapons in a massive sweep 
^ backed by low-flying helicopters. 
L* Hundreds of troops of the U.S. 

Quick Reaction Force (QRF) 
"T* swanned through houses, squat- 
ter shacks and derelict offices in a 
“Lj neighbourhood where gunmen 
r#. ^ launched an attack on the 
* ^ode airport earlier in the 
week. 

Reconnaissance and strike heli- 
copters swooped low over a 
ifli vacant soap factory believed to 
have been used by attackers who 
fired mortar and rocket grenades 
against U.N. positions Wednes- 
day. 

The action came as diplomatic 
[tdf efforts intensified to heal a rift 
jf ^ between U.N. leaders and mem- 
ijjf !*** of the 27-nation peacekeep- 
jftf ing force who claim the mission 

. If has lost sight of its humanitarian 
objectives. 

wfi Italian envoys met U.N. and 
U.S. officials in Mogadishu to try 
to defuse a row with the United 
pi Nations over its demand for the 
,f‘ recall of the commander of Ita- 
Jp ^ forces in Somalia. 

Vf The Italian news agency 
J *{j®A, reporting from the Soma- 


^vippita| t said Italian Army De- 
j puty Chief of Staff General Mario 


Buscemi had talks with the U.N. 
special representative in Somalia, 
retired U.S. Admiral Jonathan 
Howe. 

Details of the talks at the semi- 
fortress compound of the U.N. 
Operation in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM) were not available. 

Foreign Ministry envoy Mauri- 
zio Moreno was also to meet U.S. 
State Department Somali affairs 
expert David Shin in Mogadishu, 
ANSA said. Mr. Shin is expected 
to travel on to Rome next week. 

The dispute with the U.N. over 
military action against Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farab 
Aideed exploded into an angry 
row this week when the U.N. 
called pubfidy for the removal of 
the commander of Italy’s 2,600 
troops. General Bruno Loi. 

The open rift followed fierce 
Italian criticism of an attack led 
by U.S. helicopters on Monday 
on a command centre of Gen. 
Aideed, blamed by the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in Somalia 
for the killing of 35 of its troops in 
the past five weeks. 

At least 50 Somalis died in the 
raid and four journalists were 
killed by vengeftil Somalis when 
they reined the scene. 

ANSA said UNOSOM, which 
has 20,000 troops from 23 nations 
in Somalia, distributed Somah- 
language leaflets in Mogadishu 
Saturday which identified the 


target of the raid as a base for 
leaders of Gen. Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance (SNA). 

It quoted the leaflet as saying 
‘'the bandit Aideed is responsible 
for the continuing problems in 
Mogadishu.” and that “Aideed’s 
devils killed the journalists to 
hide the truth.” 

UNOSOM has put Monday’s 
death toll far lower. ANSA 
quoted the leaflet as saying the 
Somalis killed were directly re- 
sponsible for the killing of six 
Somali U.N. staff. 

U.S. helicopters buzzed over- 
head Saturday as ground forces 
sealed off a large area between 
the airport and a polyt ethnical 
school, located near the K4 
strategic . roundabout, searching 
houses and shacks making up 
refugee camps in the area. 

U.S. and Egyptian troops 
body-searched passersby during 
the operation which lasted until 
10:30 a.m. The troops set up two 
check points on the road leading 
to the airport and also thoroughly 
searched all vehicles for weapons. 

Sergeant Saralynne Snell, a 
U.N. military spokeswoman, said 
the operation- only led to one 
minor shooting incident. Sgt. 
Snell refused to comment on the 
operation except to say that it was 
aimed at “confiscating arms and 
possibly slopping gunmen.” 

Sgt. Snell said that the semi- 


permanent presence of the heli- 
copters over southern Mogadishu 
was meant to act as a deterrent. 

“The people hear the helicop- 
ters and if they are thinking of 
doing something wrong, the noise 
above could dissuade them.” 

ANSA said a mortar borflb had 
been fired at the UNOSOM com- 
pound overnight but did not 
appear to have caused casualties. 

Italy has the third-Iargest U.N. 
contingent in Somalia after the 
United States and Pakistan. 

It has refused to pull out Gen. 
Loi, a Beirut peacekeeping veter- 
an, and insisted that dialogue 
rather than force should be the 
underlying tactic for the U.N. 
mission in the former Italian col- 
ony. 

Italian troops retook a key 
checkpoint where three of their 
soldiers were killed in Mogadishu 
this month by talking to elders of 
Gen. Aideed’s Haber Gedir dan 
rather than bowing to U.N. 
wishes for a foil frontal assault. 

“When the U.N. said it would 
have to be retaken by force, Gen. 
Loi told me we would have be- 
tween 30 and 70 dead and the 
Somalis about the same,” Italian 
Defence Minister Fabio Fabbri 
was quoted as saying on Satur- 
day. 

“Imagine how the country 
would have reacted if the govern- 
ment had authorised a possibly 


incondusive action at such a high 
price/' be told II Giomale news- 
paper. 

The U.N. accuses Gen. Loi of 
taking orders directly from Rome 
and ignoring instructions from 
UNOSOM military commanders. 

Ghali: Fight for peace 

U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali Saturday defended the 
world body's operations in Soma- 
lia, saying the United Nations 
must be allowed to fight for peace 
in the war-ravaged African state. 

In an interview with the Ger- 
man weekly Der Spiegel news 
magazine, Dr. Ghali rejected cri- 
ticism of the mission, which has 
evolved around whether the U.N. 
should pursue its fight against 
Gen. Aideed or seek dialogue. 

“We have to be in a position to 
fight militarily — to fight for 
peace,” Dr. Ghali said in the 
interview released before the 
magazine's publication Monday. 

"One prerequisite for success- 
ful aid mission is that peacekeep- 
ers are prepared and able to use 
force,” Dr. Ghali said. 

Dr. Ghali acknowledged that 
the world body faces difficulties 
and blamed member countries for 
failing to pull their weight by not 
paying promised funds or provid- 
ing enough troops for peacekeep- 
ing missions. 


Sharif refuses to confirm Ishaq Khan resignation 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif refused 
late Saturday to confirm that President Ghulam Ishaq Khan had resigned 
as had been announced earlier by the opposition. Speaking to reporters, 
Mr. Sharif also refused to answer questions on a possible dissolution of the 
National Assembly, which one of the main opposition leaden, Nawabza- 
da Nasrullah. had earlier announced along with the resignation. "1 am 
trying to solve the problems in line with the constitution. We will do 
nothing illegal. I am not afraid of future elections,” was all Mr. Sharif 
would say (sec page 8). Mr. Nasnillah had said the decision to dissolve the 
assembly either later Saturday or early Sunday and the decision to resign 
had been taken following a second round of talks between the president, 
the prime minister and army chief General Abdul Wabeed aimed at 
resolving the four-month-old political crisis. 


Price: 150 FOs 


King: No alternative 
to peace process 


resolutions on the Palestinian 
question. 

Mr. Husseini saw intense 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations 
were continuing with the aim of 
securing the repatriation of 
Palestinians expelled last Decem- 
ber to South Lebanon as soon as 
possible and affirmed that their 
return to occupied territories 
should be unconditional. 

Mr. Husseini said he will dis- 
cuss with officials here finan rial 
problems facing die 16 Islamic 
schools in Jerusalem which pro- 
vide education to 8,000 students. 
He said any support for these 
schools is considered a support 
. for the Palestinians of Jerusalem. 

Support for holy sites in occu- 
pied Jerusalem should come 
through die Islamic Awqaf De- 
partment in the city so as not to 
give the Israeli occupation au- 
thorities the chance to interfere in 
the affairs of Islamic holy rites, he 
said. 

7-y ear-old 
among 13 
wounded 
in Gaza 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Troops shot 
and injured a seven-year-old boy 
during a clash with stone- 
throwers in the occupied Gaza 
Strip Saturday, the army and 
Arab reports said. 

Twelve other people were in- 
jured in Gaza Strip dashes, none 
seriously, the reports said. The i 
boy was in moderate condition | 
after an operation on his abdo- 
minal area, they said. 

Israel has come under fire from 
human rights groups following a 
sharp increase in the number of 
youths 16 and under killed by live 
fire in dashes in the 5 Vi year-old 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

At least 38 children have died 
since last December, as opposed 
to 17 over the previous six 
months. The army has said the 
deaths result from a correspon- 
dingly greater threat to soldiers in 
the field, who do not see the 
children among rioting crowds. 

Standing orders forbid soldiers 
from shooting at children 15 or 
under. 

Also Saturday, five members 
of a vigilante group affiliated with 
the mainstream Fateh wing of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion escaped across the border to 
Egypt, wall graffiti said. 

The graffiti, on wails in Rafah 
and Khan Yunis, towns near the 
Gaza-Egyptian border, said the 
members of the Fateh Hawks 
crossed into Egypt before dawn. 

The Israeli army has used a 3 Vi 
month closure of the occupied 
lands to flush out wanted men by 
killing them, arresting them, or 
driving them across die border. 

So far about 65 men have 
crossed into Egypt. 15 have been 
killed and 45 have been caught — 
a total of 125 out of a list of 200 
wanted men. 

The occupied territories were 
paralysed Saturday due to a 
general strike called by the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas to mark the beginning of 
the eighth month of Israel’s ex- 
pulsion of 415 Palestinians to Le- 
banon. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Thursday delivered 
a speech at the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defence 
Studies in London entitled 
“Securing Peace in the Middle 
East." 

In his speech, the King covered 
a Wide range of domestic, region- 
al and international issues from 
the Jordanian perspective, with 
particular emphasis on the Mid- 
dle East peace process, and the 
course of democratisation in Jor- 
dan. 

On peace in the Middle East, 
the King emphasised that there is 
no alternative to foe current pro- 
cess which represents “the last 
opportunity to achieve an hon- 
ourable, lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace that future generations 
can live with,” a press release 
from the International Press 
Office in Amman said. 

Jerusalem, the King said, “is of 
equal importance to all followers 
of the three great monotheistic 
religions and should reflect the 
essence of such a peace." The 
King said that “the Palestinian 
problem is at the core of the 


Arab-Israeli conflict which is the 
root cause of instability in our 
troubled region," and that no 
solution to the conflict could be 
found if there is a failure to 
properly address the Palestinian- 
Israeli dimension. 

Such a solution, he stressed, 
must guarantee Palestinian rights 
' on their national soil. 

He also stressed thar there can- 
not be a solution to the Palesti- 
nian problem without the Palesti- 
nians. 

The King added that Palesti- 
nian delegates to the peace talks 
have so far displayed exemplary 
moral and physical courage that 
has enabled the process to come 
thus far. 

On extremism, the King said 
that sometimes the actions of the 
few overshadow the true image 
and nature of Islam. He said that 
“as a Hashemite, a Muslim and 
an Arab/ 1 he will do his utmost to 
rectify this inaccurate image that 
is portrayed and which usually 
reflects feelings of anger, despair, 
and to defend the true nature of 
Islam. 


Majali: Confederation 
only after peace accord 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Jordanian 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali has said the Kingdom would 
not form a confederation with 
Palestinians until after peace with 
Israel is achieved. 

A Palestinian peace negotiator 
said Friday the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) was dis- 
cussing forming a confederation 
with Jordan in die hope of break- 
ing a deadlock in Middle East 
peace talks. 

“The confederation will not 
happen until the Palestinian peo- 
ple get their right to self- 
determination/’ Dr. Majali told 
the Arabic-language weekly AI 
Wasat in an interview to be pub- 
lished on Monday. 

A copy was made available to 
Reuters Saturday. 

“After that we will decide on 
confederation, federation or any 
other form," added Mr. Majali, 
who headed Jordan's team at 
nine rounds of bilateral talks with 
Israel before becoming prime 
minister in May. 

Jordan and the PLO 
announced in Amman last week 
the formation of six joint commit- 
tees in the first practical step 
towards a future confederation 
between the Kingdom and 
Palestinians. 

“These committees... should 
oversee coordination between 
us,” Dr. Majali said. 

Twenty months of talks be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis have 
produced few results. Palesti- 
nians and Israelis were to negoti- 
ate an agreement on a five-year- 
period of self-rule for the nearly 
two million Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

Israel objects to the establish- 
ment of an independent Palesti- 
nian state in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and favours instead a 
confederation with Jordan. 

Thaw in Gulf ties 

Jordan’s ties with most Arab 
Gulf states have improved since 
the Gulf war but it has no im- 
mediate prospect of better rela- 


tions with Kuwait, a Jordanian 
minister said Saturday. 

“With Kuwait, of course, it is 
futile at this stage (to mend 
fences) because I do not think the 
Kuwaitis are ready to talk reason 
and to normalise the relationship 
at the stage,” Jawad AI Anani, 
minister ofstate for Prime Minis- 
try Affairs, told reporters at a 
briefing in Amman. 

“They (the Kuwaitis) are still 
living in the euphoria of what 
happened.” 

Jordan was perceived as siding 
with Iraq when it invaded Kuwait 
and has not reopened its embassy 
in the emirate since the 1990 
crisis. Kuwait's embassy in Am- 
man is run by a charge d’affaires. 

More than 300,000 Jordanians 
— mostly of Palestinian origin — 
were forced to flee Kuwait be- 
cause of the war. 

Dr. Anani said other Gulf 
Arab states were better inclined 
towards Jordan. 

“There are certain Gulf states 
who would like to see relations 
with Jordan improved,” be said. 
“Some states have come back to 
recruiting Jordanians and are tak- 
ing more than they had originally 
planned.” 

“Some have sent ambassadors 
*and expect to exchange official 
visits with Jordan." 

A team from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) this month vi- 
sited Jordan for the first time in 
three years and recruited hun- 
dreds of school and university 
teachers. 

Qatar sent a new ambassador 
to Amman earlier this year and 
Bahrain is about to send a new 
envoy. 

Jordan's stance during the cri- 
sis angered the Gulf states, chief- 
ly Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, once 
its key financial backers. 

Amman remained neutral in 


the Gulf crisis despite massive 
popular pro-Baghdad sym- 
pathies. Buz it refused to send 


troops to join the Saudi-based 
U.S.-led Western military 
alliance that later liberated 
Kuwait. 


Follower of sheikh charged 
in ‘plot to kill Mubarak’ 


NEW YORK (R) — An 
Egyptian-bom follower of Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman was held 
without bail on Saturday on 
charges that be was part of a plot 
to assassinate Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

According to federal charges 
announced late Friday, Abdo 
Mohammad Haggag conspired 
with other followers of Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman to kill Mr. 
Mubarak during the Egyptian 
leader’s visit last March to the 
United States. 

The government contends that 
the plot involved some of those 
already charged with conspiracy 
for planning to blow up the Un- 
ited Nations and other New York 
landmarks. Eleven people have 
been charged in that case (see 
page IQ)- 

At the time the plot was unco- 
vered, federal officials said the 
group had planned to kill Mr. 


Mubarak, as well as the secretary 
general of the United Nations, 
Boutros Ghali, who is also Egyp- 
tian, and U.S. Senator Alfonse 
D "Amato of New York, a strong 
supporter of Israel. 

But Saturday's charges are the 
first to be filed against any mem- 
bers of the group for any alleged 
murder plots. 

The complaint alleges that Sid- 
dig Ibrahim Siddig Ali, the 
alleged ringleader in the U.N. 
bomb plot, and Cement Rodney 
Hampton-Ei. were also involved 
in the plot to kill Mr. Mubarak, 
but they were not charged. 

The plan to murder Mr. 
Mubarak was allegedly hatched 
in late 1992. The Egyptian leader 
was targe tied for asassination 
when he visited the United States 
last March, and was to be target- 
ted again during a planned visit in 
September, the complaint said. 



‘Bush plot’ adjourned until 
September; Kuwaiti gets bail 


Combined agency dispatches 


KUWAIT — A Kuwaiti defen- 
dant was released on bail Satur- 
day after the latest bearing in- 
volving 14 men accused of plot- 
ting to kill former U.S. President 
George Bush during an April visit 
to the emirate. 

Chief Judge Salah A1 Fabad 
then adjourned the case until 
Sept. 4. A three-judge panel has 
been bearing testimony intermit- 
tently since June S. 

The' 11 Iraqis and three 
Kuwaitis are charged with plot- 
ting to assassinate Mr. Bush dur- 
ing his April 14-16 visit to 
Kuwait, where he was honoured 
for putting together the 1991 Gulf 
war coalition that ended Iraq's 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

The maximum penalty for con- 
viction could be death by hang- 
ing. 

Defendant Nasser Abdul 
Ridha A1 Meil was all smiles 
when the judge announced he 
would be freed on bail. The bail 
was set at 500 Kuwaiti dinars 
($1,750). 

Mr. Meil faces five years in jail 
on changes he sheltered the Iraqi 
infiltrators. He admits Iraqis vi- 


sited his home, but says he had no 
knowledge of any anti-Bush plot. 

Another defendant, Bader 
Jiyad A1 Shhnmiri, told the court 
Saturday he was innocent of in- 
volvement in the plot. A1 Shim- 
miri was arrested after an 
explosives-ladcn car was found 
on his property; he insists he only 
bought contraband liquor from 
tbe Iraqis. 

“I was hurt on Aug. 2,” Mr. 
Shimimri said in a reference to 
Aug. 2, 1990, the date Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait. “How can I hurt 
my own country.’* 

Kuwaiti authorities arrested 
the group, comprised of 11 Iraqis 
and three Kuwaitis, one day be- 
fore Mr. Bush arrived. 


Only two of the 14 accused — 
Raad Abdul Amir A1 Assadi and 
Wali Abdul Hadi A1 Ghazaii — 
have admitted having ties with 
Iraqi intelligence services or plot- 
ting against Mr. Bush during his 
visit to Kuwait in April. 

Mr. Ghazaii a 36-year-old Iraqi 
nurse, said he was assigned by 
Iraqi intelligence to detonate, an 
explosives-Iaden car near a build- 
ing where Mr. Bush was being 
honoured. He said that if this 
failed, he was given a belt of 
explosives to set off in a suicide 

attack. 


Cairo cleric 
wants regime 
to kill heretics 


Germany under pressure 
against Somalia troops 


CAIRO (R) — A prominent 
Muslim cleric called Friday for 


A deputy to the attorney 
general read out a medical report 
commissioned by tbe court after 
one of the accused, Ali Khodeir, 
a 73-year-old Iraqi, complained 
he had been beaten during his 
interrogation. 

Doctors found “no trace of 
wounds, either old or recent," 
according to die report. 

Tbe parents of the Kuwaitis 
among the accused attended the 
trial Saturday, for the first time 
since it opened on June 5. 


The United States bombed Ira- 
qi intelligence headquarters in 
Baghdad on June 27 in retaliation 
for the alleged plot. Iraq denies 
involvement. 

Police say that in the early 
horns of April 13 most of the 14 
arrived in Kuwait from Iraq in a 
GMC Suburban vehicle and the 
booby-trapped Toyota, carrying 
13 cases of illicit whisky and two 
pistols, a rifle and a bag of 
explosives. 

Police say they were on alert 


Muslim cleric called Friday for 
the Egyptian government to 
appoint a special committee to 
judge unrepentant heretics who 
should then be killed. 

Sheikh Mohammad A1 Gfaaz- 
zali's comments highlighted 
growing readiness by respected 
Muslim clerics to challenge the 
government by spelling out the 
same vision of a purist Islamic 
state as militant groups, while 
renouncing the wave of violence 
that has accompanied the mili- 
tants* struggle as on-Islamic. 


after a tip-off from sources inside 
Iraq in March and rounded up 
most of the group before they 
could put the plan into action. 


Sheikh Ghazzali, a scholar with 
wide influence among Muslim 
fundamentalists, told reporters at 
Cairo airport the government 
should appoint a committee of 
Muslim scholars to judge the 
religious beliefs of Egyptian Mus- 
lims suspected of apostasy. 

If they were found to be apos- 
tates and did not repent, they 
should be killed by the govern- 
ment, he said. 

Sheikh Ghazzali said an apos- 
tate was “anyone who derides 
religion or mocks Shari'a (I si air i 
law)." 


Palestinian ‘hijacker’ arrested in Lagos' 
disputes American jurisdiction claim 


He added: “An apostai 
should be given a time within 
which to repent and if he does not' 


repent he is killed by the agency 
of the government.” 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Palestinian who has admitted kill- 
ing two passengers in a 1985 
Egyptian airline hijacking was in 
custody here Friday, after being 
tamed over to U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigations (FBI) 
agents in Nigeria. 

His court-appointed lawyer 
said he was disputing the right of 
the United States to hold and try 
trim on the grounds he was seized 
abroad. 

Omar Mohammad Aii Rezaq, 
a suspected member of the Abu 
Nidai group, is charged in the 
United States with air piracy, a 
crime that carries a maximum 
penalty of death or life in prison. 

Sixty people died in the hijack- 
ing, 58 of them after the Egyptair 
jetliner was stormed by Egyptian 
commandos after landing in Mal- 
ta. 

Rezaq, 30, appeared briefly in 
federal court. U.S. District Judge . 
Royce Lam berth entered a plea 
of not guilty in his behalf after the ^ 
court-appointed lawyer for Rezaq 
refused to enter a plea. 

The attorney, Sandra Sonen- 
berg, said the defendant is “not 
acceding to tbe court's jurisdic- 
tion” because Rezaq was seized 
abroad. 

Rezaq was dressed in orange 
prison overalls and was informed 
of the court proceedings through 


a translator. He was ordered held 
without bond pending a court 
hearing Aug. 2. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Joseph Valder said Rezaq should 
be denied bail because he has. 
confessed to committing a violent 
crime and is likely to flee the 
country if freed. 

Rezaq was sentenced to 25 
years in prison in Malta for his 
role in the Nov. 23, 1985, hijack- 
ing. At the opening of his trial, 
Rezaq pleaded guilty to fatally 
shooting Scarlett Rogenkamp, of 
California, and Nitzan Mendd- 
soo, an Israeli. 


In 1987, the FBI captured 
Fawaz Younis, a Lebanese, after 
luring him to a boat off Cyprus 
with a promise of a drug deal. He 
was convicted of the 1985 hijack- 
ing in Beirut of a Royal Jordanian 
jetliner with two American 
citizens on board and is serving 30 
years in U.S. federal prison. 

U.S. courts upheld the FBI 
tactics in that case. 


He also admitted wounding 
another American woman, Jackie 
Pflug, who survived after she was 
shot in the head and left on the 
airport tarmac. 

But the Lebanese-bom Palesti- 
nian only served seven years be- 
fore Malta granted him amnesty, 
and he flew to Ghana on Feb. 25- 
.He remained there until he 
boarded a flight that landed in 
Lagos, Nigeria on Thursday. 

Details of his arrest were 
sketchy. 

But the Justice Department 
said Rezaq was turned over to 
U.S. law enforcement authorities 
when Lagos authorities barred 
him from officially entering 
Nigeria after landing there. 


Rezaq and two other men in 
1985 hijacked the Egyptian 737 
jet en route from Athens,' 
Greece, to Cairo, Egypt, and 
diverted It to Malta. Rezaq’s two 
accomplices were killed during 
tbe commando rescue and Rezaq 
was wounded by gunfire. 

The U.S. House Foreign 
Affairs Sub-Committee on Inter- 
national Security called Rezaq a 
suspected member of the Abu 
Nidai organisation. Tbe panel 
said Malta had assured the Un- 
ited States that Rezaq would re- 
main in prison until 1996. . 


of the government." 

Independent Muslim clerics 
and scholars embarrassed the 
government in April when they 
tried to mediate between the 
government and militant leaders 
m prison to end a battle between 
the two sides which has claimed 
over 150 lives since March last 
year. 

President Hosni Mubarak sack- 
ed then-interior Minister Abdul 
Halim Musa after he made public 
that he met tbe group, which put 
to liim militan t demands such as 
tbe release of political detainees 
and the founding of an Islamic 
political party. 

Sheikh Ghazzali, who sug- 
gested that Cairo’s AJ Azhar Isla- 
mic University might provide 
scholars for the committee, 
caused a national stir last month 
when he testified for Muslim mili- 
tants accused of killing the anti- 
fundamentalist writer Farag 
Foda. 


l£.S. authorities believe Malta 
released him early under pressure 
from Libya, the New York Tunes 
reported Friday. 

President Hosni Mnbarak of 
Egypt blamed Abu Nidai for the 
1985 hijacking and said the hi- 
jackers had Libyan backing. Mal- 
ta said there was no evidence of 
Libyan involvement. 


-Without specifically denounc- 
ing Foda by name, he said that 
anyone who openly resisted the 
full imposition of Islamic law was 
an apostate and therefore could 
be killed eitheT by the govern- 
ment, or failing that, by pious 
individuals. 

The statement, condemned by 
human rights groups as an invita- 
tion to murder, sparked wide 
public debate and garnered some 
support from other Muslim cler- 
ics. 


Middle East Watch urges free access to Jerusalem 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Middle East Watch, a U.S.- 
based human rights organisa- 
tion. is calling on Israel to 
separate the issue of access to 
East Jerusalem from tbe ban of 
entry into Israel imposed on 
Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Eric Goldstein, an analyst 
for Middle East Watch, 
addressed the human rights 
issues involved in the closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip during a July 16 briefing 
for reporters; and congressional 
staff held on Capitol Hill. 

East Jerusalem is “the cen- 
tre of intellectual, economic, ■ 
cultural and religious life” for 
the Palestinians and therefore 
“should be accessible to the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Goldstein 
said. 

Restricting access to East 
Jerusalem is in effect restrict- 


ing access to places of worship, 
specialised hosptials, foreign 
consulates, airline ticket 
offices, post office boxes, 
banks, and business contacts, 
Mr. Goldstein said. 

The restriction of access to 
East Jerusalem has also im- 
peded access between the 
northern and southern areas of 
the West Bank. Mr. Goldstein 
said. 

“There has to be a way for 
people in the north West Bank 
to get to south West Bank,” he 
said. He noted that tbe Israeli 
government plans “to build a 
road to circumvent East Jeru- 
salem to make it easier to get 
around.” 

The closure of the occupied 
territories has bad a severe 
impact on the economy of tbe 
West Bank and Gaza, be said. 
According to Mr. Goldstein, 
one-third of the West Bank's 


total income and one-half of 
Gaza’s income derive from em- 
ployment in Israel. 

Before the closure, about 
110,000 Palestinians living in 
the occupied territories work- 
ed inride Israel, according to 
Mr. Goldstein. At present, ab- 
out 50.000 Palestinians are re- 
ceiving permits to work inside 
Israel, he said. 

Less income translates into 
less buying-power, which b 
adversely affecting tbe local 
economy in Gaza, Mr. Gold- 
stein said. He warned that diet- 
ary habits are changing as a 
result of the decreased income 
and that “there is some con- 
cern about the (health) con- 
sequences of this.” 

Middle East Watch b calling 
on Israel to invest in the terri- 
tories, create jobs and offer 
compensation to the families 
affected by the closure, Mr. 


Goldstein said. “Some alterna- 
tive means of income needs to 
be found,” he said. 

Israel must also improve its 
bureaucratic ability to handle 
the requests and appeals for 
permits for entry into Israel, 
Mr. Goldstein said. While an 
increased number of permits 
are now issued, Palestinians 
must still wait four to five 
houis for one-day only passes, 
he noted. 

“The offices of the civil 
administration are understaf- 
fed,” be said. 

Middle East Watch is not 
suggesting that “there b a (hu- 
man) right for Palestinians to a 
job in Israel,” Mr. Goldstein 
said. “But there b an obliga- 
tion of the Israeli occupying 
authorities to attend to the 
welfare of the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories,” he 
stressed. 


BONN (AP) — Two months 
after the first German soldiers 
doffed their U.N. blue Berets in 
.Somalia, calls are growing for 
their withdrawal before they get 
mixed up in fighting. 

Germany, plagued by its milit- 
ary past, launched its first over- 
seas deployment since World 
War II only because of the huma- 
nitarian nature of the U.N. mis- 
sion in Somalia. 

But the country was shocked 
by the murder of German photo- 
grapher Hansi Krauss and three 
other foreign journalists by a 
Somali mob on Monday, and by a 
rebel rocket attack on Mogadishu 
airport two days later that sent 
nine German soldiers scrambling 
for cover. 

Mr. Krauss, a Berlin-based 
photographer with tbe Associ- 
ated Press, has become a national 
symbol for tbe chaos afflicting 
Somalia. German newspapers 
printed stories about hb grisly 
murder days after it happened. 

Newspapers are filled with bit- 
ter debate over whether the Un- . 
ited Nations b acting more like a 
six-gun-toting sbenff than an 
organisation come to save fives. 

Many Germans are appalled by 
reports of civilians dying in 
attacks by U.S. helicopters 
against Somali rebels. Italy, 
which has had three soldiers kil- 
led in Somalia, has criticised 
military operations in its former 
African colony and at one point 
hinted it might pull out its 2,400 
soldiers. 

Dieter Vogel, chief spokesman 
for Chancellor Helmut Kohl, said 
Friday the government has no 
plans to stop deploying 1,700 
troops for tbe U.N. peacekeeping 
operation. 

About 250 soldiers are already 
in Somalia, 250 are to be shipped 
out next week and the remainder 
are to arrive by the end of Au- 
gust. 


Scrapping the deployment 
would be a huge foreign policy 
embarrassment for Mr. Kohl and 
could jeopardise his bid for a 
permanent seat on the U.N. 
Security Council. 

But Somalia has become so 
bloody that pressure is growing to 
order the soldiers' withdrawal. 

“It is completely conceivable 
that we will have to make a new 
decision (about deployment) if 
the situation deteriorates,” Fore- 
ign Minister Klaus Kinkel said on 
the ARD television network. 

Germany’s political parties are 
torn. Mr. Kohl’s Christian Demo- 
crats want to go ahead with me 
fuD deployment. Some in Mr. 
Kinkcl's party, the Free Demo- 
crats, favour holding off on send- 
ing the rest of the troops. 

Opposition politicians demand 
a full and immediate retreat. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cholera spreads In Aden area 


ADEN (AP) - A quarantined cholera treatment centre h as beg 

including 10 deaths, have been reported m the 
&|5-3 l Dr- Ahmad AH Naji. tmdeisecr£ 
ary for the ministry in Aden, said that cholera cases are on the 
continuous risc^Twelve cases have been detected over only foe past 
two days, and two of them have died. The cenje m Aden w* 
receive^dtolera cases from that whole prorai^ C^°lCTa, J a sej® 
diarrheal disease especially dangerous for infants and theeldjaly, 
a _«. — Uuted d rinkin g water or contaminated food. 
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Peninsula, is one of foe poorest countries in thcAi^World. 
Earlier reports from foe ministry said cholera has pmticulafor 
rampant m foe province of Taiz, some 200 kilometres fromfhc 
capital Sanaa. Independent sources had put the nurobar of deaths; 
. * . • _i ii.i at idncn fn TfYl mninlv children. 71 m 


capital Sanaa, iduc^uuwh, — - r-j, — . , , ,, _r~ 

due to cholera in that province at dose to 200, mainly dnldrciL The 
cause for the outbreak has not been determined offiaaDy, bm : the 


All major German newspapers 
on Friday splashed front-page 
headlines reporting that the first 
German troops had come under 
fire. Among the U.N. soldiers 
sent scurrying at Mogadishu air- 
port Wednesday were nine Ger- 
mans overseeing supplies for 
their Bundeswehr comrades in 
Bulet Hnen, 300 kilometres 
northwest of the capital. 


Over four decades, Germans 
grew cozy with the idea that their 
soldiers would probably not face 
any serious dangers. The con- 
stitution has kept German sol- 


diers from taking part in opera- 
tion in Non-North Atlantic Trea- 


tion in Non-North Atlantic trea- 
ty Organisations areas. 

But Mr. Kohl is trying to 
change that, and Somalia b his 
test. 

The chancellor got around the 
constitution by sending the troops 
to an area out of harm’s way and 
limiting them to humanitarian 
tasks, like toting water and build- 
ing roads. 


CallSC IU1 Uic VULU ” . f _ . 

spread is attributed to poor levels of sanitation and lack of-fly 
control. Mr. Naji said that a technical team in addition to a number 
of committees of experts have been set up to monitor new chofera 
cases and try to stop the disease from spreading further. ; 

Labour Party joins list against Mubarak j 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s Socialist Labour Party (SLP) has jomal the 
list of groups opposing a third term for President Hosni Mubafak 
and said it considered hb candidacy illegal. Mr. Mubarak m poorer 
since 1981, b almost certain to be nominated as sole candwatejw 
an October referendum by a debate in parliament n^ week. 

SLP joined its allies foe fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood sfntf 
two other parties, the leftist United Progressive Party (UPP) and 
the liberal opposition Wafd, in opposing a thud six-year- term for 
Mr. Mnbarak. “The consensus was to not approve a third term for 
President Hosni Mubarak because of the party’s opposition to 
internal regional and international policies in hb first two terms,” a 
party statement quoted leader Ibrahim Shukri as saying. “(We) 
consider the procedure for Mr. Mubarak’s nomination noil and 
void because it comes from a parliament whose legitimacy has beta 
challenged m the courts,” it added. All opposition parties except 
die UPP boycotted foe [art parliamentary elections in 1990 and 
unsuccessfully challenged foe results in the courts. Mr. Mubarak's 
National Democratic Party, in power since it was created by foe late 
President Anwar Sadat in 1977, holds 402 out of the 454 seats in 
parliament. Tie UPP holds five seats and the rest are indepen- 
dents. In theory, Egypt b a multi-party democracy but in practice 
the same group or its appointed successors have ruled since army j- 
officers seized power from the monarchy in 1952. f 


Law firm drops Libya as client in bombinf. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. law firm hired by Libya to end a 
diplomatic standoff over the 1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 


said Friday it was pulling out because of negative reaction from the 
public and the U.S. government. The law firm, Hughes Hubbard 
Reed, announced less than a week ago that it had been hired by the 
Libyan government to negotiate on compensation for relatives of 
victims and to seek a solution to the dispute with Washington over 
tbe alleged involvement in the bombing of two Libyans. Libya has 
refused to hand over the two suspects in the case and the United 
States has responded with trade sanctions. The mid-air explosion of 
foe Pan Am 747 over Lockerbie, Scotland, killed 259 people. 
Authorities believe a bomb was responsible. “The public percep- 
tion of tins undertaking and the reaction of government authorities 
has been so negative as to lead us to conclude that we could not 
effectively cany out this representation,” tbe firm said mils 
statement. 


Rift between religious and 
secular Jews hits the theatre 


TEL AVIV (AP) — “Hitler 
knew very well who was a Jew 
and who was not, and believe me, 
he never made a mistake,” Berta, 
a holocaust survivor, shouts at a 
rabbi. 

Ms. Berta was angry that her 
' new ultra-religious - neighbours 
were questioning whether she 
was really a Jew because she is 
not observant. 

The conflict is played out in a 
new hit stage play called “Fleis- 
cher,” about the emerging cul- 
ture war between secular and 
religious Jews in Israel. Many see 
that conflict as more intractable 
than tbe Arab-Israeli dispute. 

Tie 2 Vi-hour drama tinged 
with wry., sometimes off-colour 
humour has been controversial 
since it opened May 20. Some 
religious leaders want it cen- 
sored, and other Israelis are 
offended by tbe pronounced anti- 
Semitic invective in foe dialogue. 

Yet “Fleischer” has been one 
of the Tel Aviv Cameri Theatre’s 
biggest bits, boasting a sellout 
crowd at every showing, said II an 
Scheinfeld, spokesman for the 
country’s oldest theatre troupe. 

“The play touches a very sensi- 
tive nerve in foe Israeli public, 
and makes people think,” he 
said. “There’s a hysterical de- 
mand for tickets.” 

When Berta Fleischer, the 
butcher’s wife, shouts at the rab- 
bi, many in the packed auditor- ' 
ium applaud loudly. Some view- 
ers in foe knitted skullcaps of 
observant Jews hiss. 

The Fleischers — the German 
word for butchers — go bankrupt 
after their neighbourhood turns 
ultra-religious. Their neighbours 
won’t buy meat from them since 
their rabbis refuse to certify foe 
shop is kosher and abides by 
Jewish dietary laws. 

Tie butcher is a drinker and a ’ 
card player. The couple has a 


mentally retarded adult son, who 
rapes a rabbi’s daughter. Then 
the son, a symbol of Israel’s lost 
younger generation, sets fire to 
the shop, destroying it and killing 
his parents. 


But the crowds are drawn by 
e refidous-secular angle, which 


the religious-secular angle, which 
has touched off debates in parlia- 
ment, newspapers and even in the 
theatre after one recent showing. 

Yehnda Bauer, a researcher on 
anti-Semitism at Jerusalem’s 
Hebrew University, said he was 
not worried that tbe play would 
create a culture war. 

“Tbe culture war has existed 
for many years. Something else 
bothers me, the latent anti- 
Semitism,” he said. 


Fire shuts down British airport in Cyprus' 


NICOSIA (R) — A British military airport at Akrotiri in 
southwestern Cyprus shut down -temporarily Friday because of a 
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large bush fire west of the runway, a British bases spokesman said. 
“The airfield shut down operations for a couple of hours. AU the 
fire service personnel had to fight foe bush fire,” foe spokesman 

fnlH Rmfp.ix Th^ firr sne nut Miit ku TfYl : ■ 1 


told Reuters. The fire was put out by 200 British servicemen, nine 
fire engines and two Wessex helicopters which scooped up water 
from the sea- “Some bouses were threatened and had to be 
evacuated but no one was hurt and there was no serious damage. ’t 
he said. The spokesman said he did not know what causedthels^j 


The ultra-religious neighbours 
are repeatedly referred to as 
blacks or darkies. One woman 
even calls a religious real estate 
agent a “Jew-boy” and aparasite. 

Playwright Igal Even-Or found 
it odd that he is being accused of 
anti-Semitism. 

“For months I have suffered 
arguments with my actors, who 
insist that the religious characters 
are fantastic and that the secular 
ones are dreck,” he said; 

The play’s religions hero, Rab- 
bi Fuchs, is played by one of 
Israel's best and oldest actors, 
Yossi Yadin. 


4 Muslim activists shot dead In Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian security forces shot dead four aimed 
Murtun aojyists in two separate dashes, foe offidal news acehc? 


f™* yyP?- gendarmes killed three on Thursday m the Blida 

2*? soirth of Algiers and recovered two shotguns and an automatic 


L-„ . ir-* ■ , — woo naa a snotgun, was 

BLidf He h^hpSL m Ain Deffa area 105 falometrafrom 
had ^ ens e u ^ for killing a farmer. At least 405 Muslim 
be f n . k { Ued b l security forces in the last eight months 
fomng a wave of violence blamed on fundamentalists defeated to 
setting up an Islamic republic. 


U.S. woman chided for taunting Somalis 


Mr. Yadin said he keeps get- 
ting phone calls with complaints 
about his convincing perform- 
ance. “They ask me bow can I so 
nobly represent an ultra-religious 
rabbi,” he said. Fuchs forgives 
the Fleischers for the rape of his 
daughter, asking only that they 
leave the neighbourhood. 

Still, Shlomo Hever, a religious 
teacher from Petach Tikvah, 
walked away from the play dis- 
appointed. “Let them criticise in 
a more humane way,” he said. 
“Why just anger people?” 


ou°SL who P«>™ked a d* 

inappropriate. accepted that her behaviour was 
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WEATHER 


BuDctm supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Normal summer weather will prevail 
and winds will be nonfawesteriy mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly fresh ana seas calm 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamil Manqa 776149 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Thiab 748848 

Dr. Yousef Nasser 751144 

Dr. JamcdTarif *.. 794710 

Bias pharmacy 661912 

rerdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh jSannacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Stodsani pharmacy 637660 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 


St Mary of Nazareth Charcfa SwdQefa, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Chords, Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Charcfa of the Aanuciatioa Tel. 

637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasaqcta Charcfa Td: 622366 
Charcfa of the An nan da don Tel. 
623541. 


NfinJMojL temp. 

Amman 17/31 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts 16/35 

Jordan Valley 23/38 


DUMD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 

Akjuds pharmacy 




ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassaa A1 Faqih 986871 

KbaKfeh pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 30 per ccm. Aqaba 20 per 


EMERGENCIES 


vj*ii tretcooc uepanmem 661111 

Civfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63Q34] 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

S?*** 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

ftAfc Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Comptamts 661176 

Water and Sew erage 

Gsmpiaiirts... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Compiaims 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repm... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ..... 661 101 

Jordan Television TT3X II 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company.-. 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oucen AJh Ind. Airport 08-53200 


Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khabdi Maternity. J. Amn. 
AJdlch Maternity, J. Amn.. 
Jabal Ammon Maternity.... 

Maflias.J. Amman 

Palestine. Shrocfcani 

Shnvctsani Hospital 

Univcrsiry Hospital 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 

Army, Marica 

Onecn Alia Hospital 

Antal Hospital 


. 813813/32 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

.. 667227/9 
. 666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 
.775111/26 
. 89161 1/15 
. 60224050 
674155 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


Othw Flights (Terminal 2) 




Thh reformation h supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) inlormation depart- 
ment at the Oifccn Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)532004. where it 
should always be verified. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
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ZARQA: 

Zarqa Oovl Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

RBBD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02) 27555 5 
Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AJ Na/ccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pnnoess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Bangkok (Rj) 

Aqaba (RJ) 
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Government to combat rodents in Irbid area 
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NEW UNDP REPRESENTATIVE: Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam AJ Mjyali received in his office 
Saturday the resident representative of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Othman 
Hashem who assumed the post recently. Dr. Majali 


and Mr. Hashem reviewed development projects 
carried oat In Jordan through partial fiwaii^ng by 
the programnft and the need to prepare joint 
studies on them, particularly those related to 
recycling water and preserving the environment 


By Elia Nasrallah 
and Saad Silawi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — All government de- 
partments are collaborating to 
combat rats that have reportedly 
infested farms and residential 
areas in Irbid govern orate. Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Mahdi Al Farhan said Saturday. 

Dr. Farhan told the Jordan 
Times that the ministries of Agri- 
culture, Health and Supply are 
closely cooperating with Irbid 
govemorate to exterminate the 
rodents which have invaded some 
areas between the silos south of 
Ramtha and Azmi Al Mufti re- 
fugee camp east of Irbid city. 

He said the rats are of types 
unknown in these areas, noting 
that they might have developed, 
from local species or might have 
come from other areas. 

The rodents are reported to 
have gnawed away agricultural 
plastic sheets, drip irrigation 
pipes and the barks of trees 
among other damages they have 
caused to farmlands. 


According to Irbid governor 
Fayez Al Abbadi, local farmers 
and residents have complained of 
the sudden appearance of the 
great number of uirasuaUy big 
rodents in their area. 

A special public health sub- 
committee was immediately set 
up and took the following deci- 
sions, according to Mr. Abbadi: 

— They distributed poisonous 
materials to be used by the far- 
mers as a fiist step in extermina- 
tion. 

— The local fanners were asked 
to destroy dry grass and bushes 
and to plough their farms. 

— Local municipal authorities 
have been placing poisonous 
materials in and around the 
sewerage systems, away from the 
residential areas. 

Mr. Abbadi said that the minis- 
try of municipal and rural affairs 
was offering his office any assist- 
ance requested to deal with this 
problem. 

According to Mr. Abbadi, a 
special technical t eam from the 
Amman Municipality is planning 
a comprehensive survey of the 
region prior to working out a 


^Cancer centre to announce Minister heads efforts 

lender for medical equipment l^^™ fbeggars 


- ■ AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
.» .committee in charge of setting up 
. and operating Al Amal Centre 

near the Jordan University Hos- 
• -.pital will announce a tender for 
the purchase of medical equip- 
ment required for its operation in 
j&the next few weeks. 

" Committee rapporteur Abdul- 

- -lah AJ Khatib told the Jordan 
' ’Times Saturday that the tender 
'••"will be announced as soon as 
-.-work has been completed on the 
-".latest changes that have been 
' • taking place at the centre which 

'will have an overall cost of JD13 

- --million. 

1 “Acting upon the advice of the 


American specialised -‘firm of 
Leo A. Daly, we have added one 
more laboratory, a kitchen and 
two operation theatres and made 
arrangements for other changes,” 
said Dr. Khatib. 

The American firm was invited 
here by former Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker in May 
and conducted a study on the 
completed building before prop- 
osing the changes and the expan- 
sion, explained Dr. Khatib, who 
is also president of the Genera] 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), the main contributor to 
the project. 


He said a Jordanian construc- 
tion firm was designing and car- 
rying out the alterations which 
arc now nearing completion. 

Nearly JD 7 trillion worth of 
equipment will be needed to start 
operating the centre, and these 
mil be purchased under the terms 
of the coming tender, Dr. Khatib 
said. 

He estimates that JD2 to 
JD 2.5 million would be needed 
to run the centre annually. 

He said that the centre could 
be opened for preliminary opera- 
tions by January 1994, but it will 
become fully operational by April 
of next year. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Interior is spearheading 
efforts to stem the practice of 
begging on the streets of Amman 
and in other cities and has set up 
special committees- to work in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Social Development and the Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) to 
achieve that end. 

A statement following a meet- 
ing held at the Ministry of In- 
terior Saturday said that foreign 
beggars found on the streets 
would be deported and the com- 
mittees entrusted with the task of 
ridding the streets of beggars and 
homeless people will also be deal- 
ing with street vendors who 
generally frequent traffic light in- 
tersections to sell their merchan- 


dise. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad, .who chaired the meet- 
ing, said the number of beggars 
and street vendors has been in- 
creasing lately, especially in Am- 
man. 

He said among those vendors 
on the streets were handicapped 
people and young boys. 

Mr. Hammad said immediate 
measures should be adopted to 
deal with this situation. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Al Sqour pre- 
sented a working paper offering 
ideas on ways to deal with the 
problem. PSD Director Abdul 
Rahman Al Udwan and Amman 
Governor Issa Al Omari were 
present at the meeting. 


H Arab Academy of Music starts 
cyp,! 3-day annual meeting in Amman 


By lea Wahbeh .r. 

. . Jordan Times Staff Reporter- 

•..AMMAN — The 12th conference 
• of the Arab Academy of Music 
^--started Saturday at the Royal 
-.-Cultural Centre. The three-day 

- .-meeting intends to tackle issues 
■ . related to music education in the 
“ ^Arab World and various adminis- 
trative matters. 

• Organised by the National 
Mnsic Consr*vatory (NMC) of 
•-. the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
-:-(NHF), the conference was 
opened by Minister of Culture 
; Mahmoud Al Samra and is being 
---act snded by participants from 13 
^■•Arab countries. 

:-• ! The Baghdad-based Arab 
-.'Academy of Music is one of the 
- l associations of the Arab League 
and was founded in 1971 to follow 
up on the development of music 
education, the diffusion of music 
culture and the preservation of 

- Arab music. 

" The academy comprises 22 
‘-countries and cooperates with in- 
jtownational, regional and Arab 
‘-"Organisations, such as the Union 
' • bf Arab Radios, the Arab League 


Edncational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation ■ (ALES- 
CO), the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Social and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) and the In- 
ternational Music Council. 

The general assembly of the 
academy has, as part of its setup, 
the following main committees: 
Music Education and Culture, 
Classical Music, Folk Music, 
Music Produc^ons and Historical 
Studies. 

Every two years, a general 
assembly is held in one of the 
member states and a meeting of 
the executive board of the 
academy is held in February each 
year. 

The annual conferences are held 
in one of the member states. 

Kifah Fakhoury, director of the 
National Music Conservatory, 
said Jordan was chosen to ensure 
the highest level of partiripatiQn 
at this year’s conference. 

The addresses, including those 
of Hie Algerian representative 
and of MuniC Bashir, secretary 
general of the Arab Academy of 
Music, welcomed the participants 
and praised the advance in the 
domain of music of the host 


country. 

In tone with the event, students 
of the Arab Munir Programme of 
.the NMC presented a masterly 
performed musical interlude. 

Chosen to coincide with the 
Jerash Festival, the conference 
members were witness, together 
with the Jordanian public, to two 
performances by the National 
Music Conservatory’s orchestra 
as part of the manifestations dedi- 
cated to the festival. 

The performances, on Friday 
and Saturday, July 16 and 17, 
were executed in cooperation 
with Korean musicians at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

On Sunday, July 18, the Arab 
Music Ensemble of the conserva- 
tory will perform four suites at 
the Orthodox Club. 

After three days of meetings, 
the conference, whose partici- 
pants come from Algeria, Tuni- 
sia, Morocco, Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, Egypt, Somalia, Palestine, 
Yemen, Ubya, Oman and Jor- 
’ dan, will issue recommendations, 
undoubtedly aimed at furthering 
the progress of muse in the Arab 
World. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq celebrates natiqnal holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah AJ 
Hussein Saturday attended a reception held by the Iraqi embassy 
in Amman on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of die July 17 
Revolution. The reception, held at the Sports City Club, was also 
attended by the speaker of the Upper House of Parliament, the 
chief of the Royal Court, members of the Cabinet, members of 
the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament, senior government 
officials, heads of diplomatic missions and members of the Iraqi 
community in Amman. 

Cabinet approves visit to China 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of Ministers Saturday 
announced its approval of a visit to China by a delegation led by 
Agriculture Minister Marwan Kama! to discuss bilateral coopera- 
tion in agricultural fields. The delegation will make the visit 
between July 30 and August 10 this year. Also the Cabinet 
announced its approval to hold talks between the Gvil Aviation 
Authorities in Jordan and Bangladesh to conclude an agreement 
organising air transport between Dhaka and Amman. The 
Cabinet approved a visit by a delegation of Jordanian youth to 
Lebanon to take part in the Arab Youth Festival due to open on 
August 10. The delegation will comprise youth from the Irbid and 
Wadi Mousa youth centres. 

Jordanian, Congolese ministers meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad 
Saturday received in his office the Congolese Interior Minister 
and an accompanying delegation. Mr. Hammad briefed his 
counterpart on administrative processes in Jordan, decentralised 
administrations, local administrations and the role of municipal 
and rural councils in serving citizens. ~ 
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fARAB CHILDREN’S CONGRESS: CWMren 

attending the 13th Arab Children’s Congress Satur- 
day visit archaeological touristic sites in Maria ba 
hid projects carried out by the Noor Al Hussein 
[Foundation in Tbeeban district. The children were 


briefed on NHF projects in Tbeeban In the fields of 
traditional handicrafts. The children also visited 
the Princess Basma Social Services Centre and were 
familiari sed with the services it offers to the local 
community in Madaba- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


exhibitions 

☆ Art exhibition by Korean artist Hoog-Lyeon 
Lee at.tfae Royal Cultural Centre, 

4 Art exhibition by Syrian artist Sakhr Farzat at 
the Baflca Art Gallery, Fufads City. 

* Art exhibition by Syrian artist Nidal Al Sawari 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Jamal Khmdsh and Jihad 
Abo Suleiman at tbe Housing Bank Gallery. 


■a An exhibition by Fadwa Al Nabufei at tbe 
Phoenix Art Gaflery. 

JERASH FESTIVAL. 

☆ Ballet by the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
Troupe at the RCC at 8 p.m. 

• ☆ Concert by Jafra Troupe for Folk Arts at the 
South Theatre of Jerash at 8 JO p.m. 

■ a Ar abic poetry recital at tbe Abdul Hauieed 
Shoman Foundation at 5:30 p.m. 


Trade minister lectures on economic security 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Bassam Al 
Saket Saturday delivered a lecture at the Command and Staff 
College in Amman on Jordanian economic security. Dr. Saket 
said self-reliance iu providing the basic needs of citizens is 
considered tbe focal point of the development process and the 
• basis of economic security. 

Arabiyat briefs visiting students 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat Saturday received a British student delegation 


the delegation on the democratisation process in Jordan and said 
it has become a landmark in the Arab region and in the world. 

2 U.S. teams visit Jordan U. 

* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two delegations representing the National 
Council of Arab- American Relations and the Middle Eastern 
Studies Centre of the Michigan University Saturday visited the 
University of Jordan. The two delegations were received by 
University Vice-President for Academic Affairs Mohammad Al 
Maqusi who briefed them on the establishment, development and 
philosophy of the university. He also reviewed with them the 
development of higher education in Jordan, noting that Jordan 
has crossed a tong distance in this field. The two delegations met 
with several members of tbe teaching staff and students at the 
'university and toured several of the university's faculties. 

Aramex managers meet in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Twenty ARAMEX station managers from the 
Middle East. Europe and the United States attended a training 
seminar this week in Amman. This specially-designed manage- 
ment programme, held at the Amman Marriott Hotel, focused on 
improving service and meeting the changing needs of their 
customers. ARAMEX International Courier, one of the region's 
fastest growing companies specialises in express delivery of 
documents and cargo throughout the world. Tbe three-day 
seminar focused" on a variety of management concerns, including 
the use of technology to improve customer service and sales 
efforts. Workshops were also held on financial management, 
p quality assurance, product development, recruitment and train- 
ing. 
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A rodent scurries towards a vegetable {riant on a farm in Irbid govemorate 


general plan to combat the prob- tbe authorities in the extermina- far from the town of Huson and is 
Jem in cooperation with local tion effort. surrounded by residential areas, 

authorities. The rodents are responsible for Local residents said the area 

Mr. Abbadi said local residents extensive material losses. produces substantia] amounts of 

and fanners are called on to help The infested area is located not agricultural produce. 


Experts review employment policies 


AMMAN (Petra) — Nearly 
46,000 newcomers enter the local 
labour market annually, thus 
creating a huge surplus of job 
seekers in the country. Minister 
of Planning Ziad Fariz said Satur- 
day. 

In an address at tbe opening of 
a seminar entitled “Employment 
Policies and the Workforce,” the 
minister said tbe huge influx of 
job seekers requires immediate 
changes such as expanding voca- 
tional training programmes to in- 
clude new stalls and trades and 
directing women towards new 
trades and skills currently in de- 
mand. 

He called on the private sector 
to abide strictly by the provisions 
of the Labour Law with regard to 
the employment of women who, 
he said, should receive equal 
wages for equal work and receive 
paid maternity leave. 

Noting that most of the small 
businesses are concentrated in 
tbe cities, the minister said that 


investors are called on to start 
new projects in the other gov- 
erno rates and rural regions. Such 
practice, he added, would stem 
the flow of migration to the cities. 

Incentives should be offered 
for such practice and local banks 
are called on to provide the re- 
quired credit facilities, added Mr. 
Fariz. 

He also demanded that the 
Vocational Training Corporation 
(VTC) transform and develop its 
programmes with a view to cop- 
ing with the requirements of the 
local labour market and he urged 
the concerned authorities to en- 
courage young men and women 
to take up trades. 

One of the papers discussed in 
the first session tackled domestic 
migration, noting that Balqa gov-* 
emorate is the main exporter of 
migrants and Zarqa govemorate 
is the largest absorbant of mig- 
rants. 

Most of the migrants to Zarqa 
came from Irbid govemorate in 


the last few decades, according to 
the paper presented by Abdullah 
Al Zoubi. _ 

Dr. Zoubi said migrants to the 
urban regions are aged between 
15 and 19 years, and one quarter 
of them are illiterate. 

A second paper, by Ismail Hin- 
dawi, presented a survey of the 
graduates of the 1986 vocational 
training programme. The paper 
said that 84 per cent of these 
people are regulary employed. 
The paper presented facts and 
figures about the graduates’ earn- 
ings and about those who had 
started their own businesses. 

A third paper submitted by 
Awni Halasa covered the increas- 
ing number of those college 
graduates who have been seeking 
jobs inr government offices 
through the Civil Service Com- 
mission. 

The paper said female appli- 
cants for government posts far 
exceeded those of male appli- 
cants, but it gave no figures. 



REGIONAL HUMANITARIAN OFFICE: A for- 
mal ceremony wffl be held In Amman Tuesday to 
inaugurate the regional office of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies under the patrtaage of Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hnssan, the Regent, and 
Princess Sarvalh Al Hassan. Federation sources 
here said that the regional office will be offering its 
humanitarian and consultancy services to the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Jordan, Iraq, 
Syria and Lebanon, as wefl as to the Palestine’ Red 
Crescent Society. In addition, (he regional office 
wfll organise humanitarian aid to the Iraqi people 


through the Iraqi Red Crescent Society and will 
provide financial support for the societies operating 
in tiie countries of the region. According to the 
federation, the regional office will also seek to 
corroborate exchanges and cooperation between 
the various Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
m the region and ’with tbe international Geneva 
mam federation office with a view towards coordi- 
nating humanitarian progr ammes in times of natu- 
ral disasters and in planning future humanitarian 
activities. Furthermore, the regional office will 
represent the federation at the meetings of various 
organisations concerned with humanitarian issues. 


Pan- Arab scout camp opens 


JERASH (Petra) — Minister of 
Education and Higher Education 
Khaled Al Omari Saturday 
opened a pan-Arab scout camp 
near Jerash in which 300 scouts 
from five Arab countries are tak- 
ing part. 

Dr. Omari said the camp repre- 
sents a youth conference which 
offers participants the chance to 
open dialogue on various topics 
and gives them the opportunity to 
develop their midns and bodies 
through different exercises and 
activities. 

The presence of participants 
from Iraq, Tunisia, Palestine, 


Oman and Jordan in the camp 
activities provides evidence of the 
desire of Arab brothers to meet 
together and conduct work in a 
brotherly atmosphere, he said. 

The youngsters in the camp, set 
up at the Debbin woods near 
Jerash, will be involved in hand- 
icraft work, drawing on glass, 
training in auto mechanical and 
agricultural activities and in elec- 
tricity, welding and iron work. 

Cultural seminars will also be 
organised and the youth will visit 
archaeological sites. 

Later, the minister opened an 


exhibition of paintings depicting 
general scenery of Jordan and 
development in the tourism in- 
dustry and other fields. 

He said that the Ministry is 
diligently working to promote the 
scouts movement in Jordan and 
expand its programmes because it 
tends to foster the spirit of 
national belonging and help the 
participating scouts to develop 
their skills. 

He said the camp activities 
represent a means for the ex- 
change of traditions and culture 
among Arab states. 


Assad Hrawi Refrigerated trucks to be regulated 


(Continued from page 1) 

useuful in getting the talks going. 

Mr. Christopher said he made 
the decision to go after conferring 
with Mr. Ross. 

‘Tve just had a lengthy report 
from our team that’s been out in 
the area and 1 think that my trip 
there will be part of an overall 
effort to provide what we call full 
partnership, the role of an honest 
broker,” Mr. Christopher said. 

He said one focus of his visit 
would be the U.S- draft state- 
ment of principles crafted by Mr. 
Ross and others during the last 
round of talks. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Transport Salman Al Tarawneb 
Saturday issued a decision to organise the movement of refriger- 
ated trucks between Jordan and other Arab countries. The 
decision stipulates that truck owners should register their names 
with the Federation of the Owners of Refrigerated Tracks and 
obtain a licence from the concerned departments. The decision 
also sets rates for transporting agricultural produce to Qatar, 
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Hie decision 
applies to Jordanian and foreign registered trucks. 

Authorities shutsdown hotel, cinemas 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Safety Committee for the 
Amman region announced the closure of a hotel and two movie 
houses as well as a restaurant in Amman for allegedly violating 
public safety and health regulations. The committee also said it 
has issued warnings to other businesses cautioning them to abide 
by the given regulations. 
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A project that holds water 


ONGOING MOVES by Jordan to construct more 
dams are dearly sensible steps towards overcoming the 
chronic problem of shortage of water in the country. 
Obviously, it is high time to embark on such an 
ambitious £iaeme to alleviate the water problem in 
Jordan. Hopefully, it is not the heat of the summer or 
the impending water crisis that jolted the central 
government into action. The steam that has propelled - 
the Cabinet to dedde on building additional dams 
should not dissipate with the lessening of the heat 
waves later on in the year. The momentum of this 
decision needs to be strengthened and taken seriously 
by initiatin g the necessary p lanning for the grand 
design Immediately. Ironically, all preceding govern- 
ments contemplated the construction of more dams to 
increase water resources in the Kingdom. Whenever 
the country is blessed with unseasonal rainfalls that fill 
existing dams , government voices are heard calling for 
additional dams to harness the extra water that 
current dams cannot cope with. 

There is every sign that this time around the 
concerned authorities are really serious about doing 
something tangible about the water situation. Clearly, 
the options available to Jordan in this field are rather 
limited and as scarce as the water itself. The most 
economical way to augment water resources in Jordan 
is to collect as much of the little rain that we usually get 
as possible. There is simply not much we can do to 
increase r ainfall because file climate in this part of the 
world is what seems to determine the quantity of rain it 
receives in thewinler seasonwV sensible use of water is? 
also on the national agenda. But there isa limit to how 
much people can be asked to save. Increasing the price 
for water consumption beyond file normal amount 
may and may not be effective since file rich amongst ns 
do not seem to care how much their water bill is. 
Another mechanism that could be introduced in order 
to curb the overuse of water would be including a 
penalty scheme if necessary. 

Of course we can always ask people to store rain 
water in private wells. The Jordan Times suggested a 
long time ago that issuing new construction licences 
must be made contingent on building private cisterns 
for new homes at least, -with a view to collect rain 
water that roof tops can easily accumulate. If the U.S. 
embassy in Amman has this scheme in place, we do not 
understand why other buildings, private, governmen- 
tal or public, cannot do the same. In the final analysis, 
the resolution of the water crisis in the country will 
largely depend on how our people handle It. A little 
ingenuity or domestic technology can go a long way to 
lessen the intensity of the problem. A start needs to be 
made; the construction of the proposed dams is just the 
kind of example we are waiting for. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily said Saturday that the Italian forces in Somalia 
have refused to play the same role played by the American forces 
against the Somali people. Since the start of the “restore hope” 
campaign in the country, the Americans tried to dominate the 
Somalis by force using guns, tanks and war planes and they hoped 
to see other forces doing the same thing against the local 
population, said the paper. The U.N. forces sent to Somalia are 
supposed to bring about peace to the embattled nation, rather 
than dismembering the country further, continued the daily. For 
this reason, the Italians have now refused to work under the 
auspices of the United Nations and prefer to operate on their 
own, under a separate command, having realised that the United 
Nations forces have been transformed into a tool in the hand of 
the United States, added the paper. The paper said that the 
so-called new world order has paved the way for the United 
Nations to murder whole nations and for U.N. troops to commit 
the most brutal actions against civilian populations. Should the 
Italians dedde to pull out from Somalia, to allow the local people to 
handle their own affairs, they would be taking a very brave action, 
said the daily- It said that in the absence of the Italians, the 
Americans would be left alone facing the wrath of the Somali 
people and will inevitably be forced to leave. 


AL DUSTOUR daily Saturday tackled the stalled Middle East 
peace process in light of an announcement that the American 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher was planning a visit to the 
region. This announcement, which came in the wake of an 
unsuccessful mission by U.S. peace coordinator Dennis Ross, 
indicates that the United States administration is keen on 
removirg obstacles standing in the path of a settlement, said the 
paper. J- light of the failed mission. of Dennis Ross it has become 
clear to ‘he Clinton government that the deadlock can by no 
means b broken through mere consultations, but rather through 
practical id prompt action at the highest level, said the daily. 

ntervention in this regard is of paramount importance 
gton's active role as a full partner is most required al 
aid tibe paper. Therefore, the American announce- 
considered as a significant development in the peace 
reflective of a genuine desire to stimulate the 
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«y first closing the gap in views among the concerned 
jiued the daily. It is hoped that Mr. Christopher’s 


" e momentum to the peace process and would help 
.^sigence which has so far blocked a settlement. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fanek 


Economic adjustment programme 


Parliament- approved ‘mystery’ 


It is being repeatedly claimed, by many politicians and commenta- 
tors, that the members of Parliament were kept in the dark 
regarding the details of the economic adjustment programme 
speed upon with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and 
that the Parliament did not approve the programme. 

. The above claims are far from true. The Parliament did not 
issue a' decision to approve the programme, nor does that foil 
within its jurisdication, because the programme is a general policy 
and not a law or a treaty. It is not in Jordan’s best interest to lose 
flexibility by making the programme a legal instrument or a 
binding treaty,' especially when it can be amended twice a year, 
according to actual performance, and can be renegotiated by any 
new government. 

To prove the approval of Parliament, we need to refer to the 
report of the Finance Committee of the Parliament on the central 
government budgets for 1992 and 1993. In both years, the report 
specifically praised the programme and the Parliament conse- 
quently approved the report with a vast majority. 

The Finance Committee of the Parliament comprises some 25 
members of Parliament, representing the whole political spec- 
trum. 

The minister of finance was praised by the report for the full 
.information he provided about the programme. He actually 
furnished the committee with all the information he was re- 
quested to supply. The committee therefore was not misled, 
misinformed or kept in the darkness. 

On the other hand, the programme is of course centred on the 
budget, which covers taxation policies and measures, public 
expenditure, redistribution of income, foreign indebtedness 
management and the general monetary, trade, and credit policies 
and orientations. 

The approval of the budget by the Parliament during the past 


four years is another evidence that the Parliament rightly 
along with the policies and measures of the programme. If we still 
have some objecting deputies among the majority which passed 
those budgets, it means that the objections are related to the 
name of the programme or the name of its sponsor (the IMF), but 
not to its contents. 

Among the measures of the programme which the Parliament 
approved in the current budget were seven measures to raise 
prices and rates, to yield JD 24.6 million, and five measures to 
reduce subsidies in order to save JD 15 million. It goes without 
saying that specific and implied approval of the Parliament were 
secured for all measures taken by the government during 1992 and 
1993. 

Jordanian politicians normally refer to the letter of intent as a 
mysterious document which must include shocking facts. This also 
is a myth. The letter of intent is a simple letter addressed to the 
IMF, issued by the government, and signed by the minister of 
finance and the governor of the Central Bank to state the policies 
and targets agreed upon after each found of negotiations between 
the government officials and the IMF experts. 

A letter of intent is issued every sue months after, a general 
review of the past period, to cover the targets and policies of the 
coming period. The government, so far, insisted on treating the 
letter of intent as a classified document which, in my view, is not 
justified. I can understand the justification for keeping the letter 
secret until it is implemented, in order to avoid exploitation of 
information about impending changes in taxes, rates or prices, but 
the past letters of intents should be made public as soon as a new 
letter of intent is issued. 

With the approval of the prime minister, I was allowed once to 
look into the first letter of intent. I was disappointed, because 
there was nothing that I don’t know about or expect 



Writing new rules for 


criticising Israel from afar 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


WASHINGTON — Israel’s 
ambassador in Washington, Ita- 
mar Rabinovich, was recently 
addressing a convention of the 
America-Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, the pro-Israel lobby, 
explaining Israel’s peace policies. 
He said Israel seeks a package of 
peace and security, based on a 
compromise with the Arabs, that, 
at the end of the day, “might also 
involve some Israeli conces- 
sions." 

The huge audience of Amer- 
ican Jews greeted his remarks 
with a stony silence, save one 
solitary soul in the back of the 
hall who clapped. The resource- 
ful ambassador paused for a mo- 
ment, took in the sound of one 
hand clapping, and said: “I 
understand that it is very difficult 
to get an applause for the term 
‘concessions’ here. So let us ap- 
plaud the concessions the Arabs 
will have to make." 

That' got a rousing ovation. 

That scene was no aberration. 
In recent months the Labour 
government of Israel’s Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has in- 
creasingly found itself under 
attack by some prominent Amer- 
ican Jews as being too willing to 
trade land for peace with the 
Arabs. And some hardline Jewish 
intellectuals, who for years 
argued that it was heresy for any 
American Jews to criticise any 
Israeli government's policies, 
now argue' that it is a necessity, 
indeed a moral imperative, to 
criticise the Rabin government in 
order to save Israel from itself. 

Hie most extreme form of this 
debate surfaced last week when a 
vice president of the AIPAC lob- 
by, Harvey Friedman, was forced 
to resign after calling Mr. Rabin's 
dovish Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin “a little slime ball’* 
while denouncing him for a sup- 
posedly excessive willingness to 
trade land for peace. 

Mr. Rabinovich says he has 


found himself lately in the posi- 
tion, unfamiliar for an Israeli 
ambassador, of “having at one 
and the same time to argue our 
case with the Arab side at the 
negotiating table, while explain- 
ing to a sceptical minority of our 
own supporters that there is merit 
to this peace process, even 
though it is yet unproven." 

Tne chief stirrer of this debate 
is Norman Podhoretz, the con- 
servative editor of the magazine 
Commentary. In a long essay in 
the April issue, he wrote that for 
many years, and especially from 
1977 to 1992, when the right-wing 
Likud Party dominated Israeli 
politics, he “took the position 
that American Jews had no moral 
right to criticise Israel’s security 
policies: only those whose lives 
were on the line had the standing 
to participate in the public de- 
bate." 


New circumstances 


which I still believe is the destruc- 
tion of the state. It seemed to me 
in listening to statements coming 
from Israel and the Israeli embas- 
sy in Washington that the Israelis 
were desperately eager to make a 
deal and were on the point of 
making dangerous concessions in 
order to consummate it." 

Mr. Podhoretz admits “that I 
am being inconsistent on the mor- 
al issue of the right of a Jew living 
outside of Israel to participate in 
the debate over security." But, 
he argues, there is a difference 
"between my kind of criticism 
and the moral assault on Israel by 
some Jews, which contributed to 
the effort to de legitimise Israel in 
the 1970s and 1980s.” He said it 
was more dangerous to add to 
that delegitimisation than to 
make the criticisms he is making 
now, “when the Israeli govern- 
ment itself is outstripping 
•Washington in its eagerness to 
make concessions." 


During those Likud yea*. it 
was Israeli policy to reject any 
territorial compromise on the 
West Bank. Gaza Strip, Golan 
Heights or Jerusalem. 

But in 1993, Mr. Podhoretz 
argued, “we have an entirely 
new" political and moral situa- 
tion that has forced him and 
others to reexamine their objec- 
tion to criticising Israel. The 
Rabin government, he said, 
seems to be walking into a nego- 
tiating trap set by Arabs intent on 
using the peace table, instead of 
the battlefield, to destroy Israel. 
Israel is misreading the real inten- 
tions of the Arab regimes, Mr. 
Podhoretz said, and if it does not 
desist, it may sewn be trapped by 
pressures into creating a Palesti- 
nian state or giving up the Golan 
Heights. 

“My basic point," Mr. 
Podhoretz said in an interview, 
“is that there is no evidence that 
either the Syrians or the Palesti- 
nians have changed their strategic 
objective with respect to Israel, 


A lack of surprise 


Henry Siegman. executive 
director of the American Jewish 
Congress, was one of many Jew- 
ish liberals who was denounced 
by the Jewish right as “anti- 
Israel" or "self-hating” when he 
disagreed with the Likud’s un- 
compromising policies during the 
1980s. He says he is not surprised 
that now that the left-of-centre 
Labour Party is in power, Jewish 
hardliners say it is all right to 
criticise. “I just underestimated 
the speed and shamelessness with 
which they did it,” he said, 
adding that ‘he wished the Rabin 
government would be more 
aggressive in answering them. 

It has not reacted vehemently , 
.Israeli officials say, in part be- 
cause many in the Labour gov- 
ernment have simply written off 
some American Jewish groups as 
irrelevant or irredeemably indoc- 
trinated by the Likud. As Mr. 
Beilin said: “The firing of Harvey 
Friedman came on a much more 


grave background: the trans- 
formation of AIPAC in recent 
years into a right-wing Jewish 
organisation." AIPAC vehe- 
mently denies this. 

In part, it is also because Israeli 
officials are confident that the 
great majority of American Jew- 
ish and mainstream Jewish lead- 
ers who have been silent in this 
debate support Mr. Rabin. 

And in part it is because many 
Israel intellectuals on the left 
believe the Israel rightist argu- 
ment rests on a ludicrous assump- 
tion that Mr. Rabin approaches 
the peace talks as a starry-eyed 
romantic who believes that 
Israel’s Arab enemies have had 
political therapy and are now 
ready to reconcile with the Jewish 
state. 

In fact, say Israeli diplomats, 
Mr. Rabin, whom no one ever 
called a romantic, bases his whole 
approach on a sober, functional 
analysis that there is no trans- 
formed Arab psyche, but that 
political and economic pressures 
on the Arab governments may 
make them amenable to a deal 
that will enable Israel to ease the 
burden of war with its neighbours 
— on terms that will not endan- 
ger its security. Maybe, in tbe 
end, Israel won’t find an Arab 
partner for such a secure peace, 
but jt certainly bas an interest in 
testing the waters. That, they say, 
is the deepest form of realism. 

“The difference between me 
and Podhoretz," said the Israeli 
philosopher David Hartman, “is 
that when you live on Park Ave- 
nue you can afford to be ‘worried’ 
about the future of Israel. When 
you live in Jerusalem with your 
grandchildren, you can’t afford to 
just worry. You have to believe 
that the future can in some way 
be different from the present, ft 
might not be — but you have an 
interest in doing everything you 
can to test that possibility. To be 
paralysed by anxiety is a luxury 
we cannot afford” — The New 
York Times. 


election law 


Debate should 


decide its fate 


By Musa Keflani 


Even the 91-92 returnees 
have more in common with the 
.... Brotherhood than any otben 
The Election Law and pos» Die group. One element that gives 

amendments to the foliation J* to such a belief is the 
* _ *i . n* kortlrirnimvla 


t 


are the main issue for debatein 
Jordanian political circles. Tne 
proposed formula of “one- 
pereon one-vote” enjoys the 
support of some legal expert 
as well as some political party 
leaders. 

Others see the new idea as 
constituting a threat to Jor- 
dan’s national unity and a re- 
gressive step which violates the 
principles of national cohesion 
and integration. It is viewed by 
some as a government attempt 
"to curtail the Islamic move- 
ment by denying its members 
the chance of securing a par- 
liamentary majority. 

The televised discussion be- 
tween His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and' his council — the 
Upper House of Parliament — 
presented to the public one 
point of view and emphasised 
the same fears embodied in the 
formula that the proposed 
amendments to the Election 
Law will consecrate: factional- 
ism, regionalism, isolationism 
and all the negative “isms" the 
dictionary could quote, includ- 
ing ethnirism. 

What is required is a sober 
analysis of the pros and cons of 
the current Election Law as 
well as the advantages and 
shortcomings of the proposed 
amendments. 

It might be more indicative 
as well to analyse the motives 
of those backing the two sides. 

First of all, one has to take 
into consideration the 564 
candidates who lost their bids 
for seats in Parliament in 
November 1989 elections. 
They form a strong public 
opinion bloc. None of them 
ascribes his failure to a bad or 
weak political platform and 
lack of qualifications, but pre- 
fers, in the typical Arab way of 
facing situations, to shift blame 
on others — in this case the 
Election Law. 

It is evident that many of 
those who had the least chance 
to win 


similarity^ in backgrounds as 
well as the conservative en- 
vironment that the returnees 
were accustomed to in the Gulf 
states. 

One indicator of the pobtical 
sentiments among the resi- 
dents of refugee camps in Jor- 
dan during the 1989 elections 
came in the form of their 
choice of a Brotherhood candi- 
date in the second district 
(where Al Wihdat camp repre- 
sents a large segment of the 
voters). The Brotherhood 
candidate secured 19,343 
votes. Similarly, in Irttd, re- 
fugee camp voters elected a 
Brotherhood candidate with 
32,651 votes. 

Just as the camps’, political 
orientation favoured the tradi- 
tional conservative Muslim 
Brotherhood four years ago, 
the indications are now sup- 
ported by some field studies 
and polls which reveal that the 
majority of the returnees will 
favour a voting pattern similar 
to the one of 1989. The recent 
obvious phenomenon, the Fri- 
day galabiya and dish-dasbefa. 
for the noon prayers, is a good 
indicator of the new options of 
the returnees. 

Ii is noticed that many of those 
who lost the previous elections are 
now forming some form of alliance 
with party activists and tribal leadijfL 
ers with the hope of forcing tb” 
issue of having tbe “one-person 
one-vote" formula enacted as law. 
But the plea they offer does not 
exculpate them when they use tbe 
argument against allowing tbe 
Brotherhood to reap a majority 
victory. 

The criteria for any amendment 
to any law should be tbe dictates of 
genuine democracy which hold pa- 
ramount the interest and welfare of 
Jordan. Will these be served by 
introducing amendments to the 
current Election Law or by enact- 
ing a new law altogetl^r? 

I venture to say that the 12th 
Parliament expected to be elected 
later this year, will not be much 
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in any constituency in . . different from tbe lltb legislative 
^elections now claim 


the. last ! elections now claim, .^'assembly. i also venture to saythat 
that they would have won hadH^rwhetber a -new. law is passed or 
they not been facing the "welt,- n y4>etber amendments are intro- 
orgasristed Machinery of the •„ <*■*£«*> preset law. the Isla- 
- - - true bloc win maintain its lead as 


Muslim Brotherhood. Some of 
those claims go as far as point- 
ing an accusing finger at "ex- 
ternal influences" that aborted 
their triumphs. 

Some of the 18 political par- 
ties already registered with the 
Ministry of Interior have yet to 
build their grip among the 
grassroots of the electorate. 
They have not been able yet to 
present themselves properly to 
the masses. Their contribu- 
tions to political life have been 
minimal. Their affiliations are 
still an enigma to the electo- 
rate. 

Aware of their own short- 
comings, these groups believe 
that they have 1 no chance of 
winning any seat in the next 
elections if things are left the 
way they are. Their assump- 
tion, which is partially self- 
deceiving, is that they could 
win if a new Election Law is 
introduced since they could 
then concentrate on one area 
and win a seat. This way, their 
argument goes, there will be 
more diversification under the 
dome of the Parliament house. 
One party can mobilise all its 
ca dres and resources in one 
constituency to ensure tbe suc- 
cess of at least one of its 
candidates. 

Moreover, many tribal lead- 
ers lost their bid in the last 
elections because their voters 
had succumbed to Muslim 
brotherhood pressure to write 
down the names of Brother- 
hood candidates in the ballot 
paper along with tribal candi- 
dates. Tbe net result was that 
Brotherhood voters managed 
to gamer more votes than trib- 
al candidates through influenc- 
ing tribal voters who had 
actually meant to elect tribal 
candidates. 
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Among the 69 candidates in 
Maan and 52 candidates in 
Amman’s Fifth District, the 
success of the Brotherhood 
was partially due to the accum- 
mulative impact of the second 
orthe third vote they received 
from the tribal voters. 

The phobia that possesses 
those .who oppose the 
idea of introducing a one- 
person one-vote formula is 
their worry about the Palesti- 
nian and demographic factors, 
particularly those influenced 
by the return of the 320,000 or 
so returnees from the Gulf; 
They quote that the 1948 
Palestinians wbo have settled 
in Jordan .oppose the peace 
process since their homes in 
mandated Palestine will not be 
mduded m any Arab-Israeli 
peace settlement and therefore 
their votes are likely to go to 
the rejectionist Brotherhood 


the largest bloc in Parliament, with 
the possibility that it might in- 
crease its strength by two or three 
seats to the present 22. 1 venture to 
say that irrespective of the cotxfi-J 
tions under which the elections are* 
held, Abdul Latif Arabiyat (as an u 
example of the many sore-success jp 
Brotherhood candidates) will in'* 
whether he runs in Salt, 

Amman or Irbid. 

Many candidates and political 
activists are intentionally exagger- 
ating tbe voting powers ofthe 
Islamic bloc in an effort to justify 
their own sure-defeat in die elec- 
tions. They know very well that 
their lack of preparedness as wefi 
as their lack of credibility win deny 
them a seat in the next Parliament. 

It is very convenient for them to 
create an inflated, imaginary poli- 
tical adversary which will come in 
handy in both victory and defeat. 

In the first case, it is a greater 
victory. In the second case, it is an 
honourable and justifiable defeat. 

Many analysts have noticed flm 
many new parties have already 
signed deals with Islamic Moc teaef- 
ere in their respective constituen- 
cies to coordinate and < 
support during the next 
campaign, irrespective of any 
changes to the Election Law. 

I believe it was counterproduc- 
tive to air the discussions between 
the King and the Senate last 
month. It prejudiced the one- 
pereon one-vote formula. 

I believe that what is required at 
this stage in Jordan's political de- 
velopment is to have some form of 
open fora where both the ones in 
favour of change to the presenllaw 
and those against it can present 
their ideas in a positive atmosphere 
of dialogue on condition that prior- 
ity is given to Jordan per se over 
temporary political expediency. 
The transient interests of one vola- 
tile group will disappear in a few 
years while the interests of the 
Jordanian people will remain fore- 
ver. not only in practice in the 
decades to come but also in the 
memory of the Jordanian people, 
including the few who are not 
cowed by the intimidations and 
scare tactics employed by some?’' 
politically short-sighted opponun- 

_ Jordan, and Jordan alone,- 
should be the criterion to weigh tbe 
pros and cons of 1 tbe one-person 
one vote approach. If this criterion 
k applied, I believe that tbe major- 
ity of Jordanians would opt for a~ 
new law which would guarantee 
them all equality in voting power 
7" ti**, egalitarian concept ra the 

Jordanian Constitution. 

Although Jordan’s public open- 
is often neglected and mam-' 
nalised by the advocates of & 
present Election Law. I believe it b‘ 
(roe to redress the deteriorating 
shift m public opinion in an objec- 
five, even-handed way through an 
open forum where priority is given 
to Jordan only rather than to vota- 
tJle political expediency. 
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The writer is the responsible 
eorfDj- of the Arabic daily. Al. 
^Jjstour. He contributed tb 
article to the Jordan Times* 
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Chinese slave labour 
fed Japan’s war machine 
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By Mark O’NeiU 
Reuter 

TOKYO — A Japanese author's 
new book has thrown more light 
on one of his country's darkest' 
episodes — the wartime slave 
labour camps where thousands of 
Chinese worked and died to feed 
the imperial war machine. 

“The Gravestones of the Holy 
War” by Osamu Ueba recalls 
how labourers were forced to 
Wprfc in coal mines for 16 hours a 
day on a starvation diet, watched 
over by armed guards and penned 
in by electrified barbed wire 
fences. 

Dozens of slave labour camps 
were built in northeast China by 
the Japanese military during 
World war II in a programme 
similar to that of Nazi Germany. 

The workers were needed in 
Manchukuo, the puppet state set 
up by Japan in northeast China in 
1932. As the war in Asia intensi- 
fied, the mines and factories of 
Manchukuo became increasingly 
important for Japan's war effort. 

But manpower was grossly in-, 
adequate in an undeveloped re-' 
gion with a harsh climate. Where 
were the workers for these new 
mines and factories to come 
from? 

Japan's solution was to use 
whatever people they could find 
— captured soldiers, criminals 
and anti-Japanese guerrillas who 
had surrendered, as well as im- 
poverished fanners from other 
parts of China eager to find work 
and deluded into coming to the 
camps. 

When this pool proved in- 
adequate, the Japanese author* 
ities.went further — rounding up 
the homeless, street vendors and 
some of - Manchukuo's 500,000 
opium addicts, whom they 
attracted with a promise of regu- 
lar supply of the drug, grown in a 
special area under the control of 
the Japanese army. 

Mine managers found daily 
‘doses of opium, which was ban- 
ned in Japan, made die addicts 
less conscious of exhaustion, hun- 
ger and pain, allowing them to 
work much like robots. 

Mr. Ueba quotes one .Japanese 
who served as a guard in a coal 
mine in northeast Manchukuo 
describing police “vagabond . 
bunts" in the middle of the bight. - 

People. found sleeping on the 
street or wandering about were 
thrown into trucks. Those with 
satisfactory identification were 
released and the rest were sent to 
the mines. 

Camp staff also went on such 
hunts in major rides, where those 


picked up were put in closed 
freight cars and shipped like 
animals to the camps, (he guard 
said. 

The need for manpower was 
constant in the camps because of 
a death rate of up to 20 per cent 
due to overwork, malnutrition, 
accidents, epidemics and lack of 
medical care. 

Initially, the dead were buried 
in heavy coffins, but as the num- 
bers mounted they were buried in 
-flimsy ones or simply dumped 
into holes in the ground'. 

Wolves and wild dojp dug up 
and devoured the corpses, leav- 
ing the bones strewn on the 
ground. 

The guard's wife recalled how 
the wolves came dose to her 
building at night and howled for 
human flesh. “They cried just 
next to my room. I would never 
go out at night,” she said. 

Mr. Ueba also interviewed 
Tian Wenzhi, 69, a farmer in a 
village in the north Chinese pro- 
vince of Hebei. 

He recalled how poverty and 
hunger drove him, his father and 
28 others from their village to 
sign up for work in a coal mine in 
Manchukuo. 

They found when they got 
there they were slave labourers, 
living in a barracks with 100 
others in a camp with armed 
guards surrounded by an electric 
fence and paid in tickets rather 
than money. 

The diet was sorghum, crushed 
com and dried grains. The work 
was all done by hand and the 


Chinese foremen were quick to 
hit any workers found talking or 
taking a rest, Mr. Tian said. 

He said his father was in cha 
of collecting and disposing of t! 
many corpses of workers. They 
were put in mass graves, a major 
effort in winter when the ground 
froze, so that up to 50 were piled 
up waiting for burial. 

Beginning in 1943, Japan also 
shipped such workers to Japan to 
work in coal mines, construction 
-sites? harbours and other war- 
related projects. 

By the end of the war, about 
40,000 had been sent to Japan, of 
whom an estimated 7,000 died. 

One of the survivors was Liu 
Lianren, seized shortly after his 
marriage in .his native village in 
Shandong, east China. 

Sent to work in a coal mine in 
Hokkaido in the far north of 
Japan, he escaped just before 
Japan's surrender and spent the 
next 13 years living in the moun- 
tains arid forests of Hokkaido, 
staying in a cave in the winter 
months. 

“What frightened me was not 
so much the severe Hokkaido 
winter but the fear of being 
arrested again by the Japanese," 
Mr. Liu, now 80. told Mr. Ueba 
back at home in his native village. 

- He returned to China tin April 
10. .1958? “I discovered that my 
mother had passed away 10 days 
before, crying my name. When I 
think of that. I feel as if I have 
been stabbed by a needle." he 
said. 
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Environmental impact of technology 
transfer to developing countries 


By Dr. Kamd A 1 Qaisi 


j an ASSESSMENT of the role 
played by foreign technology 
transferred to developing coun- 
tries and its impact on environ- 
mental management first requires 
an undemanding of the rela- 
tionship between environmental 
quality and economic develop- 
ment. Is there a trade-off be- ' 
tween economic growth and en- 
vironmental quality? The answer 
is crucial for setting appropriate, 
environmental standards and for 
correctly allocating scarce re- 
sources between economic pro- 
duction and environmental pro- 
tection. The answer also sheds 
light on whether the environmen- 
tal problems of poor countries are 
qualitatively different from those 
of rich countries and questions 
the validity of the currently popu- 
lar sustainable development 
strategy. 

Because of their economic and 
demographic structures, develop- 
ing countries are especially 
vulnerable to degradation of agri- 
cultural land. Agriculture, fore- 
stry, and fishing in developing 
countries account for seven times 
the share of gross domestic pro- 
ducts (GPD) as in industrialised 
oountnes. The share of agricultu- 
ral labour in the total force is 57 
per cent in developing countries, 
compared to six per cent in in- 
dustrial countries. Population de- 
nsity per square kilometre of 
agricultural land in developing 
countries has increased from 275 
in 1960 to a current figure of 441. 

Major urban centres in de- 
veloping nations show air- 
pollution levels exceeding the in- 
ternational standards set to pro- 
tect human health with respect to 
sulphur dioxide and particulates. 
Ambient air pollution may be 
especially injurious since health 
conditions are generally poorer in 
developing countries. 

Water pollution is widespread 
in developing countries due to 
industrial, commercial and re- 
sidential wastes discharged with- 
out proper treatment to water, 
bodies. Marine pollution, espe- 
cially of coastal water, is also 
widespread. The largest source of 
all marine pollution is from land 
based activities and land run-off.. 

>' for oil . pollution, of the . sea, 
about half is from land based 
sources and the rest from sea 
based activities. The largest con- 
tributors in the latter category are 
marine transport and the dis- 
charge of tankers’ ballast water. 

There is no satisfactory aggre- 
gate data on the other dimensions 
of environmental quality. Casual 
observations indicate that urban 
parkland is extremely scarce in 
most Third World dties and ex- 
cessive noise and congestion are 
the rule. In addition, the inci- 
dence of environmentally-related 


diseases in developing countries 
is staggering. An estimated 500 
million people have trachoma, 
250 million elephantiasis, 200 mil- 
lion schistosomiases, 160 million 
malaria, 100 •million gastroenter- 
itis and 30 million suffer from 
river blindness. All these diseases 
are water-related 3nd often 
associated with improper sanita- 
tion and unsanitary water *sup- 
plies. 

In response to this depressing 
set of problems, most developing 
nations governments have estab- 
lished some form of environmen- 
tal protection agency. The World 
Environmental Centre lists hun- 
dreds of them in developing 
countries, but very few have yet 
the ability to implement a sus- 
tained and effective environmen- 
tal policy depending largely on 
the political pressure that citizens 
bring to bear on governments and 
on the political power of pollu- 
ters. The principal factors behind 
the deficiency in environmental 
management are: 

1. Lack of coordination be- 
tween the policies and activities 
of various arms of government 
administration. 

2. Environmental legislation 
exists in great quantity, but is 
often inadequate, outmoded or 
not enforced. 

3. Lack of financial, technical, 
and personal resources for en- 
vironmental protection agencies. 

4. Weak positions of agencies 
vis-a-vis traditional development 
ministries. 

5. Fragmentation and overlap 
of responsibilities among agen- 
cies at the national level and 
conflict between national and loc- 
al government units. 

6. Implementation, monitoring 
and enforcement that lag far be- 
hind environmental protection 
legislation. 

The more fundamental cause is 
the perceived conflict between 
short-term economic production 
needs and long-term protection 
of environmental resources. 

Countries differ in their physic- 
al, economic and social character- 
istics. Internationally uniform en- 
vironmental standards applied to 
production are not thought of as a 
feasible solution. This increases 
the burden on the developing 
countries to protect their own.- 
environment and to insist on hav-^' 
ing the technology of treatment 
for gaseous emissions as well as 
liquid wastes and to be sure that-, 
the imported know-how technol- i 
ogy will supply the needed treat- 
ment and monitoring technology 
for environmental protection J 
against accident-spills and oper- , 
ationai accidents leading to mas- I 
sive pollution. 

Tedinology transfer should not 
be limited to the import of know- 
how technology and process op- 


Saddam assails Washington 


(Continued from page 1) 

Washington’s regional allies “to 
cater for the Arab Nation's in- 
terests rather than outsiders,” 
securing Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
of “increasing subordination ... 
to U.S. policy.” 

In his hour-long address. Presi- 
dent Saddam signalled that Iraqis 
should not expect the govern- 
ment to make any conciliatory 
moves to persuade the U.N. to 
lift economic sanctions in place 
since the 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“The blockade cannot be en- 
ded by begging for an end to it 
from the dens of disgrace, dishon- 
our and crime,” he said. 

“Continue your steadfastness 
against the blockade until it wears 
out thanks to your patience and 
struggle.” 

President Saddam said the 
world needed a counterbalance to 
U.S. “conspiracies” and urged 
European countries not be drawn 
into something “yon' wffl regret 
immensely.” 

He also urged Japan “to look 
to the future and not be dragged 
by the U.S. to the abyss of- 


deviation, crime and unfair eva- 
luation in your policy towards foe 
Arabs, including Asian Arabs.” 
The Iraqi president said China, 
which has taken a softer line in 
the recent standoff than its West- 
ern Security Council partners, 
must also play a more balanced 
role in Middle East policy. 

“God will lead the Iraqis to a 
new stage even if more sacrifices 
are needed and mil grant them 
victory over the enemies,” he 
said. __ 

The Iraqi leader said Europe, 
Japan and China had failed after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union 
to devise policies “that counter 
U.S. ambitions for supremacy 
and hegemony.” 

“Declaring continued war 
against Iraq, and insinuating Iran 
is next under the pretext of safe- 
guarding U.S. interests, is a form 
of political insanity and racial 
■fanaticism that serves only the 
charlatans in Israel," President 
Saddam said. 

The United States suffered 
“the disease of arrogance and 
hegemony” be said. “But such 
tyranny and hegemony cannot 
last forever.” 
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c rati on and design. It should also 
include the following transfers: 

a) hazardous raw materials and 
handling techniques; 

b) safety operational measures 
to control the health and safety of 
workers; 

c) hazardous chemicals and 
products to be produced by the 
imported technology e.g. pesti- 
cides and toxic chemicals in- 
termediates; 

d) waste treatment technology 
for gaseous emissions and was- 
tewater effluents; 

e) technical expertise and the 
requirement to achieve a level of 
training to the work force ready 
to deal with transferred technolo- 
gy- 

Developing countries should 
be aware, when they purchase 
know-how, of what may be be- 
hind the trade and why multina- 
tionals and foreign technology 
are interested in investing, their 
money and experience in de- 
veloping countries. The reasons 
may be as follows: 

1. Strict environmental laws 
demand that they add extra cost 
before die development and op- 
eration of treatment technology, 
especially in the case of toxic 
waste which needs a big budget to 
remove its ecological effects in 
their own countries. They thus 
take advantage of the lax enforce- 
ment of environmental laws and 
lack of sound monitoring to de- 
tect the impact of their waste on 
the environment in developing 
countries. 

2. They wish to avoid the finan- 
cial burden they have to carry in 
paying for their own countrymen 
exposed to the occupational 
hazards of the transferred tech- 
nology. Developing countries 
lack the knowledge of occupy 
tional risks, whilst the risk of 
exposure can be shadowed and 
the blame put on endemic dis- 
eases in the developing countries. 

3. They are able to sell cheaper 
second-hand tedinology with less 
effident process operations lead- 
ing to more waste and conse- 
quently more environmental 
pollution and exposure risks. 

4. They gain by using a good 


deal of the finandal subsidies 
they offer to developing countries 
through paying high fees for their 
own expertise. 

5. They lade the ability to 
purchase liability insurance in 
their own countries partly due to 
the massive increase in the insur- 
ance premiums- 

Thus the developing nations 
have to struggle against resources 
abuse by technology transfer in ■ 
the following major aspects: raw 
materials, environmental hazards 
in work places, pollution control 
technology, transfer of technical 
expertise. 

Raw materials used for nation- 
al industry, whether locally own- 
ed or joint ventured, are usually' 
imported and transferred to de- 
veloping countries. Many obser- 
vers insist that developing coun- 
tries lack the scientific and tech- 
nical expertise to evaluate hazar- 
dous material independently. 

Consequently, they rely on in- 
formation provided by either the 
manufacturer, exporter or inter- 
national sources. Until develop-: 
ing countries greatly improve 
their capadty tor independent 
evaluation and assessment, they 
have no choice but to rely on 
outside sources for essential in- 
formation. Education in this re- 
gard and improvement of nation- 
al regulatory systems is required. 

In industries using or produc- 
ing chemicals which are hazar- 
dous to health the protection of 
workers from hazards is neces- 
sary and can be quite costly. 

It may be particularly difficult 
to exercise effective control of 
work place hazards in developing 
countries. Responsibility for 
occupational health and safety 
usually falls to the countries' de- 
partments of labour or public 
health, which often have grossly 
inadequate resources for moni- 
toring and enforcement. Lack of 
coordination and overlapping re- 
sponsibilities are serious prob- 
lems. Labour unions, a major 
source of pressure in industrial 
countries, may be weak or absent 
in developing countries. Also 
much production is carried out in 
very small enterprises which 


causes further hampering of 
effective monitoring and enforce- 
ment. 

Developing countries, when 
they import a technology, always 
have to pay for the technical 
experts who set up and start up 
the plants. They should insist; on 
examining the qualifications of 
these experts who are in most 
cases an indispensable pan of the 
contract. They should gain the 
maximum from the expert’s abil- 
ity to train their local workmen 
force and should insist on having 
the maximum use of their time. 

In fact the technology expor- 
ters in many cases send under- 

a ualified personnel so as to keep 
le well-qualified for their own 
benefits. Consequently, the de- 
veloping country is paying for 
more than what it gets as far as 
information transfer is con- 
cerned. 

Developing countries should 
insist that during the training 
programmes special emphasis be 
given to safety measures and the 
importance of using- control 
panels and recording production 
charts. Double benefits can be 
achieved by doing this as minimal 
raw materials will be disposed of 
as waste and minimal exposure of 
workers will be maintained. 

A major problem that bars the 
implementation of such measures 
in developing countries for con- 
trolling technology transfer and 
their impact on environment and 
public health is the discrepancy 
between laws and regulations and 
the efforts put in monitoring and 
enforcement. Weak administra- 
tive controls, neglect of enforce- 
ment and corruption are wide- 
spread. It is the time now for 
developing countries to get rid of 
their lax attitudes towards the 
environment to enforce proper 
regulations and to attack corrup- 
tion in order to rescue their own 
people and to protect their natu- 
ral resources. 

77m writer is visiting professor at 
Kyoto University in Japan and 
permanent associate professor at 
University of Jordan. He contri- 
buted the article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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Analysts: Turbulent times for European airlines 


PARIS (AFP) — Analysts agree: 
pie future of the European air- 
line industry in its present form, 
with losses skyrocketing and no 
end in sight to the turbulence 
afflicting it. has seldom been 
under greater threat. 

Hit by worldwide recession, 
deregulation in the skies over the 
continent and mounting competi- 
tion from U.S. carriers, some 
even warn that some national 
airlines may be forced to dose, or 
find merger deals to survive. 

“In some European circles 
.there is a resigned view that only 
three or four companies win 
operate in Europe,'* said Belgian 
Transport Minister Guy Coeme, 
whose country currently holds the 
European Community presiden- 
cy. 


“The scale of this economic 
and financial catastrophe, which 
is having considerable social con- 
sequences, is immeasurable,” he 
tola a press conference in Brus- 
sels. 


‘The figures are bleak: Despite 
vast reconstruction plans by 
several carriers aimed at stem- 


ming mounting losses, most have 
recorded debilit: 


i taring deficits over 
the last few years. 


- In Germany, Lufthansa has 
only just managed to climb back 
out of the red after its profits 
nosedived into deficit in 1991 — 
for the first time in 20 years. 

The German carrier, which has 
shed 5,500 staff since June last 
year, does not predict making a 
profit for at least the rest of the 


year. 

Belgium's Sabena this week 
announced a crisis plan — involv- 
ing a cut of five per cent to 15 per 
cent in the pay of its 9,000 em- 
ployees — to economise five bil- 
lion Belgian francs ($143 million) 
over three years. 

Sabena's head, Pierre God- 
froid, says the crisis is due to 
currency turmoil, worldwide re- 
cession and international dereg- 
ulation of the airline industry, 
which he called “the law of the 
jungle.” 

The French carrier Air France, 
earmarked for privatisation by 
the new rightwing administration 
of Prime Minister Edouard Balla- 
dur, is suffering similar problems. 

Faced with losses predicted to 


run to $680-5850 million in 1993, 
company president Bernard Aria- 
li has warned. of sell offs of 
non-essential subsidiary com- 
panies and more staff cuts to 
counter the crisis. 


plans for restructuring of mergers 
to counter its losses. 


which was privatised in 


;s Iberia has cut 4,600 
: in the last 18 months, but its 
losses still mounted by some nine 
per cent in the first five months of 
the year to reach some $3)0 
million. 


In Italy, Alitalia has suffered 
less than others, but still recorded 
loses in the region of S10 million 
last year, down from 1991’s de- 
ficit of more than $25 million. 

In December the Italian carrier 
took a 30 per cent stake in the 
Hungarian airline Malev, 
although it says it has no further 


Other smaller companies have 
formed unlikely alliances in a bid 
to ride out, the crisis. The ven- 
ture; bringing together the Dutch 
KLM, Austrian Airlines, Scanda- 
navia’s SAS, and SwissAir will 
cut staff by 10 per cent, or 7,000. 

Government aid is also being 
sought by a number of airlines. 
The European Commission last 
year authorised such action for 
Air France, Sabena and Iberia. 


Aer Lingus recently received 
S260 million of government 
money in a rescue package which 
will cut staff by 1,500. 

Almost the only ray of hope 
amid the economic clouds over 
Europe is shining on British Air- 


ways, 

1987. 

Despite a 57 per oent drop in 
profits last year, the U.K. airline 
has successfully expanded its op- 
erations on five continents to 
become one of the first truly 
global airlines. 

Mr. Coeme meanwhile re- 
mained philosophical in his 
assessment of the future for the 
industry, and of the European 
Commission's role in that future. 

‘There is no question of giving 
more powers to the European 
Commission but of making a di- 
agnosis of the reasons for the 
collapse and examining the possi- 
ble remedies,” he said. 

“Well-managed companies 
must be permitted to survive,” he 
said. 


Oil prices may drop 
to below $15 a barrel 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. oil 
prices dropped to a three-year 
low of $17.21 a barrel Friday, 
dragged down by the possibility 
Iraq may soon be allowed to 
resume foreign oil sales. 

Hie prices lost nearly four per 
cent of their trading value this 
week and many analysts believe 
the bottom has not yet been 
reached. 

The steep slide seen in recent 
weeks could be only the start of a 
collapse sending prices down to 
$15 or even $12 a barrel, accord- 
ing to oil traders and analysts 
with clearly bearish ‘views on the 
market. 

They say a deal under consid- 
eration at the United Nations that 
would allow Iraq to self $1.6 
billion worth of oil over six 
months could infli ct far more 
damage on an already sickly oil 
market than first imagined. 

Concerns that such a deal 
would be readied have caused 
prices to slide since talks between 
Iraq and U.N. negotiators began 
on July 7. The talks were sus- 


pended Wednesday so the Iraqi 
delegation could return to Bagh- 
dad for further instruction, bat 
are expected to resume some 
time next week. 

“The market , has probably 
already discounted a (limited) 
Iraqi oil sale, but I don’t believe it 
has discounted a price war,” said 
Brody White analyst Tom 
Blakeslee. 

“If Iraq is allowed to sell oil, 
the potential for a price war is 
very real,” he said, suggesting 
Iraq would discount its oil in an 
effort to woo its former custom- 
ers, while other Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) members might battle to 
hold onto market share. 

Iraq has been banned from 
exporting oil since it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. The cur- 
rent talks at the U.N. cover only 
a one-time oil sale, to raise 
money for food and methane, . 
including supplies for Kurds who 
are supported by U.N. agencies, 
and to pay reparations to victims 
of Iraqi forces. 


If Iraqi and U.N. officials can 
agree on terms for a sale, prices 
will hinge on OPECs response, 
analysts say. 

“Prices could hit a $13 a barrel, 
but it is improbable,” said Mr. 
. Blakeslee. “I think S16 or $16.50 
is very possible.” 

Analysts note Iraq may feel it 
has nothing to lose by initiating a 
price was since proceeds from the 
proposed oil sale would go 
straight to the U.N. The plan also 
would generate the same amount 
of revenue regardless of the price 
at which the Iraqi oil is sold. 

“Saudi Arabia seems pretty 
intent on maintaining its output, 
and Kuwait and Iran have been 
trying to increase theirs. If Iraq 
comes back on the market, prices 
coukl reach S12 very fast,” said 
one trader, who asked not to be 
identified. 

Most analysts said, however, 
that prices below $15 would not 
last long since OPEC would be 
forced at that point to agree to 
production cats. 


Drastic steps needed 

to end ERM turmoil, 
currency analysts say 


Cuba pursues wider 
economic opening policy 


HAVANA (AP) — Cuba’s chief 
economic planner told foreign 
businessmen Friday that this 
communist nation is pursuing a 
wider economic opening to the 
West, but not at the expense of 
socialism. 

Carlos Lage, speaking to a . 
conference on foreign invest- 
ment, said Cuba remains a social- 
ist and central-run economy but 
has and wfil continue to nurture a 
smaller private sector. 

Speaking of that private sector, 
which is growing faster than the 
centrally run state system, he 
declared, “up to what point it will 
grow, up to what are, I cannot' 
say.” 

The comments were widely inter- 
preted by the visitors as a signal 
that Cuba would pursue an in- 
creasingly pragmatic economic 
policy in a lad to rerive a country 
battered by the collapse of east- 
ern European trading partners. 


.Mr. Lage said, the country 
would continue with economic 
reforms like those announced ~a 
day earlier when Cuba said it 
would welcome foreign banks to 
the communist island and allow 
Cuban citizens to hold foreign 
currency. 

Economists say the moves also 
could tempt Cuban exiles in the 
United States into sending hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars to 
relatives in Cuba despite U.S. 
restrictions on such transfers. 

“Like it or not, Cuba simply 
most come to terms with the 
West," Sir Lynden Pindling, for- 
mer prime minister of the Baha- 
mas, told the conference of most- 
ly U.S. businessmen a day before 
participants flew here from Mex- 
ico. 

Some 80 businessmen and con- 
sultants, many of them from the 
United States, were drawn to 
Havana for a conference spon- 


sored, by the London-based 
magazine Euromoney. 

In ah address to the confer-, 
ence, Mr. Lage declared that 


Cuba was pursuing a policy of 
China has 


economic openness as 
been doing since in 1979. 

But he emphasised that Cuba 
would not follow the Chinese 
model and admitted that the 
Chinese economy was far more 
open to foreign investment that 
Cuba's. But he said “thire are 
some Chinese experiences that 
are very interesting.” 

In his speech, Mr. Lage said 
Cuban reforms to allow citizens 
to hold foreign currency were a 
sign of that new openness. But he 
said officials had not yet decided 
on the details of that plan. 

Asked whether the reforms 
would limit dollars sent to 
Cubans by relatives on the main- 
land, he said, “We have not made 
a decision inr that respect." 


LONDON (R) — Drastic action 
like a revaluation of the stronger 
currencies may be needed to pre- 
vent Europe's exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM) bouncing 
from crisis to crisis, currency mar- 
ket analysts said Friday. 

The French franc and Danish 
crown are still under pressure at 
the bottom of the system despite 
aggressive central bank interven- 
tion, but devaluation would only 
be a short-tynn salve. 

“Will a devaluation of the franc 
and the crown put the lid on 
chronic ERM instability once and 
for all? probably not,” said David 
Brown, chief economist at Tokai 
Bank in London. 


“The policy dichotomy is be- 
tween the need for lower (in- 


terest) rates to counter recession 
and the need for higher rates to 
maintain ERM foreign exchange 
durability,” -Mr. Brown added. ■ 

Recent difficulties, particularly 
for tiie smaller trading currencies 
like the peseta and the escudo, 
serve to highlight the problem of 
trying to move towards fixed ex- 
change rates for a group of coun- 
tries with differing fundamentals. 

“We have fixed exchange rates 
In a system where yon have mas- 
sive flows and economies which 
are .-not necessarily in the same 


phase of the cycle and have diffe- 
rent inflation rates,” said Robert 
Thomas, head of research at Nat- 
west Capital Markets. 

Reimposing exchange controls 
would be oae way of holding back 
the speculative tide but analysts, 
said this is a non-starter and a big 
backward step if monetary union 
is still tjbe ultimate goal. 

Analysts said the hardening up 
of the ERM criteria since the 
crawling peg days of pre-1987 was 
always going to be a little fraught. 
“You either have a more flexible 
system like the crawling peg or 
monetary union,” Natwesfs Tho- 
mas said. “It’s very difficult to get 
from one to the other when eco- 
nomies are not compatible, and 
they won’t be for 10 years." 

So the market has taken to 
eyeing the economic backdrop. 

The latest upset began as a 
speculative bombardment against 
the French franc following poor 
growth figures, an attack which, 
quickly spilled over onto the 
Danish crown. 

But analysts are generally 
agreed that on fundamental 
grounds, even though growth is 
weak and many experts say both 
currencies look overvalued, 
neither should be devalued. 

This puts the ball back firmly in 


the Bundesbank's court, since the 
German economy and the mark, 
.are still very much the ERM 
anchor. The Bundesbank's re- 
luctance to cut interest rates has 
become a major problem for 
those currencies whose under- 
lying economies are crying out for 
a cut, analysts said. 

The Bundesbank made no 
change to monetary policy ar 
last Thursday's meeting despite 
tiie growing pressure on tiie franc 
and the crown. But there is grow- 
ing belief they will soon move to 
ease credit policy. 

“The problems we are seeing 
are only due to speculation which 
is not politically nor economically 
justified ” said Patrick Mange, 
head of research at Deutsche 
Bank Paris. “The attacks on the 
franc and the crown are absurd.” 

Mr. Mange argued that if the 
bullish inflation background was 
taken fully into account tiie spe- 
culators would be talking about 
revaluation not devaluation. 

He said one way to thwart the 
speculators if they were looking 
at the wrong fundamentals would 


be to move ahead quickly with 
. “The necessity 


* monetary union, 
is to go as fast as possible to the 
next step, which is one currency 
for Europe.” 


Producers and consumers' 
agree new world cocoa pact 


GENFVA (R) — Producer and 
con. jer nations Saturday con- 
chid J a new internation al coco a 
pact that amid help reestablish a 
balance between world supply 
and demand, U.N. officials said 
Saturday. 

They said delegates from 45 
consumer and producer nations 
concluded the deal in the early 
hours of Saturday after a fifth 
two-week negotiating session 
over two years of battling for a 
new accord. 


In a final statement Peter Lai 
of Malaysia, the chairman of the 
United Nations-sponsored talks, 
said the pact was “ah important 


agreement” that had shown a 
good level of understanding be- 
tween producer and .consumer 
states. 

Trade diplomats said the agree- 
ment, winch comes into effect 
from Oct. I this year for an initial 
five years, was not expected to 
have much short-term effect on 
the market 

Tins was mainly, they said, 
because contentions “economic 
clauses” were omitted from the 
final agreement 

Producer nations, many of 
whom have to service huge debts, 
had wanted the pact to include a 
retention scheme whereby pro- 
ducers would withhold cocoa 
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from the market to defend a fixed 
price range. ■ 

Instead the accord is based on 
long-term production manage- 
ment, setting up a “production 
committee” which will suggest 
measures “to help reestablish a 
lasting equilibrium between 
world cocoa supply and demand 
as soon as possible.'’ 

On the basis of production and 
consumption forecasts by the In- 
ternational Cocoa Council 
(ICCO), the committee “shall fix 
indicative figures for annual 
levels of global production neces- 
sary to achieve and maintain 
equilibrium,” it s&ys. 


THE BETTER HALF® By Glasbergen 


GMS£E£6Etl 


marriage 
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‘Blowing kisses to each other is a 
great way to create 3. breeze 
and stay cool all summer!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


GUVEA 1 




il 


IS 

msi 
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mm 


BROMEY 
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□j 
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THE THIN© THAT 
EVERY WOMAN HOPE© 
DOESN'T ©HOW. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: Q J X J 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FUNNY EIGHT Entity placid 

Answer Where you may wind up if you hire too hiQh on 
the nog — in the pen 


Malaysia, Indonesia 
to promote East Asia 


trade group 


langkawi island. 

Malaysia (R) — Indonesia and 
Malaysia agreed Saturday to 
promote a proposed trade group 
of East Asian nations that would 
exdude key Pacific rim trading 
nations sucb as the United States 
and Australia. 

Asian-Pacific trade issues were 
a key topic of talks between 
Indonesia's President Suharto 
and Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad on this re- 
sort island in the Straits of Malac- 
ca, officials from both countries 
said. 

The two veteran South-East. 
Asian leaders agreed in principle 
on tiie proposed East Asian Eco- 
nomic Caucus (EAEC), 
Malaysia’s Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi told 
reporters after the talks. 

“We have agreed in prinriple 
on the EAEC and now we have 
to examine how to advance the 
proposal,” Mr. Badawi said. 

The EAEC, which Malaysia 
has been vigorously promoting, 
would group the six-member 
Asso ciation of South-East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) with China, 
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and 


Hong Kong. , . •. 

It would pointedly exclude m- 
dastrialised powers of the Pacific 
rim such as the United States, 
Canada, Australia and New Zea 
land. * s 

Mr. Badawi said the shape of 
the EAEC would be decided af 
next week’s annual m ee ti n g -of 
ASEAN foreign ministers in 

Singapore. ' 

“Some decision will have to be 
made in Singapore,” Mr. Badawi*! 
said. “We have a good under- j 


s tandin g on the principles, now 
we have to decide how to 


oper- 
ationalise it.” I 

The EAEC could be rncorpo- ; . 
rated into ASEAN's annual! 
meetings, an option which j 
Malaysia favours, officials here* 

said. • ‘1 

Or it could be made part of the ! 
Asian -Pacific Economic Coop- ! 
eration (APEC), a grouping; 
which includes North America, 
Australia and New Zeala n d. In- 

. . . 1. .u. * 


donesia tends to support this ! 
said. 


•i -j 

;i ^ 


idea, the officials sai< 

ASEAN — Brunei, Indonesia, ; 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Sings- ' 
pore and Thailand — was among t - 
the founding members of APEC. • 


Quelle’s profits fall 


NUREMBERG, Germany (AFP) — The German Quelle mail-order ; 
group reported that consolidated profits for the year to January fell ; 
by nearly 41 per cent to 146 milli on marks (585.9 million) from the • 
figure a year earlier. _ 

This was despite an increase in sales by 3.6 per cent to 15.25 billion ; 
marks, the president of the Quelle Schickedanz A.G. and Co., Klaus ■ 
Mangold, said. ’ ' 

The reduction was caused by heavy investment and by costs ; 
associated with the disposal of 14 big stores as part of a plan to a. 
change the direction of the company, he said. 7 

He expressed satisfaction that the group had increased sales by • 
more than the rate of growth of the market. This had strengthened • 
tiie position held by Quelle' as tin biggest European . mail-order . 
house. ' 

In the first five months of the current year sales had risen by three 
per cent despite the disposal of 14 stores. 


l'; 
1 ; 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 18, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
both family ties and those you are 
in contact with in the business 
world seem to be acting in a 
peculiar fashion, let it disturb you 
as your patience and wisdom are 
being tested for. -greater things 
ahead. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now find you can achieve a 
great deal where matters pertain- 
ing to borne, family and property 
interests; are concerned so delve 
deeply into them. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
day not to stay at home but to get 
out in the world to see and visit 
with as many persons who can be 
helpful to yon as you possibly can. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
now have every chance to think 
about ar.d decide how you can 
have a greater abundance and to 
spare for whatever your material 
wants happen to be. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now are very con- 
cerned with your relations with 
partners in the outside world and 
can reach a new accord and agree- 
ment with them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
want to devise a well rounded 
course of action whereby you can 
put into effect your own ultimate 
longings with more effectiveness so 
get busy and do so. ? 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you are interested in 


seeing and enjoying as many 
friends as possible so make the 
effort to see, to be with and to 
enjoy them at recreations. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22> Try to get out in the world or 
'"tvnere there are' public activities 
and be more a part of them irwrread 
of sticking so d 06 dy to your home 
and family. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You would be wise to delve 
info the various ideas under which 
you wish to operate more dosely in 
the future and apply these to ev- 
eryday interests. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 w 
December 21) Let your attachment 1 
know that you are aware of the 
need for that person to have more 
security and this is a good day to 
use common sense ideas to gain ft. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now all kinds of condi- 
tions come into the open rega rding 
both your relations with other per- 
sons as well as where you stand in 
the pubhc eye. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can have a better 
awareness of what you need to dc 
to be more effective at whatever 
your usual routines happen to be. 
so seek ways to improve diem. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You feel very romantic and you 
can plan the evening so that you 
have the affection and the outlet 
that means the most to you so 
arrange this early. 
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[THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Bam baby 
S Scandinavian 

9 SeNoous 

14 Aroma 

15 Make bye-bye 

16 identical 

17 Change 
residence 

IB Una — veto 
IS Mechanical man 
20 Scientific 

accomplishment 

23 Ophidian. 

24 Benedict 
Arnold's crime 

28 Gilt 

32 intimation 

33 From 
September 
through January 

37 — of the Union 

39 Woodwind 

40 Georgia export 

43 "Rosebud- 

44 Destroys 

46 Canape parts 

48 AnnapoBs 
monogram 

49 Warlike 

52 Sicilian strait 
54 Pop the top of 
59 Studies 
63 Monastery head 

66 — sapiens 

67 Think tank 
output 

68 Furlough 

69 Snort Jacket 

70 Trade for money 

71 Borders 

72 Mr Perot 

73 Cheese choice 



S mJTnhn , Uatka S*nicn. Inc 
An Rigm nacwvaa 


DOWN 

1 Hairdresser's 
Implements 

2 Embellish 

3 "I — parade..." 

4 Aberration 

5 Dweeb 

6 Doth Possess 

7 — a parrel 
6 Distant 

9 Archer's 
objectives 


10 Island greeting 

11 Brother or 
*t*t*r. abbr. 

12 Ring tesuft 
13SWJ 

21 Retained 

22 vase 

25 Do. re. mi, etc. 

26 — limits 

27 Prerequisites 

29 Salesperson, for 
short 

30 Before 

31 Slap 

33 Symposium 

34 Manhandling 

35 Gird ana's — 

38 Author Deighton 
38 Shame, shamal 

41 Dernier — 

42 Owns 
45Son.„,. *» s 
47 Fish 

50 Thesaurus 
entry: abbr. 

5 1 Laundry room 
r-schlrw 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 





53 When push 
comes to — 

55 Cacophony 

56 Lika a 
cryptogram 

57 Cub Scout 
leader 

56 Blbiieal song 


60 Dorothy's dog 

61 Some hospitals: 
abbr. 

62 Ages and 


63 Ginger — 

64 Four-poster 

65 Purse 
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" Economy 

Bull Group to slash 
6,500 jobs worldwide 

PARK (AFP) computer group Bull is going to do away 

With 6400 jobs wd rid wide by the end of next year, out of a current 
togl of around 35,000 jobs. Bull executives told a news conference. 

They said France would bear a major share of the restructuring 
frffort, since 2,850 jobs on a gross basis are to be abolished in that 
country. Due to various hirings and transfers, a total of 2400 jobs 
will be lost in France on a net basis. 

: The 6400 job losses take in the 3,000 (minding 1.000 in France) 
announced a few months ago by group chairman Bernard Pache for 
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CCWAW'S BAKE 


MAS SAUK 

JORDAN NATIONAL PARK 
CAIRO AMMAN BANK 
SANK OP JORDAN 

KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BAUX 
THE MOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BAIIP. 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT DAMS 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
UNION CAM* FOK SAVING L INVESTMENT 
BUSINESS RANK 

BEIT ELMAL S»VISC£INVESTWnT TOR kOOSIHG 
AKHAN BANE TOR INVESTMENT 
ARAB RANKING CORTORAT ION/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH iNSURANCt 

UNI'JERSAL INSURANCE 

JORDAN CULT INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTAJC FCMER 

IRBIS DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN CULP HEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

J-pTRA CNTRPRISES £ ECUlPrUNTS LEASING 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

KACKTRXHT EQUIP. RENTIK L MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

JORDAN PRESS t PUBLISHING /AD -DU STOUR 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST £ CuMnDORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER . FOR INVESTMENT 4 EDUCATION 

ATTANCEEP CONST. MATERIAL KANO FACTUR ISC 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

Jordan fervour jm refikart 

JORDAN TANNING 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 
TUB JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

JORDAN PRINTING A RACKIHC 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN PAPER £ SARD BOARD FACTORIES 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING t HEAVING 

MAFIA INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

DAR A L DAWA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT L IR ESI NATION kL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

GENERAL INVEOTKBHT 

ARAB PAPER COMVERTIrlC L TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN POCXMOOL INDllSTPirS 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES L MATCH /JINCO - 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JWICO 
NATIONAL CABLE > WIPE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPHO-aOEHICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PUAKH. £ CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. TOR AGIU. £ ROOD PROD. 
KAMTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


NO. OP TRADEOuMAREB IN PARALLjy. MARK] 
TRADED VOLUME IH THE PARALLEL. MARKET 
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Jordan Times 

in co-op* ration with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. Dollar in InttrnMiansI Nbrlwts 


Currency 

. v 

meWem 


Sterling Pound' 

1.4905 

1.4&6 S 

Deutsche Mark 

f .7208 

1.7155 

Swiss Franc 
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Sterling Pound 
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Deutsche Mark 

7.18 

7.09 

6.82 

6.31 

Swiss Franc 

4.90 

4.56 

4.48 

4.38 

French Franc 

8.00 

7.55 

7.00 

6. 35 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

3. 75 

3.12 

3.12 

European Currency Unit 

■ 7.93 

7.75 

7.12 

6.75 


Inirrim.k hid nip. for horhuiIs rvxvdiiV l IMkwv l.aOBJNn ot equm taU- 


Cmtral Bank of Jordan Exchange Rata Bu Batin 


“ 17/7/1993 


Currency 
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OfTer 

l)£. Dollar 

0.6960 

0.6980 

Sterling Pound 

1.0335 

1.0387 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4046 

0.4066 

Swiss Franc 

0.4611 

0.4634 

French Franc 

0.1186 


Japanese Yen" 

0.6466 

0.6498 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3599 

0.3617 

Swedish .Krona 

0.0871 

0.0875 

Italian Lira ^ 

0.0439 

0.0441 

Belgian Franc 

0.01961 

0.01971 
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1.8200 

1.8410 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.038675 

0.040350 

Saadi Ttiyal 

0.18500 

0.IS575 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2200 

2.2900 

Qatari Rryal 

0.1881 

0.1929 

Egyptian pound 

0.2000 

0.2300 

Omani Riyal 


1.8230 

UAE Dirham 

0.1681 

0.1929 

Greek Drachma^. 

0.29775 

0.32775 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3425 

1.3725 
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Manufactured goods top Jordan’s imports 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Manufactured 
goods accounted for tbe balk of 
Jordan’s imports during the year 
1992, totalling JD 596 million 
(5865 million) and representing 
39 per cent of the Kingdom's total 
imports of JD 2,214 million 
(53,210 million), according to 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
figures. 

Machinery and transport 
equipment, including motor vehi- 
cles and spare parts, accounted 
for JD 543.78 million ($788 mil- 
lion) or 24.5 per cent of the total 
imports, followed by foodstuff 
worth JD 416 million ($603 mil- 
lion), and crude oil and oil bypro- 
ducts worth JD 303.42 million 
(5440 million), said the latest 
statistical bulletin of the CBJ. 

The bulletin, whose figures are 
based on details given by the 
Department of Statistics, showed 
increases in all sectors of con- 
sumption, represenring an overall 
increase of 30 per cent in imports 
during 1992 over 1991. 


Imports during 1991 totalled 
JD 710.46; they were worth 
JD 1,725 million in 1990, 
JD 1,231 million in 1989 and 
JD 1,022 million in 1989. 

The dramatic rise in imports 
- was most attributed to increased 
consumption and economic acti- 
vities as a result of the return of 
320,000 Jordanian expatriates 
from Kuwait and other Gulf 
states in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis. 

Tbe figures showed an increase 
in investment in industries and 
construction equipment. Imports 
of electrical and non*electricaJ 
machinery during 1992 were 
worth JD 273.73 million ($397 
million) compared with JD 
149.18 million ($216.3 million) in 
1991. ' 

However, imports of raw mate- 
rials declined by JD 13.4 million 
during the year from the 
JD 58.92 registered during 1991. 

Chemicals, including medicine 
and pharmaceutical products, 
represented 11 per cent of 1992 
imports with JD 245 million 
(5355 million). Others included in 
the bulletin were: 


Raw materials (inedible): 
JD 45.52 million (566 million); 

Animal and vegetable oil and 
fat: JD 37.63 million (555 mil- 
lion); and 

Beverages and tobacco: 
JD 9.32 million ($13.45 million. 

The bulletin showed that Iraq 
exported oil worth JD 295 million 
(£428 million) to Jordan during 
the year.' Jordan exports to Iraq 
during the year were worth 
JD 48.82 million (573 million). 

The United States, however, 
remained Jordan's largest trading 
partner in diversified trade. It 
exported goods worth JD 246,15 
million (£357 million) to Jordan 
while its imports from Jordan 
were worth JD 4.18 (56.06 mil- 
lion) in 1992. 

Arab Common Market (ACM) 
countries — Egypt, Iraq and 
Syria — accounted for JD 363.3 
million (5527.8 million) of the 
Kingdom’s imports in 1992 while 
Jordanian exports to ACM coun- 
tries were worth JD73.97 
(5107.23 million). 

European countries grouped in 
the European Community (EC) 


exported goods worth JD 650.09 
million ($942.6 million) while 
their imports from Jordan 
amounted to JD 19.05 million 
($27.63 million). 

Jordan’s imports from other 
European countries, mainly Au- 
stria, Sweden and Switzerland — 
were worth JD 75.03 million 
while the Kingdom exports goods 
worth JD 293,000 to these coun- 
tries. 

India remained the largest im- 
porter from Jordan, accounting 
for JD 96.37 ($140 million), de- 
spite registering a decline from 
the 1991 figure of JD 109.65 mil- 
lion (S155 million). Indian ex- 
ports to the Kingdom totalled 
JD 31.21 million ($45.25 mil- 
lion), down from JD 53.48 mil- 
lion ($77.55 million) in 1991. 

Imports from Japan totalled 
JD 132.2 million ($197.7 million) 
while imports to that country 
were worth JD 12.05 million 
($17.48 million), compared with 
ID 61.12 million ($88.61 million) 
in imports and JD 10.05 million 
($10.58 million) in 1991. 

Trade with China totalled 
JD 66 is million ($96 million) 


with JD 52.14 million ($75.6 mil- 
lion) in Jordanian imports and 
JD14.005 million ($20.30 million) 
in exports — a decline from 
JD 32.56 million ($42.22 million) 
on the export side during 1991. 

Other countries — mainly Tur- 
key, Taiwan, South Korea, In- 
donesia and Pakistan — 
accounted for JD 435.52 million 
($631.48 million) in exports to 
and JD 249.68 million ($362 mil- 
lion) in imports from Jordan. 

Jordan's exports to Saudi Ara- 
bia went down to JD 11.02 mil- 
lion ($16 million) in 1992 from 
the 1991 figure of JD 70.08 mil- 
lion ($101.6 million). 

Slight declines were also reg- 
istered in exports to Lebanon 
(from JD 10.04 million to 
JD 9.73 million), Bahrain (from 
JD 11.6 million to JD 7.92 mil- 
lion), Qatar (from JD 10.41 mil- 
lion to JD 8.35 million) and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
(from JD 26.06 million to 
JD 25.92 million. 

Exports to Kuwait were worth 
JD 186,000. This figure compares 
with JD 47.7 million in 1989. 


Kuwait’s ex-KIA chief sounds asset warning 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait could 
lose the assets it built up for 
future generations unless the gov- 
ernment reins in Gulf war- 
inflated expenditure, a former 
head of the emirate's investment 
empire said in remarks published 
Saturday. 

“If tbe current trend goes on 
unchecked, we will have no fore- 
ign investments in the very near 
future,” Abdullah A1 Gabandi 
was quoted as saying. 

The English-language Arab 


Times newspaper said he was 
addressing a Kuwait economists' 
society discussion group. 

“Precise legislation should be 
enacted to prevent depleting the 
Fund for Future Generations by 
making it impossible for these 
funds to be utilised by the govern- 
ment.” he said. 

Mr. Gabandi resigned earlier 
this year as managing director of 
Kuwait Investment Authority 
(KIA), which overseas an oil- 
funded investment . empire once 


valued at up to $100 billion. 

Most of tbe portfolio comprises 
the Fund for Future Generations, 
a kind of pension fund for tbe day 
Kuwait's one natural resources 
runs out sometime next century. 

The total current value of the 
overseas investments is believed 
to be around $45 billion. 

The asset drop was due mostly 
to payment of Gulf war expenses. 
But state audit authorities and 
parliament say at least some of. 
the fall was due to abuse and 


mismanagement in state invest- 
ment bodies, 

Mr. Gabandi's move from the 
KIA was unconnected to these 
allegations. Mr. Gabandi, a re- 
spected figure in Kuwaiti finan- 
cial circles, was replaced by a 
career banker, Ali A1 Bader. 

Mr. Gabandi said the state had 
no source of income in the im- 
mediate aftermath of Kuwait's 
liberation in 1991 from Iraqi 
occupation and had to dip into 
the investments to cover bal- 


looning budget deficits. 

But if this trend was not reined 

m, overseas assets would be con- 
sumed within a few years, he 
said. 

Kuwait’s budget deficit for 
1992/93 is around two billion di- 
nars ($6.6 billion). The govern- 
ment expects to run annual de- 
ficits of between one billion and 
two billion dinars ($3.3 billion 
and $6.6 billion) until at least 
1997. 


IMF 

begins 

procedure 

to bar 
Sudan 
from funds 


AMMAN (R) — The Interna- 
tional Monetaiy Fund (Off) has 
started procedures to rule Sudan 
ineligible to draw money because I 
of non payment of arrears, a 
senior official of the fond ‘said 
Friday. 

“Unfortunately Sudan has run 
into sizeable arrears with the IMF 
and in accordance with our proce- 
dures they are not eligible to 
withdraw from the fund’s re- 
sources,” Abdul Shakour 
Shaalan, an executive director of 
tbe IMF told Reuters Friday. 
“Suspension procedures have 
already commenced with Sudan.” 

Economists estimate Sudan’s 
outstanding arrears at about $1.5 
billion. 

The official said discussions 
were still going on with Sudan on 
its economic performance, but 
that this would not obstruct the 
procedures already begun by the 
fund. 

The IMF has been monitoring 
the government’s performance on- 
its economic reform programme 
begun in early 1992 aimed at 
liberalising the economy and re- 
moving state controls on trade. 

Inflation has soared to around 
150 per cent since the Khartoum 
government floated the Sudanese 
pound and cut subsidies on basic 
commodities as part of free mar- 
ket policies. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWAROING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS- 


AMIN KAIMAR A SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
PO.BOX 7806 
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I CROWN INTLEST. J 

1 Packing, shipping j 
1 Forwarding, storage J 

i worldwide Removals 1 

Air Qoo onH f onri 



JORDAN 
MARKET PUCE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
. IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

’ OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACEBUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN- JORDAN 



Ituliuii RtShiuram 


Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Adds J.D. 7.080 QaUrca 4.000 

Abdoun / Near Orthodosy Chit) 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Budding . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% targmr 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN • ’ 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
£ Istanbul $800 H/B & lours 

* Antalya $ 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

■* Ail in 5 star INT’L HTLS 



Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


THE 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing . 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< ft:30 - Midnight / 


j The Be si Oriental food in Town 

OM RESTAURANT 


■ Chinese, Thai, Phflliplno, Indonisian.Malasoin 
& Japanese specialities 

■ live Band ”6" nights a week 
World wide programs VIA satellite 
Takeaways & delivery Available 


Hours: 12 Moon 12 Midnight 
Friday SPJM Midnight 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


^ J i .r.t.n j*«h«| 

120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from a II great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ot China 
Prepared by our 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Take away smites 
Jabai Ai Hussan 
Ministry ol Trade 
& Industrial Rtf. 
Tel. 693004 





K*t 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

Idpe/r IZ-M-.W d. SOU-lI Zi Til} [ 

Take away is available 

V\raji Sagra Raw 
neat Fn<taoeipru3 Hotel 

| Tel. 661922, Amman | 

•i»ce Tasted y'vy 
rtlwgijs Lived 



lhawt. 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is avallaMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:31) 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




i Suntun Sircci ■ ins sircic, Jaoal Arr.rran -Cpposiie 


Frcnen Leal _ 653482 



ihe summer terrace 

IS NOW OPEN 


Vi 

T fl E s 


entiho 


RESTAURANT 
AML AMMAN WWT CttCU 
or rosffi w* uwa eummy tsl macs 


' MOVING ? 

Let Aramex AirCaigc 
take cane of the works 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 

660507 or 660508 

ARAMEDCm 



, Si Krdrf/// ft 

j/f?f/ 1 a/'/ 1 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7. 30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 





Terrace 
Restaurant 
S Tapas Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

label Amman - 3rd Clrcte 
FwRasanwtwnTal 615060 A 



Rock Cafe j 

lL?ive TWid 

639197 


Couples Only, or 
Groups of Lades & Gents 

Open Daily 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-.! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAROTEI 

i$jl3<|I|Is 


Amman - Ter 668193 
P.O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex. 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Campaign 
doses 
before 
crudal 
Japan vote 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese politi- 
cians made their final pitch to 
voters Saturday, the eve of the 
■ country’s most unpredictable 
. genera! election since the 1950s. 

The one safe forecast seemed 
to be’ that Japan is beaded for a 
* period, of political instability 
which is likely to translate into 
weak, perhaps minority govern- 
ment. 

Despite the debuts of three 
new parties and talk of a political 
sea-change, party officials feared 
a low turnout. 

“The turnout could drop below 
70 per cent," said an official of 
the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). Traditional voter 
apathy was strong, be said, and 
widespread rain was expected. 

What all this means in terms of 
winners is uncertain. 

However, not even the most 
sanguine leader of die LDP, the 
conservative, pro-business group 
which has held power for nearly 
38 years, believes the party can 
emerge from Sunday's election 
with a lower bouse majority. 

Since the various traditional 
opposition parties and the three 
new groups formed by LDP de- 
fectors have been unable to come 
up with viable plans for an 
alternative coalition, most com- 
mentators expect the LDP to try 
to soldier on either as a minority 
government or in alliance with 
another party. 

Just which group might . be 
tempted to alien itself withi a 
deeply unpopular ruling party, 
tainted by seemingly endless 
payoff scandals, and what price it 
would ask for its backing, was 
unlikely to emerge until the final 
ballots are counted late Sunday 
or early Monday. 

A total of 95 million Japanese, 
spread across 129 multi -seat con- 
stituencies. are eligible to vote 
Sunday. 

The nation's 3,400 polling sta- 
tions open at 7 a.m. (2200 GMT 
Saturday), and close at 6 p.m. 
(0900 GMT). The first pointer to 
the outcome should come im- 
mediately after that with broad- 
cast of die results of exit polls 
carried out by tile television net- 
works. The final count should be 
in by about 1 a.m. Monday (1600 
GMT Sunday). 

Throughout the campaign, 
policies mostly took a back seat 
to tactical talk about post- 
election coalition-making. 

All parties proclaimed them- 
selves “pro-reform,” although 
that phrase meant different things 
to different people. 

LDP leaders tried to scare re- 
luctant voters into staying loyal 
by pointing to the inexperience of 
oppostion parties and the dan- 
gers of allowing the socialists near 
government. 

There was little real discussion 
of such presung problems as 
Japan's faltering economy, its 
ever-fraught trade relations with 
the United States and Europe, 
and how Japan should expand its 
infinence in the world. 

As the campaign drew to a 
dose, party leaders converged on 
the capital for final public appear- 
ances Saturday evening. 

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa, who called snap elections 
after losing a June 18 confidence 
vote over bis failure to act against 
political corruption, spoke at a 
Tokyo railway station. 

Mr. Miyazawa, titular head of 
the LDP, has bad a quiet cam- 
paign. Many of his party's candi- 
dates, alarmed at his great un- 
popularity, asking him to stay 
away. 

In the final days, however, he 
has seemed to find new heart, 
apparently bent on contradicting 
pundits who wrote off his own, 
and his party's, chances of politic- 
al survival. 

“I must apologise for calling 
elections at a crudal time in our 
country...,” Mr. Miyazawa, 73, 
said. “1 hope you trust our record 
of keeping the country stable for 
many, many years.” 

Another leader under threat, 
Sadao Yamahana of the fast- 
fading Socialist Party, also 
travelled back to Tokyo for a 
public appearance after a final 
swing through western Japan. 

“A new chapter is beginning,” 
Mr. Yamahana rasped, his voice 
hoarse from constant campaign- 
ing. “We most end rule try one 
dominant party." 

If the LDP has problems, then 
the Socialists face possible disas- 
ter. Opinion polls show the 
perennial opposition party, ham- 
pered by a hard-left platform, 
could lose half of the 134 seats it 
held in the 511-member lower 
bouse. 

While the traditional parties 
seem certain to lose ground, all 
eyes ‘will be on the three new 
groups set up by LDP rebels. 

Morihiro Hosokawa, whose 
anti-graft Japan New Party (JNP) 
came from nowhere to win big in 
last month's Tokyo City Assem- 
bly elections, wound up bis cam- 
paign in the capital. 


Russian reinforcements 
fly into Tajikistan 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia started 
firing extra troops to the troubled 
Central Asian republic of Tajikis- 
tan Saturday to help repulse 
attacks by rebels operating across 
the border from Afghanistan, loc- 
al journalists said. 

“The first plane with troops has 
already left Moscow,” a military 
source told the journalists in the 
Tajik capital Dushanbe. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev flew to Tajikistan 
on Friday and vowed to crack 
down on the rebels, who laun- 
ched a bloody attack against Rus- 
sian servicemen on the border 
between Tajikistan and Afghanis- 
tan last Tuesday. 

Viktor Barykin, deputy head of 
the Russian high command, told 
reporters Russia had agreed with 
Tajikistan's leaders that it wonkl 
set up a special force to help 
combat the rebels. 

The new unit would be under 
the joint command of the Russian 
Land Forces and the High Com- 
mand. He gave no further details. 

But it seemed clear the Russian 
201st Motorised Infantry Division 
in Dushanbe, which Tajik leaders 
acknowledge is perhaps the main 
stabilising factor in the country, 


would play a more active role. 

The extra men will help bring 
the division up to scratch. The 
unit, based in Dushanbe, is oper- 
ating at half strength and needs 
6,000 more troops. 

< Tuesday's assault was the latest 
in a series of attacks by Tajik 
fighters, who fled to Afghanistan 
after defeat in a near dvii war last 
year. The fighters mainly backed 
the country’s Islamic government 
which collapsed last December. 

Moscow is determined to keep 
the rebels at bay and thereby 
prevent what it sees as the spread 
of fundamentalism through the 
former Soviet Union. 

A member of an investigatoiy 
commission sent to look into the 
assault quoted Mr. Grachev as 
saying he wanted to boost the 
border defences rather than strik- 
ing into Af ghanistan . 

About 3,500 mainly Russian 
Border Guards help protect Ta- 
jikistan’s remote frontiers with 
Afghanistan under an agreement 
signed late last year but they have 
been hard pressed to repulse the 
attacks. 

Mr. Grachev told Tajik leaders 
Friday he had information the 
opposition forces were preparing 
to launch a major attack to seize 


the entire country, Interfax News 
Agency said. 

Local Russian military leaden 
said in February they’ Vfrere ex- 
pecting a major attack soon but it 
did not materialise. 

The Russian army said Thurs- 
day it was ready to launch large- 
scale combat operations on the 
border, possibly even into Afgha- 
nistan, after parliament ordered 
the government to protect its 
border guards. 

' But General Vladimir Shlyakh- 
tin, commander of the Russian 
border troops in Tajikistan, told 
Interfax News Agency be was not 
planning to order any attacks 
across the Afghan border. 

A fghanis tan accused Russian 
troops of launching an artillery 
attack on Afghan settlements 
close to the border Thursday 
evening, killing or injuring more 
than 80 people and virtually des- 
troying four vfll- »es. 

Tajik Defence Qnister Major- 
General Aiexand r Shishlyanni- 
kov rejected the Allegations. 

Kabul Radio sa d Afghanistan 
had sent Moscow an official pro- 
test but the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said it had not received 
the message. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Azeris delay Eichibey impeachment 

MOSCOW (R) — The Azeri parliament, meeting in a dawn 
session Saturday, stopped short of impeaching fugitive President 
Abulfaz Eichibey for his roi r bloody June clash between 
government and rebel troop.- .R-TA5S -News Agency said. 
Deputies postponed a decision * j Mr. Elchibey’s fate but said he 
bore political responsibility r fighting in the western city of 
Gyandzha which troops wet ent to disarm rebel forces led by 
Commander Suret Guseinov. Local journalists said parliament 
would consider whether to impeach Mr. Eichibey when it met 
next week. On Friday, a parliament commission studying the 
Gyandzha events recommended the indictment of several former 
ministers and top officials for their alleged role in the fighting, in 
which at least 35 people were killed. The former Security and 
Interior Ministers ana ex-Parii ament head Isa Gambarov were 
detained Friday, during a parliament session in Baku, for their 
part in the dash. Washington condemned the move and urged the 
parliament’s chairman and Acting President Geidar Aliyev to 
stick to assurances he bad given Washington over democracy in 
Azerbaijan. 

Nigerian parties to meet election body 

, LAGOS (R) — ' Nigeria's two army-created parties will meet the 
National Electoral Commission (NEC), next week to discuss an 
Aug. 14 date it has proposed for a new presidential- election, a 
senior commission official said Saturday, “The time-table is 
tentative and is subject to minor changes because of inputs we 
expect the parties to make at a meeting with NEC Wednesday,” 
the official said in the capital Abuja. Nigeria is pressing ahead 
with the election despite growing opposition from pressure groups 
such as the labour congress which has said it wQ] boycott any fresh 
poll. Moshood Abiola, the candidate of the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP)„ who apparently won the June poll, has filed a suit 
to force the military government to reverse its cancellation. A 
Lagos court Friday ordered hearing and judgment next week on 
Mr. Abiola’s suit challenging the annulment of the poll. His party 
is opposed to a fresh poll but its sole rival the National Republican 
Convention (NRC) says it will partidpate. 

Haiti parties agree on democracy pact 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Leading Haitian lawmakers took a 
major step toward restoring exiled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide to power Saturday by signing a pact that will revamp 
parliament and pardon the soldiers who ousted him. AD the 
Haitian politidans attending the secretive talks held in a U.N. 
basement since Wednesday signed the deal, U.N. spedal envoy 
for Haiti Dante Caputo said early Saturday. “This is a very 
positive step. Of course we have had many problems,” Mr. 
Caputo said. “But in any case I want to stress the fact that we are 
on track.” The main obstacle had been the fate of 13 legislators 
elected on Jan. 18 in widely boycotted balloting held under the 
military regime. Mr. Aristide had demanded guarantees that they 
be removed, because he can’t muster a majority with those 
lawmakers in parliament. Under the signed accord, those 
legislators won't sit in parliament pending the verdict of a 
Commission of Conciliation, set up by parliament, that will 
review the legality of their election. However, to reassure Mr. 
Aristide's camp that they won't remain. Mr. Caputo promised 
that the United Nations wouldn't recognise their legitimacy and ' 
would maintain a worldwide oil embargo on Haiti if they refuse to 
resign. 

Vietnam pledg results on U.S. MIAs 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam iturday promised cooperation with the* 
United States and more results in accounting for missing U.S. 
servicemen, President Bill Clinton’s condition for normalising 
relations two decades after the war. The promise of cooperation, 
came in a letter to Mr. Clinton from President Le Due Anh 
handed to a U.S. presidential delegation after two days of talks on 
the issue of U.S. Prisoners of War and those Missing In Action 
(PoW/MLAs), U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Winston Lord 
told a news conference. “In reality, what can be done has been 
done already,” Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minister Le Mai said. 
Mr. Lord said die U.S. delegation “laid considerable emphasis” 
on human rights in the talks but did not regard it as a condition for 
improving relations with Vietnam. A practical result of the talks 
was Vietnam’s agreement to a U.S. request to station three State 
Depart ment consular officials with the U.S. military Joint Task 
Force (JTF) in Hanoi, which is responsible for conducting MIA 
searches. They will help visiting relatives of MIAs and U.S. war 
veterans, freeing JTF staff to continue working on MIA cases, 
U.S. officials said. 

Rightwingers pull out of S. Africa talks 

■JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — The far-right Conservative Party 
(CP) Saturday polled out of South Africa’s multiparty democracy 
talks buyt stopped short of abandoning the negotiations process, 
the South African Press Association (SAPA) said. Quoting CP 
chief secretary Lem Theron, SAPA said CP leader Fendi 
Haretzenberg had made the announcement earlier Saturday at a 
public meeting in the western Transvaal town of iichtenburg. 
According to SAPA, Mr. Hartzenburg announced that the CP 
would only rejoin the talks once the Afrikaners’ right to 
self-determination in a separate white homeland receives “une- 
quivocal’' recognition. “Without freedom for the Afrikaner, 
South Africa will never achieve enduring peace,” Mr. Hartzen- 
burg is quoted as saying. The CP is the second of die 26 parties 
taking part in the talks, being held at foe World Trade Centre 
here, to susp end participation. The Zulu-based Inkatba Freedom 
Party (IFP) walked out of the forum on July 2 when the 
negotiators set April 27 next year as the date for South Africa’s 
first non-radal elections. 


Cracks 
appear in 
Pakistan 
opposition 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Cracks 
have started appearing in the 
ranks of Pakistan's opposition 
since its leader Benazir Bhutto 
called off a protest march on 
Islamabad Friday and army- 
sponsored talks on an election 
plan stalemated. 

Talks on foe so-called political 
solution, envisaging surrender of 
power by two main adversaries, 
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
and Prime Minister Nawaz Shar- 
if, were to resume Saturday after 
an overnight session bogged 
down on me question of who 
should quit first, informed 
sources said. 

Mr. Sharif refused to dissolve 
the National Assembly until Mr. 
Ishaq Khan stepped dawn and 
vowed not to succumb to “un- 
democratic pressures” to curtail 
‘his five year mandate until 19? Z. 

The reported political solution 
was hammered out by the army 
on the eve of the “long march” 
planned by ’ opposition factions 
united under the banner of the 
All Parties Conference (APC) 
Thursday. 

The APC had claimed that 
hundreds of thousands would lay 
an indefinite siege to the capital 
Islamabad from Friday until Mr. 
.Sharif announced mid-term polls. 

However, the chief of the 
•country’s powerful army. Gener- 
al Abdul Waheed, at die last 
minute forced a compromise to 
avert a showdown. His troops 
bad earlier entered in the city to 
protect key government buildings 
against any onslaught by opposi- 
tion marchers. 

Ms. Bhuto gave in to Gen. 
Waheed ’s request to call off the 
march amid speculation that the 
opposition move might compel! 
the army to impose the martial 
law. 

But her unilateral decision to 
scrub the march “when all 
arrangements had been finalised” 
has angered her APC colleagues 
who feel they were betrayed. 

Fazhir Rehman, chief of the 
fundamentalist party, Jamiat 
Ulema-E- Islam (JUI), Friday ac- 
cused Ms. Bhutto of “sabotag- 
ing” the opposition struggle 
against Mr. Sharif’s 32-month old 
government. 



A tug pulls away » pontoon section to be transported to the ate of the destroyed Maslenka Bridge 
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near Zadar (AFP photo) 


Bosnia presidency to attend peace talks 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia’s col- 
lective presidency agreed in prin- 
ciple Saturday to attend a new 
round of peace talks in Geneva if 
there was a solid ceasefire and 
Sarajevo’s power and water were 
restored, Bosnian radio reported. 

The 10-member, multi-ethnic 
presidency met in their besieged 
capital to decide whether to 
attend the talks to discuss a Serfo- 
Croat plan to partition the coun- 
try, a plan the Bosnian leadership 
has already rejected. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and Croatian President 
Fran jo Tndjman, who back Bos- 
nian Serbs and Croats now hold- 
ing 90 per cent of the territory 
after 15 months of civil war, 
arrived in Geneva Saturday for 
what were described as prelimin- 
ary talks with mediators Lord 
Owen and Thorvald Stoltenberg. 

The radio said the presidency 
had agreed in principle to go to 
Geneva but repeated previously- 
stated conditions — an end to 
Serb offensives, a solid ceasefire 
and the restoration of Sarajevo's 
utilities. 

Presidency members also said 
the European Community (EC) 
should replace Lord Owen as 
mediator because he had “aban- 
doned tiie negotiations’ princi- 
ples”, the radio added. 

Lord Owen has angered the 
Muslim-led government by drop- 
ping his insistence cm preserving 
Bosnia as a single state and lean- 
ing towards the plan for partition 
into three ethnic mini-states. 

Fighting was reported to Be 
continuing in' Bosnia Saturday, in 
particular around the southern 


city of Mostar between the 
Muslim-led government army 
and local Croats. 

Sarajevo was again without 
power although water services 
have been restored for 30 per 
cent of tiie city and gas for 
cooking has been reconnected. 

While President Alija Izetbe- 
govic and the rest of the presiden- 
cy have rejected the Serb-Croat 
partition plan, differences bave 
emerged among members and 
even Mr. Izetbegovic has indi- 
cated he might have to accept it if 
the alternative was endless war. 

A Bosnian government spokes- 
man said Friday presidency mem- 
bers were free to go to Geneva 
without Mr. Izetbegovic, but 
added: “They can’t solve prob- 
lems without Izetbegovic there. 
It’s just not realistic.” 

A spokesman for Mr. Stolten- 
bcig, John Mills, said Saturday’s 
talks between Mr. Milosevic and 
Mr. Tudjman were preliminary to 
a meeting of all parties to the 
conflict in Bosnia which 
mediators hope will take place in 
Geneva next week. 

Mr. Mills said the mediators 
had received indications that Mr. 
Izetbegovic was now willing to 
return to the Geneva talks. 

Mr. Stoltenberg said Saturday* 
the negotiating atmosphere at the 
talks had improved and ft might 
be possible to achieve a peaceful 
solution in two to six weeks. 

The way. to Saturday’s . Serb- 
Croat Jalks ifa Geneva was 
cleared by an llth-hour agree- 
ment on a dispute between 
Croatia and rebel Serbs holding 


nearly a thir d of the country. 

Croatia agreed to pull back to 
lines it held before a January 
offensive in which it retook a key 
bridge and airport in the south. 

Zagreb’s plans to reopen both, 
which are well in range of rebel 
Serb guns, had threatened to 
erupt into another full-scale war 
between them. . . 

Under the agreement drafted 
by mediators Geert Ahrens and 
Knot Vollebaek, the two strategic 
sites will be put under U.N. 
control and will be closed to all 
military traffic. 

In Sarajevo, government forces 
were still preventing U.N. en- 
gineers from repairing a power 
line to the Serb-held suburb of 
Vogosca, where an a-nmunition 
factory is located which the gov- 
ernment says could churn out 
5,000 rounds a day if power is 
restored. 

Serbs are insisting the link be 
restored if its gunners are to allow 
engineers to fix another link to 
the rest of the city, which would 
enable running water to be folly 
restored. 

A spokesman for the U.N, 
Protection Force, Barry Frewer, 
said the Serbs were masting the 
factory had stopped making 
munitions before its power was 
knocked out last month. 

Maj. Frewer said the U.N. had 
proposed to Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic that U.N. 
monitors inspects, the plant to 
verify it had been mothballed. 
Mr. Karadac said he had no 
objections but would have to 
consult his military commander. 


Mexico prepares quick repatriation 
of undocumented Chinese refugees 


ENSENADA, Mexico (AP) — 
Two boats filled with hundreds of 
Chinese refugees seeking U.S. 
asylum arrived in Mexico Friday, 
while in Washington the Coast 
Guard reported more refugee 
boats were seen beading toward 
Hawaii. 

The two boats were carrying 
many of the 658 Chinese who 
have been adrift in the Pacific for 
three months, said Jorge Medina 
Viedas, chief spokesman for the 
Mexican Interior Ministry. 

They arrived under escort by 
the Mexican Navy. 

A third boat carrying more 
refugees remained in internation- 
al waters, however, because of an 
unspecified political problem, 
Mr. Medina said. He added it 
would stay there until the prob- 
lem was resolved. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Julie Reside said the State 
Department didn't know what 
the problem was. 

Meanwhile, a Coast Guard 
official in Washington confirmed 
that an unspecified number of 
vessels presumed to be carrying 
Chinese migrants have been spot- 
ted off Hawaii. 

They could enter U.S. waters 


around Hawaii some time this 
weekend,” Commander Mark 
Wolfeon said. He said there were 
“fewer than half a dozen” of the 
vessels but declined to give a 
specific number “because we’re 
still frying to find out what we’ve 
got out there.” 

Thus far, helicopters have ant 
flown close enough to determine 
how many migrants might be 
aboard,” Commander Wolfson 
said. 

The 'Chinese heading toward 
Ensenada bad been in interna- 
tional waters off the coast of 
Mexico since the Coast Guard 
intercepted their three rusty, 
dilapidated ships on July-6. They 
left their homeland weeks before 
that. 

The United States pressured 
Mexico to take the Chinese be- 
cause allowing them to reach 
U.S. soil would qualify them to 
apply for political asylum. That 
process can take years, and the 
Chinese would have been allowed 
to stay until their cases were 
resolved. 

Mexico bas no such process. 

Once on Mexican soil, Mr. 
Medina said the undocumented 
Chinese would be examined by 


Mississippi River levee breaks, closes key bridge 

* The Associated Pn * « 


doctors and placed on buses 
bound for Tijuana’s International 
Airport. 

During the '60-mile (100- 
kilometre) trip about 250 federal, 
state and local police were ex- 
pected to line the highway to 
keep anyone from escaping. 

Mexico is frying to avoid a 
repeat of an incident in May 
when desperate Chinese captured 
in Ensenada broke free at a Mex- 
icali Airport and sprinted toward 
the U.S. border. 

A State Department official, 
speaking cm. condition of anony- 
mity, said anyone determined to 
be a genuine political refugee 
“will be brought to the United 
States to pursue that claim.” 

Meanwhile, authorities in 
south China have sent 91 people 
to jail or labour camp for smug- 
gling illegal immigrants, a China- 
run newspaper in Hong Kong 
reported Saturday. 

Tbe smugglers were convicted 
at a sentencing rally Thursday in 
Fuzhou City in coastal Fujian 
province, a centre for immigrant 
trafficking to the United States 
and elsewhere, Ta Kung Pao 
reported. 


THE SURGING Mississippi Riv- 
er charged through a levee Friday 
night at West Quincy, Mo., clos- 
ing the only bridge across the 
river to Illinois for more than 200 
miles (320 kms). 

The break about a half mile (I 
km) upstream of the Bayview 
Bridge apparently triggered an 
explosion at a gas station, said 
Fire Chief Roy Hark. 

Bunting gasoline spread across 
the flowing water. Chief Hark, 
spokesman for the Marion Coun- 
ty Emergency Management 
Agency, said the area had been 
evacuated, but the National 
Guard and sandbaggers were still 
there Friday night. He had no 
immediate reports of injuries. 

Volunteers bad been working 
feverishly to reinforce die levees 
near die bridge, the last link 
across the Mississippi from St, 
Louis to Burlinton, Iowa, a 212- 
mfie (340- km) stretch. 

The bridge had been restricted 
to local and emergency traffic. 

Keith Moseley said be arrived 
shortly after the levee burst and 
before tbe gasoline station 
erupted in flames. 

“When we got here there was 
one barge coming through and 
another right along the levee 
end,” Mr. Moseley told the CNN 


The Associated Press. 
television network. “You could fours before we get major water 


hear the trees crashing and 
another barge coming through.” 
* The levee was the third to give 
way Friday along tbe rain-swollen 
Mississippi or Missouri Rivers, 
which have surged out of then- 
banks for weeks, flooding towns 
and farmland throughout the 
midwest. 

Flooding spread Friday as 
heavy rains sent a river through 
Fargo, N.D., where 75,000 peo- 
ple were told not to bathe or flush 
toilets because the city’s sewage 
system was swamped. Much more 
rain was expected in the Dakotas 
and Minnesota in coming days. 

Miles to the south, tbe Missis- 
sippi and Missouri Rivers washed 
together 20 miles (30 kilometres) 
upstream from their normal junc- 
tion after a levee broke on a thin 
peninsula north of St. Louis. 
Military trucks rescued some rest- 
dents who had defied evacuation 
orders. 

Another levee break on the 
Missouri forced evacuations in 
three other small Missouri towns. 

“It’s ah over," said Jim Bues- 
cher, chief of the Marthasrille 
Volunteer Fire Department. "We 
are prepared for the very, very 
worst, we are moving stuff to 
higher ground. We’ve got a few 


here in town.” 

Months of above-average rain- 
fall led to flooding that began in 
early June m Minnesota and Wis- 
consin and has been blamed for 
26 deaths and at least $5 billion in 
damage throughout the midwest. 

The latest death came Friday. 
An Iowa National Guardsman in 
Des Moines was electrocuted 
when an antenna he was helping 
erect fell Over and touched a 
high-voltage line, said Lt. Col. 
Robert King, a Guard spokes- 
man. The antenna was for com- 
munications with water trucks. 

The prolonged flooding was 
disrupting cargo shipments 
nationwide. Mississippi River 
barges remained idle from St. 
Paul, Minn., to St, Louis and a 
main rail line was disrupted by 
bridge washouts in Missouri. 

Eastbound cargo was backing 
up at west coast ports, while 
cargo headed to Hawaii and other 
Pacific points wasn't coining in 
from the east, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
said in a statement. 

There was no sign the rain was 
letting up. On Friday, thunder- 
storms battered parts of North 
Dakota. Illinois, Iowa, Missouri 
and Nebraska. Locally heavy 


downpours were forecast. 

And a shift Thursday in the jet 
stream, which had been stable for 
nearly two months, meant that 
the Dakotas and Minnesota could 
expect more intense thunder- 
storms throughout at least the 
next week, the National Weather 
Service said. The jet stream now 
will be gathering moisture not 
only from the Gulf of Mexico but 
from the Pacific subtropics. 

President Bill Clinton planned 
a “flood summit” for Saturday in 
St. Louis with nine states' gov- 
ernors or their representatives. 
Mr. Clinton has viewed damage 
in Iowa twice in two weeks, and 
has asked Congress for at least 
S2.5 billion in federal aid. He said 
that amount likely would in- 
crease. 

In some places, the water para- 
” too much on the ground, 
not enough to use — worsened 
Friday. In others, it got better. 

Officials in Des Moines, Iowa, 
said many of the 250,000 people 
in their sixth day without running 
water wouldn’t get it back before 
the middle or end of next week, 
as service is restored in stages. 
Earlier estimates were that all 
naming water would be restored 
Monday, though it may not be 
drinkable for a month. 


Bardot appeals 
to China over 
black bears 

.PARIS (R) — French actress and 
"animal rights campaigner Brigitte 
Bardot has appealed to Chinese 
leaders to put an end to what she 
called the torture of Asiatic blade 
bears raised in cages for tbej* 
bile. In an open letter to Prewv 
dent Jiang Zemin, released by 
her foundation, Ms. Bardot said 
more than 30 farms in China we re 
rearing the bears, and interna- 
tionally recognised endangered 
species, in atrocious conditions- 
She said the animals were kept in 
miniscule cages, unable to move, 
with a catheter tub inserted in 
their gall bladder to capture the 
bile, used in traditional Chinese 
medicine. “No medicinal proper- 
ty justify such cruelty,” Ms. 
Bardot said in the letter, ^adding 
that some have their upper lambs 
amputated to enable Asian; res- 
taurants to prepare traditional 
bear’s paw soup. “Tbe lucrative 
industry in oriental remedies? is a 
shame of our times, it respects , 
nothing and decimates' 
dangered animals in a revolting 
manner,” she said. Ms. Bardot 
appealed to Mr. Jiang to order 
the closure of afl bear farms in 
China. She said her foundatibo 
had been inundated with calls 
from the public after a television 
documentary showed the agony 
of the bears. 

Sean Connery 
denies rumours - 
of poor health 

LOS ANGELES (R) — British £ 
actor Sean Connery denied 
rumours that be is suffering from 
poor health. In a statement issued 
by his publicist, Connery said n5r 
is “absolutely fine, playing golf 
and bicycling to and from a treat- 
ment he is having for a pre- 
existing throat condition.” His 
publicist . Nancy Seltzer, de- 
clined to elaborate on the nature 
of the throat condition. “It’s per- 
sonal. We don’t have to make any 
statements,” Ms. Seltzer told 
Reuters. Asked if the condition 
were serious, Ms. Seltzer said, 
“obviously not. if he’s bicycling 
to and from the treatment.” Con- 
nery. who will be 63 next month, 
is receiving treatment in Europe, 

Ms. Seltzer would not disclose 
the location. Connery’s with- 
drawal from a film project earlier 
this month bad contributed to 
Tumours that his health was "poor. 

Blit Ms. Seltzer saftTHe pulled out 
of the film Smoke And Mirrors 
after the producers asked him to 
sign an unconditional commit- 
ment on July 9, before the film 
script was complete. Connery’s 
latest film, Rising Sun, opens in 
U.S. theatres on July 30. 




$111 million man 
returns home, 
keeps quiet 


FOND DU LAC, Wisconsin 
( AP) — Les Robins is back home 
in his one-bedroom apartment, 
Sill million richer but still un- 
willing to say when he’ll claim — 
or how he’ll spend — the lottery 
jackpot he won last week. The 
30-year-old English teacher, who 
answered the door at his main 
street apartment Friday, said his 
attorneys have ordered him to 
keep quiet about the money for 
now. "We would like to say more 
but until the lawyers give the OK, 
we can't," said his fiancee, Col- 
leen De Vries. But Robins 
issue with some media accomSs' 
that he and De Vries, 24, went 
into hiding after learning that he 
held the winning ticket in the July 
n Power ball Lottery drawing. 
l We have not been hiding,” he 
said. “We have been here since 
Monday.’ After the drawing, 
Robins and De Vries flew to 
Tampa, Florida, where Robins’ 
parents live. Later, they visited 
an undisclosed location on Flor- 
ida sd gulf coast to escape the 
hordes of reporters, well-wishers 
and opportunists who bad begun 
following them around. Back at 
home, Robins said it hadn’t been 
decided when he would turn in 
his winning ticket, the first step 
toward claiming about S3.5 mil- 
iion a year (after taxes) for tbe 
next 20 years. He has 180 days to 
daim the prize, the largest jack- Jk 
pot won by an individual in U S I? 
history. ’ 

Argentine swoop 
onGuns’N’ Roses 
draws blank 

BUENOS AIRES (R) _ 
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Graf almost certain for Federation Cup 


HAU-E, Germany (R) — Wimbledon champion Steffi Graf, who 
has been struggling with a foot injury, is almost certain to play for 
defending champions Germany in the Federation Cop women's 
team event starting Monday. Graf came through her first training 
session for two weeks Friday and suffered no pain, a German 
Trains Federation official said Saturday. She needed pain-lcfllere 
before her Wimbledon final against Jana Novotna two weeks ago 
and took a break from tennis immediately afterwards. 

Sabatlni withdraws from Pathmark classic 

MAHWAH, N.J. (AP) — Shoulder tendinitis has forced Gab* 
ricla Sabatini to withdraw from the $150,000 Pathmark Tennis 
Classic. Sabatini, the exhibition's top seed, is in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, receiving treatment for the injury, tournament direc- 
tor John Korff said. He said Sabatini 's doctors had advised her 
not to play for at least three weeks. The Pafomaik Classic is 
scheduled to begin Monday and will ran through July 25. 
“Obviously, we're disappointed Gabriels won't be here, but I 
understand her situation/' Mr. Korff said. "At first when I beard 
tiie news I was t hi n kin g, ‘Oh no, what am I going to do?’ 1 know 
by this point who is and isn’t available." Evonne Goolagpng 
palled out of the tournament in 1983 due to a back injury and 
Steffi Graf didn’t show in 1987 after a serious gum infection. Mr. 
Korff said he “made every effort to obtain the services” of 
another ranked player to fill Sabatini 's spot, but was unable. 

Keane chooses Manchester United 

MANCHESTER, England (AFP) — Nottingham Forest midfiel- 
der Roy Keane joined Manchester United at last for £3.75 million 
Saturday at the end of a long tug-of-war for his signature. The 
21-year-old Republic of Ireland player was earlier said to have 
agreed a four-year contract with Blackburn boss Kenny Balglish, 
but. United upped their bid to clinch the deal. Nottingham Forest 
were releagated from Division One at the end of last season. 
Former midfield teammate Nigel Gough had earlier shown 
Keane the way by signing for Liverpool. Keane sets off with 
United for a four-club tournament in South Africa which starts 
Tuesday. He may play in friendlies against Benfica on July 31 and 
Celtic on Aug. 3 — and could feature in United’s Charity Shield 
game against Arsenal at Wembley on Aug. 7. Keane, who signed 
before the Aug. 15 European transfer deadline and will be eligible 
for United's European Cup campaign, said: “When Manchester 
United were interested so was L I have always been a supporter of 
that dub since 1 was a youngster. “I was prepared to listen to 
other offers after Blackburn came in but United was my obvious 
choice.” Keane was signed by Forest boss Brian Gough, who 
retired at the end of last season, for £25,000 from Cobh Ramblers. 

Aston Villa to play in natural turf dome 

TOKYO (AP) — Captain Kevin Richardson said Saturday his 
Aston Villa Football Cub was not accustomed to playing in 
indoor domes but will tiy its best when meeting Japan's Kawasaki 
Verdy in Coaca Cola Cup '93. The match will be played Monday 
at the Tokyo Dome, where natural turf will be placed over the 
artificial surface for the first time in Japan. The Aston Villa 
finished second this season in the Premier League while Kawasaki 
Verdy was the runner-up team after the first stage of the inaugural 
Japanese Professional Soccer League known as J. League. The 
total of 720 pieces of natural turf, grown from a base of crashed 
pine trees, will be laid down for 8400 square metres dome, 
according to dome officials. About 250 workers will place natural 
turf which measures 1.2 x 10-metre in about eight hours, they said. 
Natural turf costs 45 million yen ($417,000) plus 12 million yen 
($111,000) for the transportation fee and other expenses. It was 


about the half of the cost compares with the similar natural turf 
used at the Detroit indoor stadium, the officials said. The Tokyo 
Dome decided to use the new pitch after the tests by Verdy 
players. 

Ossie makes winning start 

DUBLIN (AFP) — Ossie Archies made a winning debut to his 
managerial career at Tottenham when an almost foil first team 
beat Shelbourne 4-2 at Tolka Park Friday. Ardiles was pleased 
with his squad which was not fully extended by the Irish side. The 
Argentinian said: “Of course I'm happy with the win but it was 
my first chance to see them in action and I feel we will need to 
improve before the start of the season. We have more or less 
agreed terms with Blackburn for Neil Ruddock and the £2.5 
million transfer fee will come in handy when we go into market. 
“But 1 believe that I have the nucleus of a good ride and just some 
'alteration here and there should see us putting together a good 
squad.” A disastrous own goal by Brian Flood gave Tottenham a 
frying start with Andy Turner and Nicky Barmby making it three 
by half time. Shelbourne hit back with goals by Nottingham 
Forest's transfer-listed Tommy Gaynor and Stephen Cooney but 
Barmby completed the scoring for Spurs. 

Duisburg hold Australia to 1-1 draw 

DUISBURG, Germany (AFP) — The Australian national team 
drew 1-1 with German first division ride MSV Duisbourg in a 
friendly match at Bersenbruck Friday. Recent recruit Kozle pot 
Duisburg one up after 17 minutes as the newly promoted 
Germans ride dominated the first half. The Australians, currently 
on a European tour, were able to develop their game in the 
second half as the Germans relaxed, Arnold levelling the score on 
64 minutes. Only a fine performance from Roll map n in the 
Duisburg goal prevented the tourists from taking the lead. 

Ivlc returns to Portugal’s Porto 

LISBON (R) — Croat coach Tomislav Ivic, who coached Porto to 
a domestic league and cup “double" in 1988, has re-joined the 
club. He takes over from Brazilian Carlos Alberto Silva who has 
returned to South America. Silva led Porto to their 13tb domestic 
title last season. Ivic was sacked as Benfica's coach last October 
after the Lisbon side made a poor start to the season. He will not 
have to wait long for a chance to gain revenge over the dub tbat 
sacked him. Porto face Benfica in the opening match of the new 
season on Aug. 22. Ivic spent the 1987-88 season coaching Porto, 
joining them shortly after they won the European Cup with an- 
inspired 2-1 victory over Bayern Munich of Germany in May 
1987. Under Ivic they won both the European Super Cup and the 
World Gub Cup. By the end of the season Porto had clinched the 
double for the second time in their history, losing only once in 38 
league matches, and winning all 19 of their home games. They 
finished a huge 15 points clear of runners-up Benfica. Despite his 
immediate success at Porto Ivic left at the end of that season to 
coach Paris St. Germain in France. 

Rabanales holds public sparring session 

OSAKA, Japan (AP) — Victor Rabanales of Mexico said 
Saturday he will fight aggressively from the opening round when 
he meets Japan's Joichiro Tatsuyoshi in the World Boxing 
Council bantamweight provisional title match. Rabanales un- 
leashed light rights and lefts in a short range as he held a six-round 
sparring session at Teiken Gym. “I will fight aggressively from the 
first round to beat Tatsuyoshi,” Rabanales said. The winner of 
the provisional title match will meet champion Byun Jung-D of 
South Korea later as Byun broke his hand bone and was unable to 
fight for the time begin. 


Scot Obree breaks world cycling record 
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HAMAR, Norway (AFP) — 
Mystery man Graeme Obree 
broke the one hour cycling world 
record at the second attempt here 
Saturday, pipping big rival Chris 
Boardman to the mark. 

The Scotsman, almost un- 
^ “known within the sport, covered 
•w 51.596 kms at the Vikmgskipet 
Velodrome on a revolutionary 
bike he built himself, beating 
Italy’s Francesco Moser 1984 re- 
cord of 51.151.kms by 445 
metres. 

It was bis second attempt after 
foiling Friday. 

Barcelona Olympics pursuit 
gold medalist Boardman is due to 


try and break the record himself 
next week Friday, July 23, in 
Bordeaux, France, a fact which 
may have inspired Obree to try 
again. 

“This time I just bad to do it,” 
said the ecstatic 27-year-old from 
Ayr, who built his bike out of, 
among other things, a piece of an 
old washing machine and who 
developed a unique riding style, 
with his chest resting on the 
handlebars and his bade parallel 
to the ground. 

How long the record stands 
may depend on Englishman 
Boardman, who said he was 
“really pleased” the Scotsman 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HfflSCH 
e . . r noun# mm stmem. me. 


TtfcE FRENCH HAVE A WORD FOR IT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* J4 

? 7 3 S 

0 K J 8 

♦ K6I532 

WEST EAST 

*K98 *10 763 

CJ10 9 ?Q854 

0 Q 5 v 8 7 6 4 2 

* J 10 9 7 4 * Void 

SOUTH 

# A Q 0 2 . 

9 A K. 6 

O A 10 3 

* AQ8 

Hw bidding: _ 

Sooth West North East 

2 NT Pass 4 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

The Official Encyclopedia of 
Bridge defines a finesse as an at- 
tempt to promote a lower-ranking 
card by taking advantage of the po- 
sition of a highe r card. We 1 are all 
familiar with the standard finesse, 
such as the two-way one here in the 
diamond suit. But did you know 
that there are two finesses available 
in the spade suit? 

North-South were using the old- 
feshiooed range of 22 to 24 points 
for their two-no-trump opening 


bids. North decided that, despite a 
holding of only eight high-card 
points, the fifth chib merited an in- 
vitational jump raise. South, on the 
borderline of acceptance because of 
the flat shape, took the conservative 
course and passed. 

West led the jack of chibs, and 
declarer’s hope for extra tricks in 
that suit w at dashed at the outset 
when East discarded a diamond. 
There wen nine fast tricks available 
(spades could be developed for two 
tricks regardless of the location of 
the king). Hie I Oth would have to 
come either from a diamond finesse 
or the spade suit. 

Leading the jack of spadeajrom 
dimrmy cannot produce a third 
trick. If East had the king, simply 
covering the knave would limit de- 
clarer to two tricks- The other fi- 
nesse in spades, leading up to the 
jack, would yield three tricks if West 
held the king guarded no more than 
twice. Declarer won the opening 
l mA in hand and led a spade to the 
jack. When that held, declarer 
ducked a spade, and had 10 tricks 
when the long later dropped under 
the ace. 

The French call the lead toward 
the ace-queen an impasse. Playing 
toward the jack is known as an ex- 
passe. Most expressive! 


had succeeded, adding: “Fm hap- 
py for him now as I was dis- 
appointed for him on Friday — it 
only increases my desire to suc- 
ceed.” 

Obree, who used to ran a bike 
shop before it was forced to dose, 
opted to ride Saturday's race with 
his training bike, with which be 
reportedly beat Moser’s record in 
training a week ago. 

Obree maintained. Moser’s 
pace for the first five kilometres, 
but after ten kilometres be was 
eight seconds ahead of the world 
record. By 20km he was 10 
seconds ahead, and after 40 
kflometres be had gained almost 
20 seconds on Moser. By the last 
laps, he was a half minute ahead 
of the record. 

Obree bad little sporting re- 
cord before the attempt, with 
only two years experience as a 
bike track racer. 

Former record holder Moser 
said in Trento, northern Italy: 
“This Obree is a real athlete 


because not everybody would be 
capable of making two attempts 
within 24 hours. My compli- 
ments! 

“I don't know the Scotsman, I 
only beard of him when it was 
revealed he wanted to beat my 
record. 

‘Tve seen a photo of him and it 
would be interesting to see the 
recording to examine the way he 
pedals and especially his singular 
style, with the knees almost 
under his stomach — it’s a bit like 
the ‘egg position’ of downhill 
skiers.” 

Moser said he was a little sur- 
prised at losing the record, 
adding: “Until now, it seemed as 
if nobody was really convinced 
they could beat my record and 
nobody really tried. 

“Congratulations to the Scots- 
man, who prepared himself for a 
long time and was obviously se- 
rious. Records are made to be 
broken.” 


EXPERT to lecture on 
‘Ain Ghazal Excavations 
Lecture: Dr. Gary Rollefson will lecture on 
the “New Excavations at ‘Ain Ghazal" at the 
American Center of Oriental Research 
(AC OR), Monday, July 19th, at 7:00 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Secretary/Office management for an expatriate consultant 
Essential qualifications: 

1. Degree or diploma from well-known college. 

2. Very good knowledge of English language is essential. 

3. Pleasant personality and good communication skills. 

4. Ability to use office machines and computer operations. 

☆ Service contract is for one year 

☆ Excellent working environment 

☆ Salary compensation will depend on qualification and 
experience. 

Interested candidates may send C.V.S to: 
P.O.BOX 926325, Amman-Jordan 
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Christie, Gunnell rewrite record books 

' ' BIRMINGHAM, England “Mentally, I'm too strong for times after Bedford rod 



Linfo rd Christie 


BIRMINGHAM, England 
(AFP) — The record books took a 
hammering from Britain’s Olym- 
pic champions Linford Chnstie 
and Sally Giuroell at the World 
Championship trials here Friday 
night. 

The duo underlined their Stutt- 
gart credentials by powering to 
impressive triumphs. 

Christie majestically retained 
his season’s unbeaten 100m re- 
cord by becoming the first man 
since McDonald Bailey 40 years 
ago to win three successive titles 
at the distance — and, in the 
process, he took his overall re- 
cord of national crowns both in- 
doors and out to a remarkable 24. 

Hurdles queen Gunnell, 
switching to the spring hurdles for 
a night, proved herself the com- 
plete master over the barriers by 
breaking Shirley Strong's record 
of six W AAA titles in the event. 

Despite accusing his race star- 
ter of being of “Grand National" 
quality, Christie still found no 
problems eclipsing his domestic 
rivals in 10.X3secs. 

“It’s a shame nobody is 
pushing me but they don't seem 
hungry enough,” insisted confi- 
dent Giristie. 


“Mentally, I'm too strong for 
them. They take one look at me 
on the start line and they're in- 
timidated.” 

Christie, who had won his 
heats in 10.56secs and 10.22, en- 
joyed a flying start in his final. He 
surged away and kept Australian 
runner-up Dean Capobianco 
(I0.25secs) at bay land his sixth 
AAA 100m title. 

Gunnell, so for untouchable 
over the hurdles tins season, ran 
the fastest time by a British run- 
ner this year — 13.08secs. It 
proved too strong for Shaftes- 
bury's Jackie Agyepong, a sprint 
hurdles specialist who was good 
enough to win European Cup 
silver last month. 

“This has almost become a bit 
of a ritual for me,” said Gunnell, 
after beating Agyepong by 0.07 
secs and winning her seventh 
100m hurdles title, “and it’s 
shown I'm in better form than 
this time last year.” 

Colin Jackson glided to his 
sixth 110m hurdles title but only 
enjoyed the last laugh after a 
comedy off errors involving the 
meeting’s accident-prone starter 
Doug Bedford. 

The runners were recalled four 


times after Bedford judged they 
had jumped the gun — but, fifth 
time away, Jackson ignored the 
farce to jet clear and leave his 
great rival Tony Jarrett trailing. 
13.15secs to 13.37secs. 

Jackson would attach no blame 
to Bedford, who had appeared to 
hold the runners at the start for 
too long during all the evening’s 
sprint races. But Christie, who 
had also been involved in false 
starts earlier, was scathing. 

“It does get annoying and 
sometimes you want to scream,'* 
said Christie. “What happened in 
the hurdles final was Grand 
National standard.” 

Steve Cram, aiming to resur- 
rect his 1,500 metres career in 
Stuttgart when everyone thought 
it was dead, emphatically claimed 
his place in Saturday's final with a 
no-nonsense heat win. 

With Stuttgart places automati- 
cally up for grabs for all trial 
winners who have achieved the 
qualifying standard, the happiest 
man in the stadium was Shef- 
field's Jon Brown. He won a 
spruit finish from European Sil- 
ver medalist Gary Staines to book 
his place in the 5,000m. 


Ludwig wins mass sprint in Tour de France 

MONTPELLIER, France (AFP) 

— German sprinter Olaf Ludwig 
won a mass, sprint finish in the 
13th stage of the Tour de France 
Saturday, just beating Uzbek riv- 
al Djamoudine Abdoujaparov. 

Tony Rominger failed in an 
attempt to dent Miguel Indurain’s 
Tour de' France lead Saturday. 

Ludwig won a mass sprint fin- 
ish to the 182.5km race from 
Marseille to Montpellier. But In- 
durain, dosing on a third straight 
Tour victory, was safey tucked 
into the leading pack and keeps 
his yellow leader’s jersey. 

Rominger, the double Tour of 
Spain winner from Switzerland, 
made an attempt with his Gas 
teammates to break away 12km 


from the finish. 

The terrain was no threat but 
the baking sunshine could have 
slowed some of the tiring riders 
left in contention. But the Span- 
ish leader kept a dose eye on 
events so Rominger, winner of 
two mountain stages, was 
thwarted. 

Rominger has been accused, by 
the likes of five-time Tour winner 
Bernard Hinault, of giving up in 
the battle with Indurain. But the 
Swiss rider denied this and said 
Saturday's attack was the proof. 

“We are still trying to win the 
tour,” said Rominger. “We have 
been criticised for not trying hard 
enough but it is just not true. We 


are doing our best.” 

Ludwig, who won the Seoul 
Games cycling title for East Ger- 
many in 1988, kept up his im- 
pressive record since turning pro- 
fessional after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 

Saturday's win was his third 
stage victory. Ludwig won the 
points title in his first Tour in 
1990. His other stage wins were in 
1990 and last year. 

Ludwig's Telekom team put on 
a strong performance making 
sure no breakaway got more than 
30sec ahead throughout the race 
across the Midi plants of southern 
France. 

In the final sprint, Abdou- 


japarov of Uzbekistan was 
second and Belgian Johan 
Museeun was third. All the lead- 
ing pack timed four horns 13 
minutes 10 sec. 

Neil Stephens of Australia was 
among two riders to drop out 
during the 13th stage. Stephens 
had started the day struggling 
among the Tour Tailenders. Ita- 
ly's Valerio Tebaldi fell and suf- 
fered a suspected fractured 
collar-bone. 

Sunday’s 14th stage takes the 
remaining 145 riders over 224km 
from Montpellier to Perpignan, 
which includes a short but tough 
climb up Mont Saint-Clair at 
Sete, 32km into the race. 


Kankkunen extends lead 
in Argentine Motor Rally 


BUENOS AIRES . (R) -- 
Toyota's Juha Kankkunen took 
the tortuous second leg of the 
Argentine Motor Rally, widening 
his lead over his main challenger, 
Ford’s Miki Biasion. 

The Finnish former world 
champion, who won the first leg 
Thursday, built up a one minute, 
13 second advantage o\jer the 
Italian' racer, -who has woh here 
three times. _ ... 

Toyota and Ford are tied at 77- 
points at the top of the season’s 
World Championship after six 
international events. 

Kankkunen is currently third in 
the drivers’ competition with 43 
points, eight behind Biasion and 
12 behind leader Francois De- 
lecour of France, a Ford team 
racer who missed this rally. 

In the 301-mile (485 km) 
second leg Kankkunen swept 
seven of the 10 timed stages. 
Biasion won the other three 
primes but could not pare down 
the Finn’s lead. 

After two legs Kankkunen, 
who has never won here, tallied a 
total time of two hours, seven 
minutes and 43 seconds. 

Driving prudently over the pot 
hole-filled mountain roads of the 


central province of Cordoba, 
Uruguayan Gustavo Trelles kept 
the third place but his Lauda 
finished seven minutes and 40 
seconds behind the leader. 

Toyota’s Didier Auriol, who 
won here on a Lancia last year, 
came in fourth but is more than 
14 minutes behind his team-mate. 
The Fr en c h m an had to foe his 
gearbox Thursday after 'losing 
most gears in the first leg. 

Argentine President Carlos 
Menem’s son, Carlos, Jr., re- 
mained in fifth place with his 
Ford Escort. The best-placed loc- 
al racer is now 19 minutes behind 
Kankkunen. 

As his strongest challengers 
dropped out of the race, GronpN 
leader Mohammad Ibn Sul aye m 
of the United Arab Emirates had 
a smoother day on bis Ford. 

He is 24 minutes, 27 seconds be- 
hind Toyota's frontrunner and 
nearly 20 minutes ahead of his 
closest Group N challenger, 
Antonio Couunho of Portugal. 

Kankkunen told reporters he 
could not say he had the 1,836 
kilometre rally in the bag, point- 
ing oat that Biasion was hot on 
bis trail and driving a very fast 
car. 


FURNISHED FLAT 
TO LET 

Near the 5th Circle Abdoun area. Two bedrooms, 
dining room, two bathrooms, big lounge and big 
glassed-in veranda, central heating, with a tele- 
phone, on the 1st floor, with garage. 

Long lease is preferable. 

Tel.: 823023, 828448 


AL DALAL ORIENTAL WEAR 
and perfumes for women and men 
in Amman Forte Grand Hotel. 
The best and cheapest in Jordan 


Abdul Rahman Fayez Abu Khalaf 
Trading Company 

announces its major sale on its various types of German made women wear. 
* Women’s frocks JD 15 ti Women’s skirts JD 7 
ti Women's shirt JD 6ti 

Whole md retell sale. 

Discount ranging from 10% - 25% on the rest of the items 
Rio Gtasdby 

Amman - Mad! Centre, King Faisal Street 
Tet: 626274 


Cole defeats McCrory 


to retain IBF title 

MOSCOW (AP) — American 
Alfred “Ice” Cole defeated for- 
mer champion Glenn McCrory of 
Britain early Saturday to keep his 
Internationa] Boxing Federation 
(IBF) cruiserweigfat title in a 12- 
round unanimous decision. 

Cole, wearing golden trunks, 
dominated the fight, frequently 
slamming McCrory against the 
ropes, bricking him into the; cor- 
ners and knocking him down 
twice in the sixth roiiritf. 

McCroiy looked unsteady but 
was saved by the bell at the end of 
the round. 

"I was surprised in the seventh 
round, that after two knock- 
downs in the sixth, he recovered 
so fast and started to go for- 
ward,” Cole said later. 

“At the beginning, I had a 
good punch and I was surprised 
how he could continue after 
this,” be said. “Later on, I hurt 
my rigjht hand and maybe it ex- 
plains why I couldn’t throw the 
knockout punch.” 

McCroiy tried to hurt Cole 
with a big punch, but was able to 
connect only once with a jab to 
his left eye. The champion relied 
on combinations which impressed 
foe crowd of about 2,500 people. 


The bout — Cole's second de- 
fence of the title he won from 
James Warring last July — was 
the first World Championship 
fight to be held in Russia. The 
early morning fight was shown on 
Russian Television ' and was 
broadcast abroad. 

“McCrory really wanted to win 
this belt, and he came in foe ring 
with some inspiration,” Cole 
said. “Glenn showed his will dur- 
ing the whole fight.” 

Cole, a 28-year-old native of 
Newark, NJ., has lost only once 
in his 23 fights and has scored 11 
knockouts. 

McCrory, 28, from Newcastle, 
England, has now won 30 fights 
and lost eight, with one draw. He 
held the title for nine months in 
1989-90 before losing in a second- 
round knockout on Sept. 30, 
1991, to Lennox Lewis, currently 
foe WBC heavyweight champion. 

On Sunday, Cole plans to go to 
Germany to see ms 8-year-old 
son, Alfred Jr., who is staying 
with his mother while she serves 
in foe U.S. Army. 

Cole said he doesn't want to 
see his son follow his footsteps 
into the boxing ring. 


Super Deluxe Fully 
Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 salons and dining room, 
telephone available. 

Location: Urn Uthaina 

Tel. 829826 


i Great careers! 

I Leam important career skills at home. Choose computer training— or 
■ any one ol our other professional-level courses. America's finest home 
I study diploma programs. For more Information, check one only. 

I 

I Free career literature: send today! I 

I Nama_ Age | 


□Computer Training 
□Hote [/Restaurant 
Management 
□Interior Decorating 
□ Bookkeeping/ 
Accounting 
□Property 
Management 
□Travel Agent 
□Real Estate 
Appraisal 



□ Video/VCR Repair 
□Computer Repair 

□Paralegal/Legal 

Assistant 

□Home inspection 
□Veterinary Assis- 
tant/Animal Care 
□Medical and Dental 
Office Assistant 


I 

I 


Address. 
CBy 


. Country. 


Professional Career Development Institute 

6065 Roswell Road, Dept XHA40, Atlanta. GA 30328 U.S A 
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I Cinema * Tel.; 677420 

COHCORD 


A 

Y 


A 

T 


IMPULSE 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30, 10:30 

DELINQUENT 

Shows: 12:30, u:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


STALLONE — IN 
Dolpy Stereo 

CLIFFHANGER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5. 6:45. 8:30. IftJD 


Cinema Td.:.€#144| 

PHILADELPHIA 


A1 Pacino — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN| 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:15, 9 p.m. 


Tel.: $75571 

HiM A1 Mashjnl Tb—tra 

‘‘For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre* 
— the Ga 2 a Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Assess! nation off Hantheiafc 
by artist 8aaad Uttar 

Am oa fM* mi M, Jm 4 aad I * Ul *■. 
Has book mb h advanca 


Nabil & Hisham's TO.: 625155 

AHLAJf THEATRE 


i 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 

The theatre will be dosed in preparation 
for “Ahlan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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5 hanged in Egypt 


Combined agency despatches 


CAIRO — Five Muslim extrem- 
ists convicted of attempting to 
assassinate Egypt's information 


minister and attacking foreign 
tourists were banged Saturday, 


the government's Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) reported. 

This brings to 14 the number of 
extremists executed after being 
convicted by military courts since 
last October. Eight facing death 
sentences, including one who 
escaped after being convicted 
with the five on May 27, remain 
at large. 

. The series of executions re- 
flects the determination of Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s govern- 
ment to clamp down on religious 
extremists. It has rejected de- 
mands from intellectuals and 
moderate clerics for dialogue 
with radical groups seeking to 
replace Egypt’s secular govern- 
ment with an Islamic one. 

Mr. Mubarak started referring 
extremists to military courts last 


year to ^peed up the judicial 


process. The 22 death sentences 
and several long prison terms 
resulted. 

Hnman rights activists have 
condemned the lack of appeal 
afforded by the courts and accuse 
the government of using exces- 
sive violence and torture in the 
confrontation. 

Counting those executed, close 
to 200 people have died in 18 
months of accelerated violence by 
members of AJ-Gamaa A1 Isla- 
miyah, whose spiritual leader is 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, a 
blind deric jailed in the United 
States on charges of violating 
immigration laws. Followers of 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman are ac- 
cused in the Feb. 26 bombing of 
New York’s World Trade Centre 
and a plot to bomb other key 
installations in that city. 

The prosecutor's office said the 
five men were banged one after 
the other in a Cairo prison begin- 
ning at 6 a.m. (0300 GMT) and 
ending at 8:30 a.m. 

Three were found guilty by a 
military court in May of attemp- 
ting to assassinate Information 
Minister Safwat Sherif on April 
20 by ambushing his car as he was 
leaving home. 

Gunmen riddled Mr. Sherifs 
armoured limousine with auto- 


matic fire, seriously wounding his 
bodyguard. But the minister 
ducked behind a seat and escaped 
with only a cut hand. 

Two of the three were also 
found guilty of planting a bomb in 
central Canro on March 27 which 
killed a police explosives expert 
when he took It to his office to 
defuse. 

The two other men hanged 
were found guilty of bombing 
tourist targets one placed a time 
bomb under empty tour buses 
outside Cairo's Egyptian museum 
on March 16 and the other threw 
bomb at a bus. 

A sixth man said by the pro- 
secution to be hiding in Afghanis- 
tan was condemned to death in 
his absence as one of the leaders 
of the group. Mustafa Hamza had 
already been sentenced to death 
by a military court in Alexandria 
in December for directing mili- 
tant activities. 

A close aide of Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman's was arrested Late Fri- 
day in the New York area and 
charged with conspiracy to assas- 
sinate President Mubarak. The 
president’s spokesman in Cairo 
said he had no comment on the 
affair. 

Mr. Mubarak, due to be 
nominated unopposed by parlia- 
ment on Wednesday for a third 
six-year term in office, has fought 
the militants with a combination 
of violent police raids, trials in 
military courts and executions. 

One militant was banged on 
June 13, the first person executed 
for a political crime in Egypt 
since the five assassins of Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat in 1982, and a 
second on June 23. Seven men 
convicted of gun and bomb 
attacks on tourist buses and a 
Nile cruiser were hanged on July 
8 . 

Senior police officials, wary 
after over-confident predictions 
last year, say it is too soon to say 
whether the militants have been 
broken. But they appear at least 
to have been driven deep under- 
ground. 

Four nail bombs in Cairo killed 
16 people and wounded 62 in 
May and June but there has been 
only one, extremely minor, ex- 
plosion in the capital since the 
last nail bomb on June 18. 

Mr. Mubarak has answered cri- 
ticism of his tactics with allega- 


tions that human ' rights groups 
are interfering in Egypt’s internal 
affairs. In a recent meeting, he 
told army officers his first priority 
is “tire security of the Egyptian 
citizen” and criticised human 
rights groups for defending “ter- 
rorist" accused of kflfing innocent 
people. 

On Saturday, a government 
newspaper expressed similar 
views. Extremist violence can “be 
broken only by use of an equal 
force of violence," the English- 
language Egyptian Gazette said 
in an editorial. It praised “the 
brave showdown by the police." 


“When the criminals who do 
not care about the future of their 
people, seeking only to devastate 
their achievements, are dealt with 
in the same language of violence, 
their rights are not thereby 
violated,” the newspaper said. 

But opposition parties in Egypt 
believe excessive government 
violence leads to more violence 
by the Islamic grops. That radic- 
als believe they are fighting for 
God and will go to paradise as 
martyrs makes them indifferent 
of government threats, experts on 
radical groups contend. 

One of those hanged Saturday, 
Ashraf AI Saeed, was the trigger- 
man in the June 1992 assassina- 
tion of writer Farag Foda, a 
frequent critic of extremism. 

Also on Saturday, unidentified 
armed men alleged to be mem- 
bers of Al Gam aa. shot down a 
school teacher in a village near 
the southern Egyptian province 
of Assiut. The victim, Eissa 
Mohammad, had helped in the 
arrest of an Al Gamaa member. 

A Christian was shot dead on 
Friday, allegedly by the Al 
Gamaa, in front of his father’s 
shop in Dairut, a town near 
Assiut. 


And in Cairo, the trial resumed 
Saturday for 32 defendants, sus- 
pected members of the Al Shaw- 
kioun extremist group, on 
charges they robbed gold shops 
and attacked policemen. 

In New York, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
arrested Abdul Al Rahman Hag- 
gag. of New Jersey, late Friday 
afternoon, said Kate Cosenza. a 
spokeswoman for Mary Jo White, 
U.S. attorney for the southern, 
district of New York. 


New York blast suspect 
refutes inmate’s account 


Combined agency despatches 


NEW YORK — Mahmud Abu 
Halima, a suspect in the bombing 
of the World Trade Centre, said 
Friday that press reports placing 
him in the vicinity of the centre at 
the time of the blast were ridicu- 
lous. 

“It’s simply not true and it’s 
absolutely ridiculous," Mr. Abu 
Halima said in a message relayed 
by his wife from his jail cell. 

“I was in New Jersey at the 
time of the blast praying at the 
mosque and I have plenty of 
witnesses who can testify that I 
was there," he said. 

Theodore Williams, an inmate 
who befriended Mr. Abu Halima 
while they were both at the same 
Manhattan federal prison from 
April 28 to June 6, told New 
York Newsday in a report pub- 
lished Friday that Mr. Abu Hali- 
ma disclosed he and Mohammad 
Salameh, another suspect, waited 
to hear or see the explosion at a 
nearby record shop. 

Mr. Williams said Mr. Abu 
Halima also told him their next 
target was the Statue of Liberty. 

“I deny everything that was 
published," Mr. Abu Halima told 
bis German-born wife, Marianne, 
when she visited him Friday at 
the Metropolitan Correctional 
Centre in Lower Manhattan. 

Mrs. Abu Halima also told 
Reuters that her husband was 
borne w>Ji her and the children 
during the early morning hours of 
Feb. 26 when the government 
charges a witness saw him paying 
for petrol for the van reportedly 
used to carry the bomb to the 
trade centre. 

“He was not getting gas be- 
cause we were having our dinner 
at that time,” she said. 

' Six men have been indicted in a 
connection with the trade centre 
blast that killed six people and 
injured more than 1,000. 

Mr. Williams, convicted of he- 
roin trafficking, manslaughter 
and burglary and currently in 
prison for violating his federal 
parole, told Newsday that Mr. 
Abu Halima at one point wanted 
to make a deal with prosecutors. 

He said he tried to act as a 
middleman to arrange the deal, 
but prosecutors refused to pay 
him in exchange for bis services. 

Robert Precht, a lawyer repre- 
senting Mr. Salameh, also dismis- 
sed Mr. Williams’ allegation as 
“ludicrous." 

“I consider Williams to be 
totally unreliable. He is obviously 
trying to cuny favour from the 
government in making these 
allegations,” Mr- Precht told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Williams said that Mr. 
Abu Halima told him the suspects 
were part of a nationwide orga- 
nisation funded from overseas. 
“It’s not just us. It’s 300 men 


across the country who would do 
anything to hurt die U.S. govern- 
ment,” Mr. Williams quoted Mr. 
Abu Halima as saying. 


Doubts on informant 


The testimony of the informant 
in the case of 10 men charged 
with attempting to bomb key 
New York landmarks could be 
jeopardised by his testimony in a 
drunk-driving case, according to 
a published report. 

Emad Salem, the linchpin in 
the bombing conspiracy case, tes- 
tified previously in a drunken- 
driving case prosecuted by the 
Manhattan district attorney’s 
office, the New York Tunes re- 
ported Saturday. 

Mr. Salem testified during that 
trial that he had served as a 
personal bodyguard to Egyptian 
President Anwar Al Sadat and 
had been wounded when the 
head of state was assassinated in 
1981. 

But in Egypt, Tahseen Bashir, 
who was Sadat's press secretary, 
told the Times that he knew all 
Sadat's bodyguards and Mr. 
Salem was not among them. He 
also said Mr. Salem was not 
present during the assassination. 

The testimony came after Mr. 
Salem was put on the stand Feb. 4 
to describe how John Janicko, a 
New Jersey man, struck his car 
and then him, driving several 
blocks with Mr. Salem on the 
hood of his car. 

A spokeswoman for the FBI 
said she would not comment on 
the accuracy of Mr. Salem's prior 
testimony. 

The jury in the drunken- 
driving case found Mr. Janicko 
guilty. 

Mr. Salem acted as an under- 
cover infomier on 10 Muslim 
fundamentalists now under arrest 
for a plan to bomb the United 
Nations, a federal building and 
two commuter tunnels. 

The 10 have pleaded innocent, 
while prosecutors said they have 
some ISO hours of video and 
audio tapes in which the defen- 
dants discuss the plot. 

The pleas were entered Thurs- 
day, a day after alt the defendants 
as welLas one of the men charged 
with the World Trade Centre 
bombing, Ibrahim Al Gabrowny, 
were indicted on charges of con- 
spiracy. On June 24, five of the 
defendants were arrested while 
allegedly mixing bomb ingre- 
dients in a garage. 

Mr. Gabrowny, also charged 
with the World Trade Centre 
bombing, is to be tried separate- 
ly- 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Andrew McCarthy asked U.S. 
District Judge Michael Mukasey 
to delay the case for three weeks 
to allow prosecutors to return 
another indictment. 


Chaos at 
Cario trial 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s latest 
military trial of suspectei Muslim 
fundamentalists accused of trying 
to topple the government is a 
mixture of chaos and confusion. 

Three weeks into the trial, de- 
fence lawyers have yet to meet 
their clients. 

True, many of the 32 accused 
say they do i not need lawyers as 
God wfl] protect them. 


Young, bearded and confined 
in a cage, they ask relatives what 
the people bade borne think. 

One father, overawed by the 
surroundings and tearfully aware 
that the hearing may lead to the 
hangman's noose, seeks to ensure 
that his son is properly repre- 
sented. 

But seasoned military men 
look on and shrug. 


“I cannot think about whether 
these people have the time to 
defend themselves, or their 
rights," said one colonel watching 
the proceedings. 

"There is terrorism. We have 
to defend ourselves.” 

The 32, who are being tried 
collectively at a Cairo barracks, 
have been charged with at least 
nine crimes — including murder, 
attempted murder and conspiracy 
to overthrow the government. 


The controversial military 
courts have sentenced 21 mili- 
tants to death in the last six 
months. Five militants were 
hanged one after the other in a 
Cairo prison on Saturday, bring- 
ing the total executed in the last 
month to 14. 

Presiding Judge General Ali 
Kamal Hamza often complained 
during Saturday's session that he 
could not hear lawyers and wit- 
nesses. Their voices were mostly 
unintelligible when they used a 
rickety, distorting loudspeaker sys- 
tem and inaudible when they 
stood away from it. 

Military officers suddenly re- 
membered half way into the hear- 
ing that prosecution witnesses 
should not hear one another give 
evidence, and ordered some of 
them removed. 


After 90 minutes in the humid 
barracks, a quarter of the 104 
people sitting on the courtroom 
benches were slumped forward, 
eyes closed and heads buried in 
folded arms, apparently asleep. 

Nasr Abdnl Badi’e. a prosecu- 
tion witness who was shot in 
April at a Cairo metro station, 
gave evidence against alleged 
militant ringleader Ramadan 
Mustafa Mohammad Hassan, ac- 
cused of kilting Abdel Badi’e's 
colleague in the same incident 

But it was unclear whether or 
not he said he could identify 
Ramadan as the attacker. 


The court adjourned in the 
middle of his evidence. 
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CALM IN KJSMAYU: A Belgian paratrooper serving with the U.N. 
peacekeeping forces walks to the waters edge to help Somali refugees 
returning from Kenya to the southern Somali port city of Kismayu. 


The Belgian troops are working dose to the Kenyan border in die 
sooth (AFP photo) 


W. Sahara foes meet 


for first direct talks 


LAAYOUN, Western Sahara 
(R) — Potisario guerrilla leaders 
and Moroccan representatives 
met for the first time Saturday in 
a bid to break a deadlock over a 
U.N. peace plan to end the 17- 
year conflict in Western Sahara. 

“Our very strong, numerous 
and high-level delegation is an 
expression of our total readiness 
to go ahead and make this event a 
day that will create a new era,” 
said Bachir Mustapha Sayed, 
head of the Potisario delegation. 

“We congratulate the United 
Nations for their success so far in 
organising this,” he told reporters 
as he left his hotel for the talks. 

The two sdes will discuss who 
can vote in a U.N. referendum to 
decide whether the disputed 
Western Sahara will be indepen- 
dent as demanded by the Polisar- 
io or attached to Morocco which 
controls most of the area, its 
towns and phosphate mines. 

A ceasefire began in the former 


His proposal, which has not 
been published, is expected to be 
tbe main topic at the Laayoun 
talks. 

Dr. Ghati has indicated that if 
the two rides fail to agree he will 
ask the Security Council to go 
ahead with the referendum any- 
way before the end of this year. 

Eleven officials from each side 
met Saturday in the compound of 
tbe U.N. Mission for a Referen- 
dum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) which has been 
monitoring the ceasefire. 


-Spanish colony in September 
1991 " """ ‘ ‘ 


but a U.N. peace plan has 
been stalled by the dispute over 
who can vote in tbe referendum. 

Tbe Potisario wants voting lists 
limited to about 74,000 people in 
line with a 1974 Spanish census. 
Rabat wants to add 100,000 peo- 
ple it says are refugees not in- 
cluded in the census. 

The Algerian-backed Potisario, 
which had been fighting for inde- 
pendence in Western Sahara 
since 1976, has threatened to start 
fighting again if a political solu- 
tion is not reached. 

During a tour in May U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghati 
submitted a compromise solu- 
tion to the voter problem to King 
Hassan and Mohammad Abdul 
Aziz, Potisario secretary-general. 


Mr. Sayed. number two in the 
guerrilla group in charge of rela- 
tions with MINURSO, led the 
Potisario team in toe first direct 
talks in toe territory with a 
Moroccan delegation, led by 
Ahmad Senoussi, Rabat's U.N 
ambassador. 

The Moroccan delegation in- 
cluded two Interior Ministry offi- 
cials and members of toe Con- 
sultative Council on Saharan 
Affairs appointed by King Has- 


san. 


Two Potisario leaders who de- 
fected to j, Brafaim 

Hakim am’ irami, were 

present in ut did not 

attend the talks. The Rabat gov- 
ernment has reported the defec- 
tion of more than ' 000 Potisario 
militants to More, .. since the 
ceasefire. 

Mr. Hakim, the Polisario's self- 
styled "foreign minister” for 10 
years, and Mr. Hadrami, its for- 
mer envoy in Washington, were 
on the Moroccan delegation to 
talks between tribal leaders from 
both sides in Geneva last Novem- 
ber. The Potisario objected to 
their presence and the talks were 
aborted. 


Lebanese woman identifies 


alleged Kuwaiti assailant 


KUWAIT (AP) — Naimat 
Far hat, a Lebanese woman who 


was shot in the head shortly after 
the 1991 liberation of Kuwait, 


pointed a trembling hand at toe 
Kuwaiti policeman accused of 
attacking her and told a court 
Saturday, “It is him." 

“It is him. I'm sure. He bas the 
same sharp look." the 33-year- 
old woman cried after picking out 
Jaber Al Ameeri from the nine 
men behind bars in the cour- 
troom jail. 

She fell weeping to the floor 
and was helped into a chair. Her 
right arm and leg were paralysed 
in the attack two years ago. 

Ms. Farhat, now living In Santa 
Cruz, California, with a brother, 
says she was raped and shot by 
the man who killed her father and 
another brother and left lier for 
dead at their Kuwait City home 
March 2, 1991, four days after a 
U.S.-led coalition drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

Mr. Ameeri, arrested in April, 
was charged with murder, 
attempted murder and rape. Ms. 
Farhat selected his photo out of 
several sent to the United States. 

The case has drawn interna- 
tional attention as a measure of 
how willing Kuwait is to prose- 
cute and punish its own people 
for revenge attacks following the 
Gulf war. 

Ms. Farhat has said her attack- 
er, armed with a rifle bearing a 
Kuwaiti flag sticker on toe stock, 
told her he had orders to execute 
the family for “collaborating with 
Iraqi occupiers." 

After her arrival in Kuwait 
Wednesday she said she did not 
believe her attacker acted alone. 
"I want those who were behind 
him and who gave him toe 
orders," she said. 

At first, when asked to point 


out her attacker, there were only 
eight men in the courtroom jail 
and toe suspect was not among 
them. 

Ms. Farhat, seated in the front 
row of the court, was allowed to 
stand and pointed out a man in a 
traditional white robe. "I think it 
is him." she said. 

Tbe eight were sent out, and 
reappeared five minutes later 
with toe suspect as a ninth man. 

She told Judge Khaled Mzeini, 
“I want to judge by his height. I 
want him closer to me." 

The judge ordered tbe suspect 
to stand next to the victim, who 
was wearing a blue dress and 
covered her head with a white 
scarf. 

. “His hair was much longer. 
Game closer stand next to me.” 
she shouted. 

A Kuwaiti policeman, one of a 
dozen guarding toe courtroom, 
placed his hand on bis revolver's 
handle as the suspect 
approached. 

“It is him. I’m sure," she said. 

Judge Mzeini, who had barred 
photographers from the cour- 
troom, also ordered reporters out 
after Ms. Farhat identified the 
suspect, because of the “sensitiv- 
ity of the case." 

Mr. Ameeri's lawyer. Khaled 
Al Ngaimishi, told reporters after 
the two-hour closed session: “She 
contradicted her previous testi- 
mony. Now she says she was only 
indecently assaulted.” 

There was no announcement of 
any reduction in the chaise. 

Ms. Farhat did not have a 
medical report supporting the 
rape charge, her lawyer, Moham- 
mad Ai Inizi, said. 

“When she was admitted to 
hospital in Kuwait after the 
attack, she wasn't examined for 
rape." Mr. Al Inizi said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Libya contacts France, Belgium and India 


TUNIS (R) — Libya's Foreign Affairs Minister Omar Al Montas- 
ser met Saturday with the French, Belgian and Indian ambassadors 
ahead of a review of U.N. sanctions on Libya in the Lockerbie 
affair. Mr. Montasser, who met separately with the envoys, 
discussed with the Belgian diplomat in Tripoli “the damages which 
may affect the European Community in case toe sanctions 
continue" beyond the Aug. 15 review, the Libyan news agency 
JANA said. It said the French ambassador told Mr. Montasser his 
country wants a “logical and accepted solution to toe crisis between 
Libya and die Western states." It added that the Libyan minister 
stressed “toe deep relations between Libya and France and the 
importance of contacts and consultations between the two coun- 
tries." 


Yemeni minister criticises West over aid 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Yemeni Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Salem Basandwa Saturday criticised Western countries over their 
lack of aid to his country. He told toe United Arab Emirates 


(UAE) semi-official daily AI Ittihad that despite Yemen's good 
relations with the United States and its Western allies, provisions 


for aid and loans were inadequate. “What these Western countries 
give us in aid or loans are much lower than we need or than they 
can provide," be said. Mr. Basandwa said the United States had 
resumed aid after a suspension of nearly two years because of 
Sanaa’s sympathy for Iraq during the Gulf war. But he added the 
level of aid had remained unchanged. “The United States has not 
increased the aid as we have hoped, especially after our country 
affirmed the credibility of its commitment to the democratic 
approach.” be said, referring to parliamentary elections in April. 


Sri Lankan widow slams Scotland Yard 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The widow of a slain Sri Lankan opposition 
leader Saturday rejected a report by Britain’s Scotland Yard 
blaming Tamil Tigers feu her husband’s assassination and clearing 
toe Colombo government of involvement. Srimani Athulathmndali 
accused Detective Superintedent Alec Edwards, author of a report 
released by the government Friday, of manipulating evidence to fit 
preconceived conclusions in the killing of her husband Latith 
Atoulathmudali in April. Mr. Edwards said in his 12-page report 
that “circumstantial evidence and common sense dictated” there 
was a link between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
and the man who shot dead Mr. Atoulathmudali. Mrs. Athulath- 
mndali said she was preparing a detailed critique of toe Scotland 
Yard report in consultation with her lawyers. She said the report 
was “full of surmise and speculation" and that it had “all the 
hallmarks of a report striving to provide evidence to support a 
preconceived conclusion." 


China denies building military base 


PEKING (AFP) — China issued a statement Saturday denying a 

rinmAcHr munuTinA c •*,/! Pli«*«i» (*«*«! k»!U — - n?*. .. t 


domestic magazine report that said China had built a military base 
in the South China Sea and planned to manufacture aircraft 


earners. The recent report in the magazine "Secret Military 
Records" attracted attention because other Asian nations have 
become nervous about China’s military buildup and its determina- 
tion to control two contested island chains in the South China Sea. 
It said China had built an air base in the Xisha or Paracel islands’ 
which are held by China but claimed by Vietnam. It also said China 
wanted toe capacity to build light aircraft carriers by 2020. 


Human rights groups can visit India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — International human rights groups will be 
allowed to visit India to see toe situation in the country for 
themselves, toe government announced Saturday. A dialogue 
would also be initiated in the coming days with these organisations 
many of which have bitterly criticised the human rights situation in 
India, an official statement issued here said. “The government has 
decided to allow certain human rights organisations to visit India to 
see for themselves how human rights safeguards operate m various 
parts of toe country,” it said. “The timings of the visits would be 
settled in consultations with the government of India and the 
concerned state government," the statement added. 


Russia freezes rocket sales to India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India’s ambitious space programme has 
been dealt a rude blow by Russia's decision to go back on its word 
and freeze toe sale of rocket engines and technology under threat 
of U.S. sanctions. Moscow’s about-face could set back the 
programme by two years, force New Delhi into collaboration with 
China, delay future satellite launches and introduce technolosical 
and payload changes. “There will be a setback of a couple of ware 
in developing our satellite launch capability,” said Jasjit Sineh 
director of the Institute of Defence Studies and Analysis here In 
an interview a day after the freeze was announced in Washington 
he said the U.S.-Russia agreement denied Moscow’s credibility as 
a reliable partner. He expected India to search for alternative —■ 
and inexpensive — sources to put its satellites into orbit while 
developing its own tedinr’jgy to launch heavy payloads- 


Egypt police disperse Bosnia protest 


CAIRO (R) — Police in the Nile Delta town of nsm an ,h n .„ 
opened fire with shotguns on Friday to disperse crowds protesting 

?K’ thC fatC ° f MusH "? s “ Bosma “d shouting slogans against 
Egypt s government, police sources said on Saturday/The 
said two demonstrators had been wounded in toe shLtin^dUO 
had been detained for questioning. Street demonstra?i«!« ZZ 
illegal m Egypt under emergency laws that have beelffa foroe for 
almost all the time since Muslim militants assassinated PnSdlnJ 
Anwar Sadat in 1981. awa 'Resident 


ffiDDOOl 


4 

yr; 










Castro calls 
Clinton ‘a 
decent man’ 


a? 


SALVADOR, Brazil (W — 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
said that be was open s talks 
with U.S. President Bill Oniton, 
but made clear that Cuba s inter- 
nal situation was not open to 
discussion- “We don’t negotiate 
our country, our revolution or the 
conquests of socialism. I would 
negotiate for my life, but not for 
my country,” Mr. Castro told 
reporters at the third annual 
Ibero-American Summit in Bra- 
zil’s former colonial capital. Mr. 
Castro described Mr. Clinton as 
“a decent man, a man of peace” 
and said, “it seems to me that he 
is of a different generation of 
North Americans. He thought 
Mr. Clinton was under 
tremendous pressure from “the 
reactionary forces of the right- 
wing in the United States who are 
resisting his programme in the 
areas of health, education and the 
battle against unemployment and 
the public deficit.” Mr. Castro 
said Cuba, in severe economic 
crisis since the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union, was open to 
foreign investment. “We do not 
count out any sector (for invest- 
ment),” he said. 
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Clinton jogs with 
Olympic medalists, 
basketball star 


Manila wants 
public apologies 
from tax evaders 


chief legal counsel, Antonio Car 
pio, was quoted by Manila news- 
papers Saturday as saying tax 
cheats would have to make a 
public admission of wrongdoing. 
“The essential component of this 
is for them to admit their guilt 
and apologise publicly for the 
damage they did to the govern- 
ment,” he told reporters. Mr. 
Carpio made toe remark a day 
after toe presidential palace re- 
leased a list of 292 alleged indi- 
vidual and corporate tax evaders, 
said to owe the government 6.3 
billion pesos ($247 million). Top- 
ping the list is former first lady 
L Imelda Marcos, who the govern- 


ment says failed to pay 5.7 billion 
pesos ($223 million) in estate 


taxes. The w idow of former Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos is facing a 
string of tax evasion as well as 
corruption cases in which she is 
accused of helping her husband 
steal from the treasury during his 
20-year rule. She has denied the 
charges. 


1 in 10 Indonesian 
children work 


JAKARTA (R) — One in 1 
Indonesian children between to 
^gesof 10 and 14 are working bi 
the government can do little al 
*? !C ? ase of grinding povei 
t * ,e Indonesian News Agenq 
Antara, said Saturday. It quote 
Djuhan Wiranatakusumah! hea 
ot the University of Indonesia’ 
demography Institute, as savin 
c f® t , toe nation’s tw 
million child labourers are wort 
jng in the countryside. This figur 
has indicated that the economi 
Durden m rural areas is heavie 
than in the cities, where fertflit 
tower,” Mr. Diuhai 
told a seminar marking Nations 
Sf*®" Da y- Indonesia ban 
^labour but has yet to ratif 
toe 1989 convention for tbe pro 

nn«l°2 xl chlldren - Antari 
2S2? d T Manpower Ministe 
Abdul Ladef as saying the gov 

eminent reluctant to enforo 

“ ans on _ child Labour becaus 
j£E f S ies . WCre dependent <» 
to«r children’s income. "It is no 
easy to phase out child labourer 

econ °mic situs 
on, be told the same rntpinar 
to a study conducted by Indone 

Stone 50,000 children work in tfa 
factory region jus 
as 7 *?i^ Jak ^ rt ? TOges as Kttk 
week.?° rUp,ah (less toan $4) pto 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton wore out one 
former Olympic gold medalist on 
his morning run Friday, but huf- 
fed and puffed to keep up with 
another. Florence Griffith Joyn- 
er, the first American woman to 
win four medals at a single Olym- 
pics, was barely breathing heavily 
at the end of her 35-minute jog 
along -the National Mall with the 
president. But her husband, Al 
Joyner, a triple jump gold medal- 
ist in tbe 1984 Olympics, had to 
drop out after 24 minutes. The 
others “are in pretty good 
shape,” Joyner said as he 
emerged from the president's 
motorcade at toe White House. 
Mr. Clinton himself appeared 
winded and tired in contrast to 
Griffith Joyner's bouncy enthu- 
siasm. 


rgrbli 
'as si 


|- d;-i 

MX t 

jpisl 

!5EI0 


[saw 

|s»-« 

!blsr 

err-, 
a sal. 

H* r. 


C2T 

at-. 


tolls 


MANILA (R) — Filipinos found 
to have evaded taxes will be made 
not only to pay up but to apolo- 
gise publicly, a senior govern- 
ment official said. Hie president’s it 
chief leeal counsel. Antonio Car- « 
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